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Year In review: British Golumbia’s
year of Milestones and Ghallenges

In 2024, British Columbia witnessed a
series of events that shaped its social,
political, and environmental landscape and
will impact its position in Canada in 2025.
Here are the top news stories that left an
indelible mark on the province:

NDP’s Narrow Election Victory: The
2024 British Columbia elections were
close and tense. Polls predicted a tight race
between the David Eby led NDP and the
Conservative Party, led by John Rustad.
The polls were right, as no clear winner
emerged after the initial count in B.C. Both
parties fell short of winning the required
47 seats to form a government. Also, there
were some shocking outcomes with NDP
losing almost 70 percent of its seats in
Surrey. However, after the final count the
NDP narrowly won 47 seats, edging out
the British Columbia Conservative Party’s
44 seats. Premier Eby later called it a “near
death experience.” Eby acknowledged the
narrow victory in a statement immediately
after the results of the initial vote count. He
said, “To British Columbians who voted for
change, I hear you and the serious message
you have sent. We have not done enough
and we must do better.”

Canada India fall out due to Nijjar
death: The Involvement of the agents
of Government of India in the homicide
of Surrey Gurdwara president Hardeep
Singh Nijjar had already been pointed last
year by Prime Minister Justin Trudeau.
Canadian police arrested and charged four
Indian nationals in May for the killing of
Sikh leader and Khalistan supporter Nijjar

who was shot to death on June 18, 2023,
in British Columbia. And the Thanksgiving
weekend of 2024 went down in history as
a time marked by accusations, shocking
revelations, and a troubling diplomatic
clash between India and Canada. Experts
said that relations between the two nations
have reached a historic low— worse even

than the tense days following the Air India
bombing. It all started after Canadian police
held a press conference on October 14 and
alleged that Indian diplomats and consular
officials based in Canada were linked to
serious criminal activity in this country,
including homicides and extortions.

Continued on page 08

Former Indian PM Manmohan Singh
Passes Away

Former Indian Prime Minister Manmohan Singh, often known as soft-spoken, was one of India’s
most successful leaders. Singh, the first Sikh to lead his nation, was prime minister from 2004 to
2014, serving a rare two terms. He had been undergoing care for age-related medical conditions.
He became a respected economist, then India’s Central Bank governor and a government
adviser but had no apparent plans for a political career when he was suddenly tapped to become
finance minister in 1991. During that tenure to 1996, Singh was the architect of reforms that
saved India’s economy from a severe balance of payments crisis and promoted deregulation and
other measures that opened an insular country to the world. (Read full story on Page 3)
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Former Indian PM Manmohan Sing Dies At 92

ormer Indian  Prime  Minister

Manmohan Singh, often known soft-
spoken was one of India’s most successful
leaders. Singh, the first Sikh to lead his
nation, was prime minister from 2004 to
2014, serving a rare two terms. He had
been undergoing care for age-related
medical conditions.
Singh is credited with steering India to
unprecedented economic growth and
lifting hundreds of millions out of dire
poverty.
Singh, breathed his last at the All India
Institute of Medical Sciences in New Delhi,
where he was admitted on December 26 in
a critical condition. Doctors were unable
to resuscitate him.
Born on September 26, 1932, in Gah
village in the Punjab province of undivided
India, Singh did his matric from Panjab
University in 1948 and had an illustrious
academic career before he became India’s
prime minister in May of 2004.
Singh went to the University of
Cambridge, UK, to secure a First Class
Honours degree in Economics in 1957. He
got a D.Phil in Economics from Nuffield
College at Oxford University in 1962. His
book “India’s Export Trends and Prospects
for Self-Sustained Growth” was an early
critique of India’s inward-oriented trade
policy—something he would go on to
challenge himself in the 1990s as the
union finance minister.

He became a respected economist, then
India’s Central Bank governor and a
government adviser but had no apparent
plans for a political career when he was
suddenly tapped to become finance
minister in 1991. During that tenure to
1996, Singh was the architect of reforms
that saved India’s economy from a severe
balance of payments crisis and promoted
deregulation and other measures that
opened an insular country to the world.

A mild-mannered technocrat, Singh
became one of India’s longest serving
prime ministers, holding the office from
2004 to 2014. Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, who succeeded Singh in 2014, called
him one of India’s “most distinguished
leaders” who rose from humble origins
and left “a strong imprint on our economic
policy over the years”.

“As our Prime Minister, he made extensive
efforts to improve people’s lives,” Modi
said in a post on X. “India mourns the
loss of one of its most distinguished
leaders, Dr. Manmohan Singh Ji. Rising
from humble origins, he rose to become a
respected economist. He served in various
government positions as well, including as
Finance Minister, leaving a strong imprint
on our economic policy over the years.
His interventions in Parliament were also
insightful. As our Prime Minister, he made
extensive efforts to improve people’s
lives.”

Singh’s ascension to prime minister in
2004 was even more unexpected. He was
asked to take on the job by Sonia Gandhi
after she led the centre-left Indian National
Congress party to a surprise victory.

As reported by Al Jazeera, “Riding
an unprecedented period of economic
growth, Singh’s government shared the
spoils of the country’s new-found wealth,
introducing welfare schemes such as a jobs
programme for the rural poor. In 2008, his
government also clinched a landmark deal
that permitted peaceful trade in nuclear
energy with the United States for the first
time in three decades, paving the way for
strong relations between New Delhi and
Washington.”

Rahul Gandhi, leader of the opposition,
said, “Manmohan Singh Ji led India
with immense wisdom and integrity.
His humility and deep understanding
of economics inspired the nation. My

heartfelt condolences to Mrs. Kaur and
the family. I have lost a mentor and guide.
Millions of us who admired him will
remember him with the utmost pride.”
The Union government declared a seven
day national mourning.

Priyanka Gandhi said, “Few people in
politics inspire the kind of respect that
Sardar Manmohan Singh ji did. His honesty
will always be an inspiration for us and he
will forever stand tall among those who
truly love this country as someone who
remained steadfast in his commitment to
serve the nation despite being subjected to
unfair and deeply personal attacks by his
opponents. He was genuinely egalitarian,
wise, strongwilled and courageous until
the end. A uniquely dignified and gentle
man in the rough world of politics.”
Singh was tough on economic reforms,
but he was often criticized for being silent
or reluctant openly speak out. Shashi
Tharoor shared one of Singh’s lines, I
honestly believe that history will be kinder
to me than the contemporary media, or
for that matter, the Opposition parties in
Parliament,” Dr Manmohan Singh said
in 2014. Just ten years later, he is already
being proven right.”

P Chidambaram, India’s famous finance
minister, said, “It is a deeply emotional
moment for me to speak about Dr
Manmohan Singh.

Continued on page 11
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Former Ganadian Gabinet Minister Herb Dhaliwal Pays Tribute To A
Visionary Leader And Gentle Statesman Dr Manmohan Singh

ormer Canadian (Chretien)

Government Cabinet Minister and
privy councillor Herb Dhaliwal has
expressed profound admiration and
respect to the Late Dr Manmohan Singh,
India’s former Prime Minister.

“I am, personally, very saddened by
the loss today of my good friend, Dr.
Manmohan Singh. Beginning in the
late 1990s I had the distinct privilege
of becoming acquainted with this
wonderful, gentle man. I met him several

times during his terms of
Office, first as Finance Minister
and then as Prime Minister, as
well as since he and I both left
politics.

He said that India has lost an
icon, a distinguished past Prime
Minister highly respected by
his World Leader peers. “Dr
Singh was a humble, long
standing career official who
rose to make an indelible mark
as an inspirational economic
visionary. His dynamic policies
on  deregulation  changed
many sectors, opening India
to foreign investment and the
prosperity resulting.”
“Manmohan Singh was the first
Sikhin history to occupy the Lok
Kalyan Marg (Prime Minister’s
official residence). He also was
a man whose legacy includes,

although with his characteristic soft voice, being
outspoken on behalf of India’s less fortunate. May
he rest in peace, remembered for having been a
kind human being, one who brought India forward
to becoming a modern economic marvel among
the community of nations.”

kood Samaritan Killed While Trying
To Help Woman Who Hit Her Minivan

BC Highway Patrol investigation has

ed to six impaired driving charges
after a Good Samaritan was killed and
a woman seriously hurt on Vancouver
Island.
On March 2, 2024, around 2:30 a.m., a
woman driving a minivan lost control
and hit a power pole on Highway
#19A near Qualicum Beach, BC. An
80-year-old man who was in a different
vehicle stopped to help. Both the Good
Samaritan and the minivan driver were
outside of their vehicles when another
vehicle collided with the minivan and
both pedestrians were struck.
The man trying to help, an 80-year-
old man from Red Deer, Alberta, was

killed. The minivan driver, a 36-year-old
woman from Bowser, BC, was seriously
injured.

A BC Highway Patrol investigation was
forwarded to the BC Prosecution Service,
and 29-year-old Jacob Aaron Pardiac of
Coombs, BC, has now been charged.
“BC Highway Patrol will do everything
we can to investigate and charge people
who choose to drive while impaired
by alcohol and drugs,” said Corporal
Michael McLaughlin with BC Highway
Patrol. “We have seen repeated incidents
this year where people trying to help after
a collision end up hurt or killed, and it’s
terribly sad.”

Continued on page 05
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Income Inequality In Ganada Rises To The Highest Level Ever Recorded

By Harinder Mahil

ccording to a report by Statistics

Canada released in October 2024,
income inequality in Canada has hit the
highest level ever recorded as wealth
becomes increasingly concentrated in
fewer hands.
The gap in the share of disposable
income between the richest two-fifths of
Canadians and the bottom two-fifths grew
to forty-seven percentage points in the
second quarter of 2024. That’s the widest
gap recorded since 1999, when Statistics
Canada first started collecting such data.
This occurs when the cost of living has
risen sharply, and the lowest-income
Canadians find themselves without
enough income to afford basic necessities
such as food and shelter.

prevent people from achieving their
full potential and where the benefits of
increased prosperity are broadly shared.

To reduce such income disparities and
alleviate pressure on the lowest-income
households, the government should target
income support to those who need them
most and make the tax system more

progressive.
A progressive income tax system
could include higher top marginal

rates, full taxation of capital gains,

reductions in deductions and credits that
disproportionately favor top earners, and
increasing basic exemptions in favor of
low-income households.

Here are some other steps suggested by
progressive economists to reduce income
equality:

Increase the minimum wage: Research
shows that higher wages for the lowest-
paid workers have the potential to help
hundreds of thousands out of poverty.
Additionally, increasing the minimum

wage does not hurt employment nor does
it retard economic growth.

Provincial social assistance should be
increased. Provinces and territorial
governments should annually increase
benefit rates in line with inflation. Social
assistance benefits should be improved
so that those with no other sources of
income can lead a dignified life.
Difterences in early education and school
quality are the most important components
contributing to persistent inequality
across  generations. Investments in
education, beginning in early childhood
can increase economic  mobility,
contribute to increased productivity and
decrease inequality.

We must take steps to minimize social
and economic disparities as they threaten
democracy as those with the most wealth
can influence political decision-making
and do so to protect and strengthen their
interests.

Harinder Mahil is a human rights activist
and is secretary of Dr. Hari Sharma
Foundation.

The gap was driven by the top
20 per cent of income earners,
who saw the largest increase in
their share of disposable income.
That increase was driven largely
by investment gains, which
Statistics Canda attributed to
high interest rates.

The Statistics Canada report
said that in the second quarter,
the top 20 per cent of Canadians
held more than two-thirds of
the country’s wealth, averaging
$3.4 million per household. By
comparison, the bottom 40 per
cent of Canadians accounted for
only 2.8 per cent of Canada’s
wealth.

It is up to us to decide the type
of society we want to live in.
I would much rather live in a
society where income disparities
are not that huge, where there
are no systemic barriers that

Continued from Page 04

Good
Samaritan...

BC Highway Patrol is asking
everyone to exercise extreme
caution when trying to help after
a collision:

Carefully consider whether you
have reflective clothing, good
footwear, and the physical ability
to help;

If conditions are treacherous for
cars, they are treacherous for
pedestrians;

Emergencies can cause stress
and tunnel vision; keep alert at
all times;

Can you can call 911 and get the
professionals to help instead?

If you’re involved in a minor
crash, you may be safer in your
vehicle, with your seatbelt on,
while waiting for help;

Get yourself and anyone else on
foot off the road and away from
traffic as quickly as possible.

BC Highway Patrol applauds
the sentiment of anyone trying
to help after a collision, says
Corporal McLaughlin, but we all
need to understand that highways
are extremely dangerous places
when fast-moving cars and
trucks come across unexpected
pedestrians.
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BG Home Flipping Tax To Take Effect From January 1

ICTORIA, BC: Starting Jan. 1, 2025,

the B.C. home-flipping tax will be in
place to discourage investors from buying
housing to turn a quick profit.
People who sell their home within two
years of buying will be subject to the tax,
unless they qualify for an exemption, such
as divorce, job loss or change in household
membership. It is expected approximately
4,000 properties will be subject to the tax
in 2025. All revenue from the tax will
go directly into strengthening housing
programs and building new affordable
homes in B.C.
According to the province, new actions are
being implemented to help more people
find affordable homes in the communities
where they live and work.
“Everyone should be able to afford a home
in their chosen community, but high home
costs and real estate speculators are making
that a challenge,” said Brenda Bailey,
Minister of Finance. “We are working to
ensure there are more affordable homes
available for people, whether they’re
renting or buying, through measures like
the B.C. home-flipping tax and property
transfer tax exemptions.”
The B.C. home-flipping tax targets
investors who use the housing market
as a stock market and drive up prices.

Profit from a residential
property resold within two
years of its purchase will
be subject to this tax. The
tax  includes  exemptions
for life circumstances, such
as divorce, death, illness,
relocation for work, job loss
or a change in housechold

can find a place to live they
can afford in the communities
they love.”

Other measures to help
make homeownership more
accessible and improve the
supply of housing, which
came into effect April 1,
2024, are new thresholds for

membership. the first-time homebuyers’
Builders adding to housing program and the newly built
supply, such as building home exemption.

housing on vacant residential Ravi Kahlon, The threshold for the first-
property or adding an  Minister of Housing and  time homebuyers’ program
additional suite or housing Municipal Affairs was increased to $835,000

unit to a property that already

has a home, will also qualify for an
exemption.

All sellers that have sold a property within
729 days of purchasing are obligated to file
a B.C. home-flipping tax return within 90
days of the sale even if they are exempt, or
they might be subject to a penalty.

“The B.C. home-flipping tax is just
one more tool in our toolbox to help
people find affordable housing,” said
Ravi Kahlon, Minister of Housing and
Municipal Affairs. “We’re working to
deliver more homes so the people who
keep our communities working, like
teachers, nurses and construction workers,

from $500,000. Qualifying
individuals will receive an exemption
on the property transfer tax on the first
$500,000 of the home’s value. Since April

1, more than 22,000 first-time home buyers
- an increase from approximately 9,500
in 2023 - were helped into their homes
through this program, saving as much as
$8,000 in property transfer tax.

To encourage the construction of new
homes and support families to take the
next step in home ownership, the threshold
for the newly built home exemption was
increased from $750,000 to $1.1 million.
In 2024, this helped approximately 10,300
purchasers buy new homes, nearly 3,000
more than last year.

The Province is also supporting the delivery
of more rental homes. New purpose-built
rental buildings of four units or more,
purchased between Jan. 1, 2025, and Dec.
31,2030, may also qualify for an exemption
from the general property transfer tax.

Chilliwack Driver Faces Gharges
After Tractor Gollision With Police
During A 2023 Anti Sogi Protest

54-year-old Chilliwack tractor driver
as been charged with three criminal

counts after multiple collisions with a BC
Highway Patrol vehicle during a protest
one year ago.
“The tractor was leading a slow-moving
westbound convoy on the Trans-Canada
Highway near 176th Street on Nov. 25,
2023, when the collision occurred. The
convoy was protesting sexual orientation
and gender identity programs, or SOGI,
being taught in B.C. public schools,” Van-
couver Sun reported.
The tractor driver received serious injuries
and a police officer received minor injuries
as a result of the collision.
The BC RCMP notified the Independent
Investigations Office of British Columbia
(IIO BC) of the incident. According to po-
lice, “On November 25, at approximately
1:20 p.m., officers with the British Colum-

bia Highway Patrol attempted pull over a
tractor which was travelling westbound on
Highway 1 near the 176 street turn off. Of-
ficers had reportedly attempted to pull the
tractor over for an extended period while
it was part of a convoy that was heading
to Vancouver. During the interaction, the
tractor and police vehicle collided, the
tractor inverted, and came to a rest on
its side, resulting in the driver suffering
non-life-threatening injuries. He remains
in hospital.”

On December 9, 2024, Malkiat
Singh Bill Shoker was charged with dan-
gerous Operation of a conveyance flight
while pursued by a peace officer and as-
saulting a police officer with a weapon.
Shoker was arrested on December 18,
2024, and his next appearance will be in
Surrey Provincial Court on January 16,
2025.
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GB3A Investigation Leads To Seizure Of 3,826 Gartons
Of Gontraband Gigarettes From Vancouver Residence

n February 2024, Canada Bor-

der Services Agency (CBSA)
criminal investigators launched
an investigation into a cigarette
smuggling operation after CBSA
officers intercepted numerous
contraband cigarette shipments
at Vancouver International Air-
port Commercial Operations
and the Vancouver International
Mail Centre.
Following an investigation, on
November 19, 2024, CBSA
criminal investigators executed
a search warrant at a Vancou-
ver residence. The following
items were seized: 3,826 car-
tons of contraband cigarettes;
4.2 kilograms of illegal canna-
bis; $51,915 in cash and casino
chips.
CBSA officers arrested a
34-year-old Vancouver resident

for their suspected involvement
in the cigarette smuggling op-
eration and the investigation is
ongoing.

“Our top priority is the safety
and security of our communi-
ties. I want to thank CBSA of-
ficers and investigators for their

efforts in keeping our borders
safe, holding those who violate
Canadian laws accountable and
ensuring the safety and well-be-
ing of our communities,” said
Dominic LeBlanc, Minister of
Finance and Intergovernmental
Affairs.

CBSA investigators seized 3,826
cartons of contraband cigarettes,
4.2 kilograms of illegal cannabis
and $51,915 in cash and casino
chips. “The CBSA works hard to
intercept contraband at our bor-
ders and investigates those who
break Canada’s laws. The efforts
of our officers and investigators
have disrupted illegal trade,
which harms our communities
and local businesses, said Nina
Patel, Regional Director Gen-
eral, Canada Border Services
Agency, Pacific Region.
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Year in review: British Golumbia’s...

This time the accusations were
much serious and disturbing as
RCMP claimed Indian diplomats
were involved in more serious
crimes in Canada like extortions,
use of organized crime and
interference  into  democratic
processes. Following this, Mélanie
Joly, Minister of Foreign Affairs
announced expulsion of six Indian
diplomats and consular officials.
Although RCMP’s accused Indian
government of many crimes, Joly
in her statement only mentioned
decision to expel diplomats was due
to Nijjar case.

In response, India’s Ministry of
external affairs announced that it
is withdrawing its envoy, High
Commissioner ~ Sanjay ~ Kumar
Verma, along with “other targeted
diplomats and officials” from
Canada. India also announced it was
expelling six Canadian diplomats,
including acting high commissioner
Stewart Wheeler, and hinted that
it could take further action. The
Canadian officials even hinted
involvement of Prime Minister
Modi, however later that comment
was withdrawn by Canada.

Tragic trend of fatal crashes:
It’s been a deadly year on British
Columbia’s highways, with a
majority of the fatal crashes during
the summer. The province saw a
staggering 51 driving fatalities in
July alone — the highest number
of deaths for a single month in
over a decade, according to the
BC Coroners Service. The BC
highway patrols and various police
departments in BC reported multiple
accidents on the roads of BC. These
were not just accidents, they were
fatal that did not spare old, young
or even the infants. Sandeep Singh
Cheema, 41, a Surrey resident was
the victim of the two tractor trailers
crash along Highway 17 and and
116  Avenue. Nineteen-year-old

Saniya who arrived in Canada on
July 9, 2024.

However, her life was cut short
on July 11 when she died in the
accident on July 11, 2024.

The White Rock Horror: Two
tragic incidents of stabbing, just
days apart left the White Rock
community  shaken, concerned
and feeling unsafe since the area
is considered safe and the pier is
one of the most popular lookout
places for Lower Mainland families.
Kulwinder Singh Sohi, a young
Punjabi male was stabbed to death.
Sohi’s stabbing came just a day
after Jatinder Singh another Punjabi
male was stabbed on April 21 in the
evening at around 9 PM. The police
located a 28-year-old victim and
provided first aid until paramedics
arrived. The victim was transported
to a hospital by Emergency Health
Services with non-life-threatening
injuries. White Rock Police arrested
and charged 28-year-old Dimitri
Nelson Hyacinth for the incidents.

Reversal of Drug
Decriminalization: The
decriminalization of small amounts
of illicit drugs like opioids, cocaine,
and meth happened in Jan., 2023
— meant to be a three-year pilot
aimed at reducing the stigma and
criminalization around illicit drug
use, often a barrier for users seeking
help. However, there were soon
growing concerns about open drug
and disorder use in public spaces,
even in hospitals, throughout many
communities. In April of 2024,
the B.C. government announced
it was radically altering the pilot,
with Premier David Eby saying
the province was asking Ottawa to
amend the federal exemption to the
Controlled Drugs and Substances
Act that allowed the project happen.
The federal government approved
the B.C. government’s request in
May to exempt public spaces from

the province’s decriminalization
pilot project, meaning police
now have the authority to seize
illegal drugs possessed in public,
even without the provincial law.
But the Harm Reduction Nurses
Association and other substance-
use reform advocates launched a
court challenge of the B.C. law and
won, saying restricting drug use
in public spaces would result in
more drug users dying alone. The
B.C. government repealed the law.
Garry Begg, B.C.’s solicitor genera,
said in a statement the government
has revoked the Restricting Public
Consumption of Illegal Substances
Act, which was passed in November
2023.

Vancouver’s entertainment boom:
Vancouver had events that no other
city in the country could match
in 2024. Vancouver was the only
Canadian stop during The Rolling
Stone’s Hackney Diamonds tour,
when they rocked BC Place July 5.
The city also hosted the 111th Grey
Cup and the Jonas Brothers halftime
show. The Vancouver Canucks made
the Stanley Cup playoffs for the
first time since 2015, and the region
held family-friendly outdoor watch
parties in multiple municipalities.
Meanwhile, the Rogers Arena
hosted indoor watch parties for road
games. 2024 eventually wrapped up
with Taylor Swift’s The Eras Tour,
creating an unprecedented buzz
in the city. Vancouver was the last
stop of her tour, with three separate
concerts held at BC Place from Dec.
6 to 8.

New era of policing in Surrey:
The years-long saga over who will
police the city of Surrey finally
ended. At 12:00 a.m. on November
29, 2024, Surrey Police Service
(SPS) assumed responsibility for
policing and law enforcement as
the City of Surrey’s new police of
jurisdiction. “November 29, 2024,

marks the beginning of a new era of
policing in Surrey, as Surrey Police
Service officially becomes the City’s
new police service. It’s an exciting
time and a historic moment, both
in policing and in the development
of Surrey, as residents will have
their own municipal police service
for the first time since 1951,” said
Chief Constable Norm Lipinski.
The primary ways that residents
and business owners access policing
services in Surrey will not change as
aresult of this change to the police of
jurisdiction. Police office locations
and the main police phone numbers
are staying the same, including
9-1-1 and non-emergency (604-
599-0502). Garry Begg, Minister of
Public Safety and Solicitor General,
called it a landmark achievement
and  significant milestone in
Canadian policing, as it represents
a key marker in the largest police
transition of its kind in the country.

Hindu-Sikh Protests In Canada: A
dark chapter in the history of Canada
when people of Indian origin openly
attacked each other in the name
of religion. It all started when a
group of Khalistan supporters were
demonstrating outside Hindu temple
in Brampton against a consular
event hosted by the Consul General
of India to give life certificates.
According to various videos posted
on social media and media reports
violence erupted during the protest.
Videos of fist fights and Khalistan
flag bearers striking people inside the
temple with poles started circulating
on social media platforms. While

the exact cause of the violence
remains unclear, both Pro-Khalistan
supporters and people at the Hindu
temple blamed each other for starting
the violence. In turn, it triggered
reactions from some Hindus who
staged  demonstrations  against
this violence at various temples in
Toronto and Surrey. Hate speeches,
use of abusive language and use of
violence were some of the common
threads running across the protests
from both sides. While some Hindus
and Sikhs protested against each
other, the majority of the Indo-
Canadian population stood against
the protests and violence whether
it was demonstrated by Khalistan
supporters or Hindu supporters. The
sentiment of the broader community
is that of Unity, as shown in
statements of both from the Hindu
Federation and Sikhs and Gurdwara
Council and political leaders.

BC Mourns Death Of John
Horgan: John Horgan, former
Premier of BC who was serving as
Canada’s Ambassador to Germany,
died on November 12 at the age of
65, after his long battle with cancer.
Horgan served as B.C.s New
Democrat premier for five years
before stepping down in 2022, then
was appointed ambassador last year.
But in June, Horgan announced he
was on leave from his diplomatic
post after being diagnosed with
thyroid cancer. Horgan’s family
issued a statement on social media
saying he died peacefully Tuesday
morning at Royal Jubilee Hospital
in Victoria.
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Express Entry Gandidates Will No Longer Receive
Additional Points For Having A Job Offer

As part of ongoing efforts
to prevent and reduce

fraud, Marc Miller, Minister
of Immigration, Refugees and
Citizenship, announced that
Express Entry candidates will no
longer receive additional points
for having a job offer.

This temporary measure will
reduce fraud by removing the
incentive to illegally buy or sell
labour market impact assessments
to improve a candidate’s chances
of being selected to come to
Canada as a permanent resident.
This change will come into effect
in spring 2025.

Once they take effect, the
changes will impact candidates
pursuing permanent residence
through the Express Entry
system, including those currently

working in Canada temporarily.
The changes will not affect
candidates who have already
been invited to apply or who
have an application in progress.
Once the change is introduced, it
will apply to all candidates with
job offers in the pool as well as
new candidates entering the pool.

“Immigration is essential to our
country’s economic  success
and growth. As we continue to
welcome newcomers to support

has always been a cornerstone of
Canada’s success, and we remain
committed to welcoming the
best and brightest to Canada so

Express Entry is Canada’s
flagship application management
system for those seeking to
immigrate permanently through

the  Federal  Skilled

key sectors, the
Express Entry
system ensures

that Canada has the
skilled workers it
needs to grow our

Worker Program, the
Federal Skilled Trades
Program, the Canadian
experience class and a
portion of the Provincial
Nominee Program.

In  June 2022, the
Government of Canada
made changes to the
Immigration and
Refugee Protection Act
to allow for the selection

economy.  These
changes support a
responsive, well-
managed and
fair  immigration
system,” said
Miller. “We are
taking  important
steps  to reduce

fraud while continuing to
attract the skilled talent our
economy needs. Immigration

that everyone has access to the
quality jobs, homes and supports
they need to thrive.”

of immigrants based
on key attributes that
support economic priorities, such
as specific work experience or
knowledge of French.

ﬂﬂ!lllllllll!l Ends For Work And Study Permits At Ganada Border

s announced

Government of Canada as
part of Canada’s Border Plan,
work and study permits will no
longer be provided to flagpolers
at a port of entry, effective
December 23 at 11:59 pm ET.
Flagpoling occurs when foreign
nationals who hold temporary
resident status in Canada, leave
Canada and, after a visit to the
United States or St. Pierre and
Miquelon, re-enter to access
immigration services at a port of
entry.
This practice has taken up
significant resources at the
border, diverting Canadian
and American officers away
from important enforcement
activities and has contributed

to wait times for cross-border
travellers. Between April 1,
2023 and March 31, 2024, the
CBSA processed over 69,300
flagpolers across Canada. Most
of these requests occurred in the
Pacific, Southern Ontario, and
Quebec regions.

“This change will enable us to
further streamline activities at
our ports of entry and allow
Canadian and American border
officers to focus on what they
have been expertly trained to
do — border enforcement,” said
David J. McGuinty, Minister of
Public Safety.

Immigration services at the
border are meant for individuals
arriving in Canada, not for those
already in Canada. Applications

and renewals for work or study
permits need to be submitted
through Immigration, Refugees
and Citizenship Canada (IRCC).
Those who attempt to flagpole
for a work and study permit
will be told to submit their
application to IRCC unless they
meet limited exemptions.

These changes benefit Canada
and the U.S. by allowing both
countries to effectively manage
border operations and maintain

the integrity of our shared
border.
“A strong Canada-U.S.

critical enforcement activities.
This change will ease border
congestion, improve fairness
for applicants, and enhance
the efficiency and security of
our borders,” said Marc Miller,
Minister of  Immigration,
Refugees and Citizenship.
According to government of
Canada website, in very limited
circumstances, work and study
permits may still be granted at a
port of entry to individuals who
otherwise meet the definition
of flagpoling. The exemptions
include:

relationship keeps people and o Citizens and lawful

goods moving safely while Permanent Residents of the

protecting both sides of the United States of America;

border. Flagpolingisunnecessary o Professionals and

and diverts resources from technicians under free trade
[ & e

agreements with the United
States/Mexico, Chile, Panama,
Peru, Colombia and South
Korea;

o Spouses or common
law partners of professionals
and technicians under free

trade agreements with Panama,
Columbia and South Korea;

0 International truck
drivers who hold a work
permit, where required to

depart Canada for the purpose
of their employment and held
maintained status as a result of
applying for renewal prior to
departure; and

o Individuals who have
a  pre-existing appointment
booked with the CBSA for
permit processing.

RAl 6 COMPANY

Sanjeev Singh Rai

B.A.(UBC), J.D.(USA), NCA (Ottawa)
Member of Law Society of B.C.
and Canadian Bar Association

With his years of experience in the field
of law, Sanjeev Singh Rai can assist you
with a variety of legal needs, including:

— RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

- REAL ESTATE BUYING & SELLING

- INCORPORATIONS / BUSINESS LAW
- DIVORCE / FAMILY LAW

- MORTGAGES
- WILLS & ESTATES
- ALL NOTARY SERVICES g
Mon- Fri:
Call Today For a 10am- 5pm
FREE INITIAL Consultation!
Most Saturdays:
604'583'8353 11am-2pm

Suite # 201-9200-120th St.Surrey

2ND FLOOR UPSTAIR
Fax:604-583-8373 * Email: Railaw@Shawbiz.ca

LAWYER & NOTARY PUBLIC
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Burnaby RGMP seeks public assistance
In identifying suspect who allegedly
scammed $9,000 from senior

Burnaby RCMP is
asking for the public’s

assistance in identifying a
suspect after he allegedly
posed as a bank employee
over the phone to defraud a
senior out of $9,000.

On September 21, 2024,
Burnaby RCMP received a
report that a suspect entered
a financial institution in
South Burnaby and withdrew
$9,000 from the victim’s
account.

The suspect allegedly posed
as an employee of the financial
institution over the phone and
managed to obtain the victims
date of birth and several
passwords the day before the

fraud occurred.

It was later discovered that
the suspect had attended four
financial institutions across
the Lower Mainland between
September 21 and 23, 2024.
Of the four attempts, this

incident was the only case
that the suspect successfully
obtained any money.
“If you ever receive a call
from someone claiming to
be from the bank, hang up
and call the bank directly,”
said Cpl Mike Kalanj
with the Burnaby RCMP.
“Criminals are continually
finding new ways to commit
fraud, so please take the time
to have this conversation
with your loved ones.”
Police are asking anyone who
may be able to identify the
suspect in the above photos
to contact Burnaby RCMP at
604-646-9999 and quote file
number 2024-32632.

[HIT continues to seek
witnesses in relation to
Langley homicide

he Integrated Homicide Investigation
Team (IHIT) is identifying the victim

of ahomicide in Langley from September

2023.

On September 22,

2023, the Langley City

Fire Rescue Service

attended Nicomekl

Park located at 5281

208th Street, Langley

for a report of a bush

fire. Upon attendance

by first responders

and Langley RCMP

officers, human

remains were located

and the death was

deemed  suspicious.

IHIT was deployed at the onset and took

conduct of the investigation.

Since then, IHIT has pursued a
number of investigative avenues
to determine the circumstances
surrounding the
death and  the
investigation  has
been ongoing. In
order to further the
investigation, IHIT
is now identifying
the victim as
Michael Kashani of
Langley.
“Mr. Kashani was 36
years old at the time
and his death has left
a void in his family
and community,
says Sgt. Freda Fong of IHIT.
We believe someone out there
may have information about
Mr. Kashani’s death and we are
interested in speaking with them.
Anyone who may have
information is asked to contact
the THIT Information Line at
1-877-551-IHIT (4448) or by
email at ihitinfo@rcmp-gre.
gc.ca.

Traffic fatality
In Surrey on
Christmas

Surrey Police Service
informed public of a
collision between two vehicles
at the intersection of Highway
15 (176th Street) and Highway
10 (56th Avenue) in Surrey
that resulted in the death of
a passenger in one of the
vehicles.

On December 25, 2024,
at approximately 11:15 am
a vehicle struck a second
vehicle at the intersection of
Highway 15 and Highway 10.
A passenger in the vehicle that
was struck, an adult woman,
passed away despite life-saving
measures at the scene.

BC RCMP Surrey Police
Operations ~ Support  Unit
officers responded and
both the Criminal Collision
Investigation Team (CCIT) and
Integrated Collision Analysis
and Reconstruction Service
(ICARS) were called in to
assist. The investigation is in
its early stages and is ongoing
to determine the cause of the
collision. The driver of the
vehicle that struck the other
vehicle remained at the scene of
the collision and is cooperating
with police.

There were several road
closures near the intersection
of Highways 15 and 10, with
Highway 10 being completely
blocked for eastbound traffic. If
you witnessed the collision or
have any information, including
dashcam footage, please call
Surrey Police Service at 604-
599-0502 and quote file 2024-
181644 (SU).
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21 People Died Per Day In Ganada Due To Toxic lllegal Drugs

he co-chairs of the federal,

provincial, and territorial Special
Advisory Committee on Toxic Drug
Poisonings- —Dr. Theresa Tam,
Canada’s Chief Public Health Officer,
and Dr. Sudit Ranade, Yukon’s Chief
Medical Officer of Health —issued the
following statement on the release of
the latest surveillance data on opioid
and stimulant-related harms in Canada
from January 2016 to June 2024.
“From January to June 2024, there
were 3,787 opioid-related deaths,
representing an average of 21 deaths
every day. During this same period, there
were 2,846 hospitalizations (16 per day)
for opioid-related poisoning, 18,792
emergency medical services (EMS)
responses (104 per day) to suspected
opioid-related poisoning, and 13,287
(73 per day) emergency department
visits for opioid-related poisoning.
While these figures are lower compared
to the same period in 2023, the data is
considered preliminary and subject to
change as updated information comes
in from the provinces and territories,
such as completed death investigations.
Similar fluctuations have been seen
before, and while encouraging, we must
remain cautious in drawing conclusions

Theresa Tam,
Canada’s Chief Public Health Officer

on the trends for 2024.

Sadly, the extent of opioid- and
stimulant-related harms remains very
high, and it is important to acknowledge
that these numbers represent lives lost,
with lasting and profound impacts
on families and communities across
Canada.

The most recent data from the Drug
Analysis  Service (DAS), which
analyzes the contents of drug samples

Continued from Page 03

Former Indian PM Manmohan Singh...

The life and work of Dr Manmohan Singh
and the period from 1991 till 2014 will be
a golden chapter in the history of India. I
worked closely with him for many years.
I have not met a person more humble and
self-effacing than Dr Singh.

He wore his scholarship lightly and never
claimed credit for any of his historic
achievements. The story of India turned,
after Dr Singh became Finance Minister.
The present middle class of India was
virtually the creation of his policies as
Finance Minister and Prime Minister.

Throughout his tenure, he had great
empathy for the poor. He did not hide the
fact that many millions of India are poor
and reminded us that government’s policies
must lean in favour of the poor. Examples
of his empathy are MGNREGA and the
restructuring of PDS and the extension of
the mid-day meal scheme His story has not
been told fully. His achievements have not
been recorded fully. I am sure when we
look back upon the 23 years that Dr Singh
was in active politics, we will realize his
true contribution.”

collected by law enforcement, shows
that from July to September 2024
fentanyl remained the most common
subclass identified in opioid samples,
reinforcing the prevalence of this
dangerous substance. Of all accidental
apparent opioid toxicity deaths so far in
2024 (January to June), 79% involved
fentanyl.

As the drug supply in Canada evolves,
it is important to continue monitoring
the variations in the composition of
substances across jurisdictions, how
these impact drug poisoning indicators.
It is also important to collect more
detailed data that can be broken down
into sub-categories (or disaggregated
data) to examine the local drivers of
these trends within each province and
territory in order to target public health
responses.

Health Canada recently launched the
Canadian Drug and Substance Watch
(CDSW), an early warning system that
highlights drugs as they appear on the
illegal market. This new tool uses data
from multiple sources, including from
DAS, public health officials, wastewater
and web monitoring to identify and
understand the changing trends in
drug use and new and emerging

psychoactive substances in Canada’s
illegal drug supply. Surveillance data
and the integrated analysis of data
from multiple sources, through tools
like CDSW, provide a more complete
view of this crisis and can help identify
potential drivers for fluctuations in
reported harms.

Data is essential for understanding the
scope of the toxic drug crisis, and this
latest data release underscores that
substance-related harms remain an
urgent public health crisis in Canada.
Addressing this issue requires action
across a suite of measures at all levels
of government, and over the coming
months we will continue to work
with the provinces and territories to
identify local drivers for changes in
rates and determine which measures are
most likely to have a lasting positive
impact. Prevention and education,
evidence-based substance use services
and supports, and substance controls,
are all critical to help mitigate future
deaths and minimize substance-related
harms. We encourage families and
friends supporting loved ones who use
drugs, along with all Canadians, to
learn the signs of an overdose and carry
naloxone.”
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Ghetna Association of Ganada urges the Indian Union Minister Shah
to withdraw his remarks on Baba Saheb Ambedkar

hetna Association of Canada, a

nonprofit  organization promoting
equality in Canada, is urging the Indian
Union Minister Amit Shah to withdraw
his remarks on Dr Ambedkar and work
towards restoring harmony in India, and
among the Diaspora.
Chetna’s Plea comes after Shah made
remarks on BR Ambedkar during his
address to the Rajya Sabha during debate on
Constitution. On December 18, 2024, Shah
said in Raj Sabha: “It has become a fashion
to say Ambedkar, Ambedkar, Ambedkar,
Ambedkar, Ambedkar, Ambedkar’. If they
had taken God’s name so many times, they
would have got a place in heaven.”
Amit Shah’s remark evoked a sharp
backlash from the Congress, including
Leader of Opposition in Lok Sabha Rahul
Gandhi. Rahul Gandhi tweeted, “Those
who believe in Manusmriti will definitely
have problems with Ambedkar ji.”
Meanwhile, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi accused the Congress and its “rotten
ecosystem” of insulting BR Ambedkar for
several years as he listed the party’s several
“sins” towards the architect of the Indian
Constitution.
Defending Amit Shah’s remarks in the

Rajya Sabha during the Constitution
debate, PM Modi said the Congress was
doing “theatrics” after being “stung and
stunned” by the Home Minister’s address.
“Amit Shah exposed the Congress’s dark
history of insulting Dr. Ambedkar...They
are clearly stung and stunned by the facts
he presented, which is why they are now
indulging in theatrics,” he said.

Shah also launched a sharp attack on the
Congress during a press conference in
Delhi, accusing the opposition party of
distorting remarks made in Parliament and
adopting an anti-Ambedkar stance.
Whether or not these words are taken
out of context, or are being used for
political reasons, Chetna Association of
Canada believes these words are totally
inappropriate for one of the highest profile
positions of India to make. “The Union
Minister’s comments not only undermine
the tireless contributions of Baba Sahib
Dr. Ambedkar and other proponents of
equality, they are also disrespectful of
everyone who is acknowledging the
wrongs and taking action to correct the
past decisions and the current practices
that reduce the fraternity of India,” said
Jai Birdi, President/Executive Director,

Chetna Association of Canada.

“Because of the difference Baba Sahib
Dr. Ambedkar and other nation builders
have made, Dr. Ambedkar is now being
better understood and hence is emerging
as a “passion, and a global icon- not just
a fashion, among all proponents of justice
and equality. If it is now “fashionable”
to celebrate the legacy of Baba Sahib Dr.
Ambedkar, well, it is about time because
Baba Saheb Dr. Ambedkar had been
largely ignored for over sevonty-five years
since India’s independence,” he said.

Jai Birdi, President,
Chetna Association of Canada

Gompetition Bureau Sues Rogers
For Allegedly Misleading Glaims
About Unlimited Data

he Competition Bureau is taking

legal  action against  Rogers
Communications Inc., alleging they are
falsely advertising their Infinite wireless
phone plans as offering unlimited data.
The Competition Bureau, as an
independent law enforcement agency
ensuring that Canadian businesses and
consumers prosper in a competitive and
innovative marketplace.
The Bureau claims that Rogers’
advertisements create the false or
misleading impression that the plans
provide consumers with limitless data,
allowing them to use as much data as
they want. In reality, the plans have data
caps and once reached, the data speed is
reduced, or throttled, by over 99%.
As a result, the Bureau has filed an
application with the Competition Tribunal
seeking, among other things, for Rogers
to stop the misleading advertising, pay a
penalty, and issue restitution to Infinite
wireless phone plan customers.
“Canadians need accurate and truthful
information when purchasing goods and

services especially essential services like
wireless data plans. This case demonstrates
that the Bureau remains committed to
ensuring that Canadian consumers are not
misled. And that we take all appropriate
measures to address false or misleading
claims in the marketplace,” said Matthew
Boswell, Commissioner of Competition.
Rogers Communications issued a
statement in response to litigation initiated
by the Commissioner of Competition.
“We introduced unlimited data plans
in 2019 to deliver great value to our
customers. These plans helped eliminate
overage fees and gave customers bill
certainty at a time when data use started
growing exponentially. These plans are
commonplace in the industry and reflected
a significant and positive development
for consumers and small businesses. The
advertising of our Infinite plans is clear
and truthful, and we will fight this
litigation. These plans represent the norm
in Canada and the Bureau’s decision to
single out Rogers after five years is quite
concerning.”




I TOP NEWS

www.thelinkpaper.ca

SATURDAY Dec 28, 2024 A13

Trump’s Indian-
American
Advisor Sriram
Krishnan Faces
Backlash For
His Green Gard
Remarks

US president-elect Donald Trump
recently named India-born American
entrepreneur, venture capitalist and author
Sriram Krishnan as Senior White House
Policy Advisor on Artificial Intelligence.
Sriram Krishnan will serve as the Senior
Policy Advisor for Artificial Intelligence
at the White House Office of Science and
Technology Policy,” Trump said as he
announced a number of appointments on
artificial intelligence or Al.

Krishnan, who has previously
led product teams at Microsoft,
Twitter, Yahoo, Facebook and
Snap, will work along with
David O Sacks who will be
the White House Al & Crypto
Czar. “Working closely with
David Sacks, Sriram will
focus on ensuring continued
American leadership in Al
and help shape and coordinate
Al policy across government,
including  working  with
the President’s Council of
Advisors on Science and
Technology. Sriram started
his career at Microsoft as a
founding member of Windows
Azure,” Trump said.

Krishnan said, “I’m honoured
to be able to serve our country
and ensure continued American
leadership in Al working
closely with David Sacks.”
Krishnan’s appointment has
been welcomed by the Indian-
American community.
However, Krishnan’s
appointment immediately
faced backlash by the far-
right groups who made
racist remarks online for
appointment of an Indian
origin person for the job.
Krishnan also came under fire
after Laura Loomer shared
his tweet about removing the
country caps on green cards.
“Anything to remove country
caps for green cards/unlock
skilled immigration would
be huge,” the entrepreneur
tweeted. The investigative
journalist  expressed fears
about his views, claiming they
went against Donald Trump’s
“America First” policy.

Ganada Announces Transfer 0f More
Than $100 Billion To Provinces And Territories

ominic LeBlanc, Minister of

Finance and Intergovernmental
Affairs, announced that the federal
government  will  deliver $103.8
billion in major federal transfers to
provinces and territories in 2025-26, in
addition to other significant financial
support. This represents an increase
of 4.4 per cent in major transfers
compared to 2024-25.
In 202526, the Canada Health Transfer
will increase by $2.6 billion to $54.7
billion. This includes a top-up payment
of $713 million thanks to the 5 per
cent annual increase guaranteed by
the federal government under the 10-
year health care package announced in
February 2023. This marks the first year
that top-up payments will be paid under
the guarantee, which remains in effect
until 202728.
Major federal transfers to provinces and
territories also include the Canada Social

Transfer, Equalization, and Territorial
Formula Financing. In addition to this,

the federal government provides other
significant annual support to provinces
and territories, including $11 billion
over 10 years to improve access to home
and community care, mental health and
addiction services, and $27 billion over
five years for a Canada-wide system of
affordable early learning and child care.
“A  cornerstone of our economic
plan is a robust social safety net and
effective public health care. This
year, we are providing nearly $104
billion in transfers to provinces and
territories. That’s close to $2 billion per
week, every week, to help ensure that
Canadians receive the public services—
including health care, post-secondary
education, social services and early
learning and child care—that they need.
Our government will continue to play
its part in building a stronger, healthier
nation for Canadians from coast to
coast to coast,” LeBlanc said.
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aahibzadas’ Mardyrdom Day

India Cultural Centre
of Canada Gurdwara
Nanak Niwas, 8600 #
5 Road, in Richmond
paid tribute to the four
Sahibzadas on Sunday,
December 22. A large
number of  devotees
joined the management
committee of the
Gurdwara in order to pay
tribute to Sahibzadas Baba
Ajit Singh and Baba Jhujar
Singh who gave up their
lives while fighting the
huge Mughal Army at the
Garhi Chamkaur Sahib in
1704. In the same month
of December, 1704, the
younger Sahibzadas Baba
Joravar Singh and Baba
Fateh Singh in order to
protect their faith sacrificed
their lives in Sarhand

This month brings back
very sad and unfortunate

memories of these tragedies. The Kirtani Jatha
of the Gurdwara moved the congregation
with their kirtan and katha. Secretary Balwant
Sanghera thanked the Gianis, sevadars and the
congregation for paying a very fitting tribute to
the Sahibzadas on this occasion.

Local Youth to Represent Ganada at 2025
Australia Scouts Jamboree, Promoting
kiobal Unity and Gultural Exchange

wo local teens, Akshay Mohan
and Caitlyn Skleryk, are
heading off on an extraordinary
adventure to the 2025 Australian

{ e
Jamboree as Volunteer Youth 1

Leaders.
The  Scouting event, held
from January 6-15, 2025, in

Queensland, Australia, promises
an unforgettable experience to
represent their community on a
global stage, and forge connections
with Scouts from around the world.
Akshay and Caitlyn will be
among over 1,100 volunteers
and more than 10,000 youth and
adult participants from over 30
countries.

They  will
Canadian

the
which

travel with
contingent,
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includes 37 youth and parent

volunteers from provinces
across the country, including
British Columbia, Alberta,
Saskatchewan, Manitoba, and
Ontario.

Both Akshay and Caitlyn are
members of the local 6th Peace
Arch Scouts group and have
been involved in Scouts for
many years. Akshay began his
scouting journey eight years
ago in Grade 3, while Caitlyn
joined 13 years ago when she
was in Kindergarten.

Their time in Scouts has had
countless adventures with
other youth in their group,
including summer and winter
camps, hikes, canoeing,
kayaking,  archery, rock
climbing, community service
and much more.

Although the pandemic was
a challenge, their group
continued to stay connected
and engaged, switching to
online meetings and the
occasional outdoor activities
that allowed for safe social
distancing. This will be the
second international Scout
Jamboree for both Akshay
and Caitlyn, who previously
attended the Finland Scout
Jamboree in the summer
of 2022. They have both
earned recognition for their
leadership, citizenship and
commitment.

For
all your
Insurance
needs
please call

604 377 4085
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280 MIIIIIln Trees Planted In 2024 In BG

ICTORIA - More than 280 million

trees were planted in B.C. forests in
2024 due to the Province’s efforts.
2024 was a banner year for tree planting in
B.C., including celebrating 10 billion trees
planted since 1930,” said Ravi Parmar,
Minister of Forests. “Our government’s
commitment to sustainable forests has
seen us lead the country by planting more
than two billion trees since 2017.”
Caring for B.C.’s forests has come a long
way since reforestation programs began
in 1930. Meticulous planning goes into
selecting which types of trees are seeded
and encouraged to grow on public lands.
This year, 13 different native tree species

Ravi Parmar, Minister of Forests

were chosen in an effort to preserve

natural ecosystems and prioritize key
characteristics, such as resilience to
climate change.

The Province’s 2024 reforestation efforts
were primarily focused on fire-damaged
areas. This was in addition to the work
undertaken by forest tenure holders as part
of their legal requirements to regenerate
harvested areas.

“Weare in good shape rightnow based upon
a run of strong years and the government’s
commitment to tackling the impacts of
climate change through adaptation and
keeping reforestation programs at a level
to help regrow our forests,” said John
Betts, executive director, Western Forestry

Contractors’ Association. “Our members
have been adapting to the concept of a
restoration economy targeting ecosystem
resilience through all kinds of different
planting programs.”

B.C. Timber Sales (BCTS), a division
of Ministry of Forests responsible for
managing vast areas of forested public
land, also marked a milestone this year.
More than one billion trees have been
planted since the organization was founded
in 2003. BCTS supports local jobs and
communities by issuing approximately 40
tree-planting contracts to small business
operators throughout the province every
year.

Ghief Superintendent Wendy Mehat informs about
RGMP Surrey Support Unit role in a holiday message

As we approach the holiday
season, a time for joy and

questions about our roles
in the community, we are

reflection I want to express
my heartfelt gratitude for your
continued support throughout
this year. Hundreds of RCMP
officers are here in the city, as
a part of the Surrey Provincial
Operations Support Unit (RCMP
SPOSU). We are the same unit,
the same dedication, the same
officers — now with a new name.
A majority of RCMP officers who
previously worked at the Surrey
RCMP Detachment, maintain
their roles and remain committed
to ensuring the safety and well-
being of everyone in the City
of Surrey. Many residents have
approached our officers with

here providing support and
assistance to our colleagues
at the Surrey Police Service.
We appreciate the spirit of
cooperation, respect and
understanding across police
agencies — this makes our
community strong.

RCMP Frontline officers and
Community Response Units
(CRU) continue to work in
the Cloverdale, Guildford and
South Surrey districts as we
maintain all police operations
in those neighbourhoods.
RCMP SPOSU officers are
also running Investigative
Services for the majority

Unit, Auto Theft, Drugs
and Property Crime are
also  continuing  their
enforcement efforts in the
designated RCMP zones.
If you see our members
out and about, feel free to
stop and say hello or attend
the District 2 office in
Guildford for a visit.

It brings us joy, to see
so many smiling and
supportive  faces  right
before the holidays, just

of the city including as we did at the Santa Claus
supporting the Surrey Parade in Cloverdale. Thank you
Police Service in the for your generosity during our
Newton area. Specialized Pack the PC and Keian’s Holiday
RCMP SPOSU teams, Wish Toy Drive where we raised
including  the  Youth $1015.95 and collected 265 Ibs of

food and 1,200 unwrapped toys.
We are grateful for your
continued trust in the RCMP. As
we celebrate, let’s remember to
look out for one another, be safe
on the roads and spread cheer.
Together, we can make this
holiday season brighter and safer
for all.

On behalf of the members of my
team at the Surrey Provincial
Operations Support unit, we wish
you and your loved ones a safe
and festive holiday season.

Bus: 604-599-4888
Email: mandeep.grewal@century21.ca
Website: GREWALMANDEEP.COM

BRYDON
LIVING

SPACE FOR LIFE-

2, 3 & 4 BEDROOM
LUXURY TOWNHOMES

55A Avenue & Brydon Crescent

REGISTER NOW
BRYDONLIVING.CA

(604) 750-4018

Developers

Pricos and specifatons re subject to change, £ & OF.

MANDEEP S. GREWAL
604-618-9655
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Coastal R Realty Ltd.

Century 21 Masters Award Winner
2008, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2016, 2017

BRYDON LIVING
55 A AVE., & BRYDON CRESCENT

Brydon Living is an

exciting new
development in the
heart of Langley City! A
collection of 30
spacious light-filled
homes with rooftop
patio views, world
class finishes and
materials. 1450 SF -
1900 SF units at
$619,900 Call today for
further details!

$619,900
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Return of an Icon: All-New Hybrid-Electric Honda Prelude Will Gome to Ganada

onda recently announced an all-new
hybrid-electric Prelude sports coupe
will be introduced to the Canadian market
late next year, returning one of the brand’s
most iconic nameplates to the lineup.
The stylish new Prelude will mark the
debut of Honda S+ Shift, an innovative
new drive mode that further advances
Linear Shift Control to deliver maximum
levels of driver engagement, in keeping
with the heritage of the Prelude line.
“T h e

Honda

Prelude has a

storied history, joining

Civic and Accord as

one of the first three products in our lineup
in the 1970s, its return will put a nostalgic
smile on the faces of those that have fond
memories of this iconic car,” said Emile
Korkor, Assistant Vice President Honda
Canada. “The Prelude is yet another
exciting hybrid-electric model that we’re
introducing as part of our commitment
to an electrified future, joining the Civic,
CR-V and Accord as part of our expanding
hybrid lineup.”

The hybrid-electric Honda Prelude
Concept made its first North American
appearance at the 2023 Los Angeles
Auto Show following its global debut at
the 2023 Japan Mobility Show, 45 years
after the first-generation Prelude entered
production in November 1978. A beloved
favorite of automotive enthusiasts, the
sports coupe consistently introduced
innovative new technologies to the

Honda lineup and industry across its five
generations, including four-wheel steering
(4WS) and torque vectoring Active Torque
Transfer System (ATTS).
Honda established a global goal to achieve
carbon neutrality for all of its products and
corporate activities by 2050. Toward that
goal, the company’s vision is to make
battery-electric and fuel cell electric
vehicles represent 100% of its vehicle
sales by 2040.
Hybrid-electric vehicles are a key step
in this Honda electrification strategy,
which includes equipping its
core models with hybrid-
electric powertrains —
with the company
celebrating 25
years of hybrid
sales in North
America.
Honda Canada
has achieved
record electrified
vehicle sales in 2024,
which now represent more than 30% of
the brand’s total sales. Hybrid-electric
trims currently make up more than
50% of Accord and CR-V sales, and
the newly introduced Civic Hybrid is
expected to ultimately represent about
60% of Civic sales. Cumulative sales
of Honda electrified vehicles in North
America top one million.
In December 2024, Honda celebrated 25
years of hybrid sales in North America.
Honda began sales of the first-generation
Honda Insight, North America’s first
hybrid-electric model in December of
1999. Honda began sales this year of the
Honda Prologue, the brand’s first all-
electric SUV. And late next year, Honda
will begin production of the first EVs
based on the new Honda-developed EV
platform at the Honda EV Hub.
At CES 2024 in January, Honda unveiled

two concept models of the Honda 0 Series,
the Saloon, and the Space-Hub.

A production model of the Saloon,
positioned as a flagship model of the
Honda 0 Series is planned for introduction
in 2026, and will be built at the Honda

EV Hub in Ohio, Moreover, Honda has
announced plans to introduce a total of
seven Honda 0 Series models globally
by 2030, including small-, medium- and
large-size models.

Continued on page 30
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11 Indians Killed
In Georgia Gas
Poisoning

n a tragic accident, 12 people including

11 Indian nationals were found dead at
a restaurant in Georgia. According to the
Indian mission in the capital Tbilisi, they
reportedly died due to the carbon monoxide
poisoning. The bodies were discovered on
the second floor of a building housing an
Indian food restaurant at a ski resort.
Amongst 11, one deceased has been identified
as Sameer Kumar who was a resident of
Khanna city in Punjab’s Ludhiana district.
The Indian embassy issued a statement
while offering condolences and said that the
mission is in touch with the local authorities
to fetch the details of the deceased. “Mission
has just learned about the death of 12 Indian
nationals in Gudauri, Georgia. Deepest
condolences to the bereaved families.
Mission is in touch with the local authorities
to get details of the Indian nationals who lost
their lives. All possible assistance will be
given,” said the Indian embassy.

Punjab Farmer Leader Jagjit Singh Dallewal’s Health
Deteriorates, Apex |:IIIII‘| |SSIIBS NIItII}B To Punjab Govt

unjab farmer leader Jagjit Singh

Dallewal’s health has deteriorated,
with doctors warning that his life is
“hanging by a thread”. The 70-year-
old has been on a fast-unto-death at the
Khanauri border point between Punjab
and Haryana for 25 days now.
Dallewal, the Samyukta Kisan Morcha
(non-political) leader, is on an indefinite
hunger strike to press the Centre to accept
the demands of the protesting farmers,
including a legal guarantee of minimum
support price (MSP) on all crops.
Addressing the farmers from the special
stage made in view of his deteriorating
health, Dallewal expressed heartfelt
gratitude to those lending support to the
agitation. “I want to tell all of you that
I am alright,” he said in a frail voice as
another farmer leader Abhimanyu Kohar
helped him.
“We have to win this battle. This battle
will be won only if the whole country
fights unitedly,” Dallewal said and
appealed to Punjab’s “younger brother

Haryana” and other states that “this battle
should be fought strongly”.

Farmers, under the banner of Samyukta
Kisan Morcha (Non-Political) and Kisan
Mazdoor Morcha, have been camping at
the Shambhu and the Khanauri border
points between Punjab and Haryana since
February 13 after their march to Delhi
was stopped by security forces.

A “jatha” of 101 farmers attempted
to march to Delhi on foot three times
between December 6 and 14 but were
stopped by security personnel in Haryana.

Meanwhile, the Samyukta Kisan
Morcha’s Punjab unit leaders held a
meeting and condemned the central and
the Punjab governments’ “indifferent
attitude”, saying they should have
intervened by now as Dallewal’s health
was deteriorating.

The Supreme Court on Friday raised
serious concerns over the deteriorating
health of Dallewal. The apex court
directed the Punjab government to
ensure that Dallewal receives the
necessary medical assistance. The Punjab
government has formed a high-level
medical board comprising senior doctors
to provide medical care to Dallewal.

The Punjab advocate general further
informed the court that Dallewal had
submitted a letter addressed to the Prime
Minister when a delegation visited him
on December 24. In the letter, Dallewal
expressed that he would be willing to
cooperate with medical assistance only if
the government opened a dialogue with
the farmers.

aGPG Ghief Undergoes “Religious Punishment’

For ‘Using Derogatory Words® Against Bibi Jagir Kaur
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GPC chief Harjinder Singh
Dhami  appeared  before
the Akal Takht and underwent
‘religious punishment for “using

derogatory words” against former ‘ardas’.
SGPC chief Bibi Jagir Kaur. An audio conversation had
Dhami held a meeting with Akal landed Dhami in trouble in

Takht Jathedar Giani Raghbir
Singh before appearing before
the high priests, who asked him
to wash dishes at the ‘langar hall’
and clean the shoes of the devotees
at the ‘jodha ghar’ for an hour
each. After compliance, Dhami
recited the prayers and performed

which he is purportedly heard
using derogatory words against
Kaur. Following this, Dhami had
volunteered to approach the Akal
Takht to tender an apology and had
also apologised to Kaur.

Dhami said he was on a telephonic
interaction with a Kotkapura-

based person recently when the
conversation moved over to some
reference pertaining to delay in
accepting the resignations of
Akali leaders. The caller levelled
allegations against him in the name
of Bibi Jagir Kaur. That infuriated
him and he “unintentionally” used
some objectionable words, he said.
In a letter addressed to Akal Takht
Jathedar Giani Raghbir Singh,

Dhami said, “I humbly submit that
in ‘jaane-anjaane’ (knowingly or
unknowingly) I lost temper and
used offensive words. I apologise
to Bibi Jagir Kaur and the entire
women fraternity. Being on a
responsible Panthic post, I should
have refrained from using such
obnoxious language. The verdict of
the Akal Takht on the issue will be
acceptable to me unconditionally.”

APPROX. 3 ACRES
RIVER ROAD DELTA

PAVED FENCED
WATER POWER

GREAT FOR
CONTAINER STORAGE

LUMBER RELOAD
EQUIPMENT SALES

CALL: 604 290 24238
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surrey Council Approves $1.2M Demolition Gontract

Surrey Council approved a $1.2M
contract for the demolition of
the former North Surrey Recreation
Centre. This is a significant step in the
development of the much-anticipated
Centre Block that includes two high-rise
commercial office towers, ground-level
retail units, and a vibrant public plaza in
the heart of the downtown City Centre.

“Centre Block is more than just a
redevelopment project. It will be the
catalyst for economic growth, innovation
and community engagement in our ever-
expanding City Centre,” said Mayor
Brenda Locke. “Centre Block will be a
vibrant, accessible, and modern urban
centre near rapid transit and major
transportation routes. It is also a natural
extension of the considerable civic
investment in the area as reflected in the
new City Hall, Library and Civic Plaza

For North Surrey _ﬂBﬂI‘EﬂtilllI Gentre

and will progress Surrey’s long-term
economic interests through advancing a
downtown business district.”

Led by Surrey City Development
Corporation (SCDC), the project is
poised to be a groundbreaking office and
institutional complex adjacent to one of
the region’s most intensively used transit
hubs.

“The demolition of the old North Surrey

Recreation Centre will mark the start
of a new era for our downtown core,”
Locke added. “The redevelopment of
the site will set the foundation for the
transformative Centre Block project. This
milestone project will not only enhance
the downtown landscape with new office
space and retail options but also foster a
sense of community through the public
plaza. Centre Block will be instrumental

in the continued evolution of Surrey’s City
Centre into the region’s second downtown
core.”

The former North Surrey Recreation
Centre, located at 10275 City Parkway,
will  undergo  phased  demolition
beginning in early 2025, with an expected
completion date of summer 2025. Given
the site’s proximity to the SkyTrain line
and the Surrey Central bus loop, Arena 1
on the north side of the building will be
demolished first, and Arena 2 and Pool
will follow. The project will prioritize
safety and environmental compliance,
including the careful removal of hazardous
materials. Traffic control measures and
strategic scheduling will be implemented
to reduce inconvenience and disruption.
Funding for the demolition contract is
available in the approved 2024 Corporate
Capital Budget.

Art animates Surrey Givic Plaza

he City of Surrey is excited
to announce the launch of

seven different geographics sites
around Surrey: Serpentine River,

Landscapes

Surrey Art  Gallery,
celebrates

Liquid
the

the newly relocated outdoor art
venue UrbanScreen with the
exhibition  Nicolas  Sassoon:
Liquid Landscapes. UrbanScreen
is an award-winning outdoor art
venue operated and programmed
by Surrey Art Gallery. Liquid
Landscapes will be projected 30
minutes after sunset every evening
at Surrey Civic Plaza until Feb.
16, 2025.

Redwood Park, Crescent Beach,
Nicomekl River, Boundary Bay,
Serpentine Fen, and the Fraser
River.

Each of the seven animations will
be displayed on a different night
of the week, accompanied by
audio responses created by local
music producers and sound artists,
including Yu Su (You’re Me), J.S.
Aurelius (Ascetic House), Jean

geographic diversity throughout
Surrey and challenges us to think
aboutourcomplicated relationship
with nature and technology. An
essay about Liquid Landscapes in
the “Surrey Art Gallery Presents”
publication series is available free
for download on the Surrey Art
Gallery’s website.

UrbanScreen showcases
innovative, site-specific, digital

across the Lower Mainland as well

as audiences local to Surrey. The
next exhibition, Vavara & Mar:

unique and immersive experience
for all who visit.
The relocation of UrbanScreen

Nicolas
Landscapes
series  of
animations

Sassoon’s Liquid
is a mesmerizing
pixelated  digital
that captures the

colours, motions, and shapes of
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¢* Complete Collision Repairs
¢ Written Guarantee

Brazeau, Scott Woodworth, Baby
Blue (s.M.i.L.e), Venetta (NuZi
Collective), and x/o.

Curated by Rhys
Assistant

Edwards,
the

innovative,
Curator  at
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& shop

Accredited Collision Repairs and Valet Service
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604-580-1027

12259 King George Blvd., Surrey BC
(Close to Patullo Bridge)

art made by artists from around the
Lower Mainland and further afield.
For over a decade, it has presented

programming to commuters from

award-winning

We Are the Clouds, will open on
Feb. 27, 2025. This interactive
exhibit invites visitors to engage
with a virtual “community of
clouds” through kiosks, creating a

was made possible through
PacifiCan, Surrey Public Art, and
Surrey Art Gallery Association.
For more information visit: surrey.
ca/urbanscreen
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Baby John BO debacle:
Video Of Atlee Pitting Varun
Dhawan Against RK Has

Aged Like Milk,

Goncludes Internet

arun Dhawan’s massy action hero era may just to create hype, raising eyebrows at

be tanking even before a full fledged take off. On  Atlee instead: “Atlee jinxed the
Christmas day earlier this week, the actor saw through film by saying this sentence.
the release of what was being anticipated to be one of his  Kanguva producers did
stronger attempts at getting ahold of box office glory. The the same mistake..The
Kalees-helmed Baby John, incidentally an Atlee production, —marketing wasn’t right
is an adaptation of Tamil blockbuster Theri (2016) starring  atall .. itdidn’t create
Thalapathy Vijay in the lead. Easily among the Tamil icon’s  any hype at all” read
most memorable films, Varun had tall, TALL boots to fillas a comment.
soon as he signed on. Reportedly mounted
With taking on an entirely new on-screen persona while on a budget of X180
attempting to live up to audience expectations that came crores, a Sacnilk
with emulating Thalapathy Vijay’s magic on screen, Varun — report shares that
already had enough on his plate. Atlee’s astronomical over a 2-day run, one
claims however, may just have buried any cred Varun could  of which was a major
have potentially walked away with from the project. holiday, the film has
During a press event for the film, Atlee very confidently —managed to rake in only
asserted how Varun Dhawan was the next ‘superstar’ in  16.5 crores — and these
the making and that Baby John was going to be that final are worldwide figures. Even
push for him. Now mind you, ‘superstar’ is a tag that in a ‘surprise’ cameo from Salman
Bollywood only extends itself to the likes of Amitabh Khan doesn’t seem like a magic
Bachchan, Shah Rukh Khan and Salman Khan to name trick enough to save the film.
the most elite few. Atlee didn’t stop there. A battle lost for Baby John, also starring Keerthy
Varun before it even began. ) ~ Suresh, Wamiga Gabbi and Jackie
But that’s .not all. Atlee even went as far as to dlrect.ly pit Shroff, is currently running in
Varun against Ranbir Kapoor, who with one of the biggest
fiscal successes of the industry last year, Animal, hit play theatres.
on his golden streak again. As per Atlee, Baby John was
supposed to do for Varun what Animal did for Ranbir. It
seemed impossible, as soon as the filmmaker verbalised
the thought. And now Baby John’s box office report, rather
dismal, has made sure that the internet reopens the (over)
confident sell, with a lot of notes to share.
Comments like “Ye toh what Animal did to Bobby Deol bhi
nahi kar paaya”, “Ranbir alredy had a good fan base animal
just increased it” and “Ranbir already proved himself many
years ago with Rockstar and Barfi, Varun can never come
close to what Ranbir can perform on screen!” summed up
the internet’s take on Atlee’s foot-in-mouth
moment.
Many even absolved Varun of direct blame
when it came to the unsuccessful attempt
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GLASSIFIEDS costonse

Matrimonial/Employment 604-591-5160

EMPLOYMENT

WORKER REQUIRED

GALAXY IDP CONSTRUCTION LTD.
Full Time Hiring Workers

Construction painter supervisor (2)
Insulator (2)
Painter (3)
Email: galaxyinsulationdrywall@gmail.com
Phone: 604-366-6000
www.gidl.ca

R R RS- L

PUBLIC NOTICE

My Name is Kuldip Mandair One
of Our teanent parv his car in my
property at 12666-114th ave
Surrey B.C. V3V-3N9 on Nov.
2020 and left in April 2021. It's
White Color 2015 Honda Civic.
VIN Number is VIN-
2HGFB2F56FH001467 If
anyone has any concern with this
car. Please Contact me at

778-861-3643

D e e o o

LOOKING FOR BRIDE

Canadian Citizen, Jatt Sikh Brar Boy
lives in Surrey, 28 years old, 6' Looking
for a family oriented girl. Girl should be
Canadian citizen or PR. Study based,
work permit can be considered.
Vancouver and Calgary families will be
preferred.

604.818.5780
PR LA

LOOKING FOR GROOM

Looking for a suitable match for Canadian
PR Hindu girl, 30 years, 56", smart,
beautiful, and well-educated. She is a
kind-hearted and understanding person
who values family and relationships. We
are looking for Canadian citizen/PR who is
well-educated, respectful, and compatible
with her personality. If you are interested
in knowing more about, please contact

+91 98728 30435 (whatsapp)
LOOKING FOR BRIDE

Well Settled Jat Sikh Family from
Vancouver Canada Seeks Matrimonial
Alliance for their Son India Born OCT 87,
5'9" Commerce Graduate from Universaity
BC. Employed as OFFICER with Canadian
Federal Govt. Father Runs the Business
Owns Residentials & Commercial
Properties in Vancouver, Parents Also have
Urban Rural Properties in Delhi & Haryana.
Family is Looking for Nice Beautiful
Educated Girl from a Decent Cultured
Reputed Family. Please Contact & send
Details along with Recent Photographs to

1(604) 649-6109
Oremail at:
jaschahal10@gmail.com

4 weeks in Link

DATING

Older Caucasian Man, Very Clean

Financially Independent,
Interesting and Active. Would Like
to Meet An Older (50ish) Indian
Lady For Fun and Excitement.
Possible Relationship. Please
Call: 778-828-5069 exp.27/04/24

D A

DATING

South Asian 54 yrs Old Man
looking for a female for
campanionship. Must be
outgoing. Divorce or Widow
Welcome.

Please Call: 778-713-6184

exp.08/06/24

e e 2 S

LOOKING FOR BRIDE

Jatt Sikh Dhaliwal Educated,
handsome boy, 25/5'11", Canadian
Born, Lives in Surrey(BC) Canada,
He has completed his Bachelor in
Health science and Currently doing
Medical Laboratory science. He has
been working at Govt. Hospital from
three years. Family would prefer
Canadian born, sikh girl. contact:
parmdhaliwal65@gmail.com

Ph: 604.825.5194

D o e e

For all your
insurance needs
please call

604.377.4085

D A

LOOKING FOR BRIDE

Jatt Sikh Canada Born Young
Man, Looking For A Bride. She
can be Canada Born or on Work
Permit, Student or P.R. Serious
Inquiries Only Please.

(604) 900-2999

starts Dec 07, 24

LOOKING FOR BRIDE

Well settled Jat Sikh family
from Surrey looking for a bride
for their son 36 yrs old, 5°10”
tall, handsome, clean shaven,
graduate from Canadian
University, employed as officer
with Canadian federal
government. The girl should
be educated, family oriented,
beautiful and well versed with
both cultures. Please send
recent picture and bio data to
WhatsApp no. 604-808-9070

PERSONAL / DATING

Hi | am a fit 40s athletic male into working out and music.
Looking for a female for friends and companion. Discretion

assured and respected. Cell: 604-618-2820

PERSONAL / DATING

East Indian Male 52 years old, Divorce, Canadian Born is looking
ro a woman for Relationship, Age 40+Over, Divorce or Widow is
Welcome. I’'m a hard working person & straight forward kind.

Call Peter at: 604-657-6013

Email: pjottey@hotmail.com

LOOKING FOR BRIDE

Parents are looking for a suitable match for their 32 year old, 6'1"
Canadian citizen boy. MBA from India. Currently working as
Immigration consultant. Caste no bar.

Call 236.518.0679 for more details.

LOOKING FOR BRIDE

Seeking a beautiful girl for Ramgarhia boy, Canadian Citizen, grew
upinindia, 37 years, 5’ 11”7, Commercial Pilotin Air Canada, based in
Vancouver, never married, The girl should be family oriented from
respected family, tall, educated with good job, Canadian Citizen/PR
respected to elders and loving toward family members and Living
with her family in Surrey/Van, region.

For more information Please Contact 604-729 8123.

LOOKING FOR GROOM

Jatt Sikh parents are looking for a boy for their beautiful 25
years old, 5'4", MBBS daughter. Boy should be a doctor
from Jatt Sikh family and should be a Canadian citizen or
PR. Girls family is very well reputed & settled in Vancouver.

Call 604-377-4085 for more details

NAME CHANGE

[, Rajesh Kumar, holder of Indian Passport No.W4233618, issued at Vancouver, ON
21/10/2022, presently and Permanent residing at 13880-78A Ave, Surrey, BC V3W 2Y5
and former resident of 19836 C Street No 20, Ajit Road, Bathinda,

Punjab 151 001 INDIA do hereby change my name
from RAJESH KUMAR to ROBIN GURANI, with immediate effect.

Nanda Jewellers Inc.,
Located at #6696 Main Street, Vancouver, B.C.V5X 3H2,
is looking to fill the position for a
Store Manager [NOC 60020].

Number of Positions Available: 1 [one]
Start Date: As soon as possible
Job type: This is a full-time, permanent position.
Location of work: Location of work is only
at our only location in the address above.
Salary: $36/hour.
Language: English. Please mention in your resume
if you have any Hindi or Punjabi language skills.

Hours of work: 11 AM-7PM, 5 days of the week
depending on weekly schedule. 40 hours work week
Benefits- Benefits include extended health and
dental benefits and minimum provincial benefits

Job duties:

- A customer centric approach and informing clients about new designs in jewelry
introduced in the store catalogue;

- Preparing and coordinating schedules for staff;

- Ensure team is knowledgeable of company policies and are proficient in solving
customer service issues efficiently;

- Achieving monthly and quarterly sales targets by demonstrating strong personal selling
skills and training team by transferring skills to sales teams;

- Assisting managementin the hire and training or new employees;

- Developing sales strategies with online and offline marketing to boost store sales;

- Monitor stock levels and place orders as needed;

Job requirements

- Completed secondary school is required, In addition please highlight if you have a
college diploma or university degree in business management and administration;

- Minimum of one year or more previous sales experience preferably in the jewelry
industry;

- Strong leadership and management skills;

- Candidate must be willing to work independently and manage team with a high level of
accuracy, have excellent interpersonal skills and display a high level of professionalism;

-Applicant must provide management with a recent Criminal Record check before joining

Please send your resume by email to: nandaonmain2024@gmail.com
Please only reply by email as we are a busy store and this
is the most efficient way for us to screen your application

Only qualified candidates will be contacted.

This position is open for Newcomers to Canada,
Visible minorities and Indigenous People.
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Year-Ender 2024: Malaika Arora-Arjun Kapoaor,
Hardik Pandya-Natasa Stankovic; Gelebs Who Galled It Quits

he year 2024

only grand marriages
and blockbuster films but
also some  heart-wrenching
celebrity breakups that left fans
disheartened. Here’s a look back
at celebrity separations that made
headlines this year.
Malaika Arora-Arjun Kapoor
Actors Malaika Arora and Arjun
Kapoor had been in a relationship
for nearly six years. Although
neither officially confirmed a
breakup, Malaika deleted their
pictures from her social media,
and her cryptic post on November
1 hinted at the separation. In
October, Kapoor confirmed his
single status during an event to
promote his film Singham Again,
putting an end to the speculation.
Despite the breakup, Kapoor was
by Arora’s side when her father
passed away in September.

saw  not

Hardik
Stankovic
Cricketer Hardik Pandya and
actor-model Natasa Stankovic
announced  their  separation
after four years of marriage
in July 2024. They made the
announcement on social media,
where  Stankovic shared a
heartfelt message: “After four
years of being together, Hardik
and I have decided to mutually
part ways. We tried our best and
gave it our all, but we believe
this is what’s best for both of us.”
They continue to co-parenting
their son, Agastya.

Sania Mirza-Shoaib Malik

In January 2024, former tennis
star Sania Mirza and former
Pakistan cricketer Shoaib Malik
announced the end of their 14-
year marriage. Rumours of their

Pandya-Natasa

separation had been circulating
for months, but the confirmation

came through a statement
from Mirza’s sister, Anam.
The statement read, “Sania

and Shoaib have been living
separately for several months,
and their divorce was finalized
some time ago.” It also requested

privacy and respect for Mirza
during this difficult time.

Urmila Matondkar-Mohsin
Akhtar Mir

In September 2024, Bollywood
actress ~ Urmila  Matondkar
announced her separation from
husband Mohsin Akhtar Mir
after eight years of marriage.

Matondkar had already filed for
divorce months earlier, but the
news was only made public at
that time. A source confirmed
to HTCity that the divorce was
not mutual, though the reasons
behind the split remained
undisclosed.

Jayam Ravi-Aarti

Tamil actor Jayam Ravi and his
wife Aarti ended their 15-year
marriage, citing personal reasons
as the cause for their separation.
In a statement shared on social
media, Jayam Ravi wrote, “After
much thought and discussion, I
have made the difficult decision
to proceed with the dissolution
of my marriage with Aarti. This
decision, though painful, is in the
best interest of all involved.” The
couple share two sons, Aarav and
Ayaan.

Anupam Kher Pays
Emotional Tribute
To Manmohan
aingh, Reveals He
Initially Refused
The Accidental
Prime Minister

Anupam Kher is mourning
the loss of former Prime

Minister Dr Manmohan Singh,
paying a heartfelt tribute to him
through a video on social media.
In the emotional post, Anupam
reminisced about his meetings
with Singh while working on
The Accidental Prime Minister,
saying he will miss the “man in
the turban

Anupam brought his life to the
big screen through the 2019 film
The Accidental Prime Minister.
Anupam pays his tribute

The actor took to Instagram to
share the video message. “I am
deeply saddened to know about
his demise. I am outside the
country. I have spent almost
1.5 years with the character of
Dr Manmohan Singh, studying
his nature, mannerisms and
character,” he said in the video.
Anupam added, “To portray a
character truthfully, you must go
inside the person. Dr Manmohan
Singh was inherently a good
man; gentle, bright, brilliant
and kind. And if you see The
Accidental Prime Minister now,
you will discover that 1 could
to some extent imbibe all those
qualities. I refused this film for
various reasons. | thought people
would think I am making fun of
him through the role”.

That being said, Anupam feels
it is one of the “most truthful
portrayals” of his career.

In the video, Anupam was being
cautious while describing Singh
and his nature.
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Ranbir Kapoor And
Deepika Padukone's
Yeh Jawaani Hai
Deewani To Re-

Release In Theatres
On This Date

arlier this month, Karan Johar’s Dharma

Productions shared a cryptic post about Yeh
Jawaani Hai Deewani leaving fans speculating about
its possible sequel. However, following the trend of re-
releases, Ranbir Kapoor and Deepika Padukone’s film
is all set to hit the theatres again in 2025.Yeh Jawaani
Hai Deewani re-release date
PVR INOX is bringing back one of Bollywood’s most
cherished films, Yeh Jawaani Hai Deewani, to theatres
on January 3, 2025, across 140 PVR INOX Cinemas
in 46 cities. This comes after Dharma Productions’ Kal
Ho Naa Ho’s successful re-release. Apart from this,
in 2024, several films like Tumbbad, Veer Zara, and
Rehnaa Hai Terre Dil Mein, re-released in theatres and
movie-goers flocked to the theatres to see the magic of
these movies once again on the big screen.
Karan Johar and Ayan Mukerji on film’s re-release
Karan Johar, Producer, expressed his excitement on
Yeh Jawaani Hai Deewani’s re-release, and said, “Yeh
Jawaani Hai Deewani holds a special place in the heart
of Dharma Productions. The film has great music,
stunning locations, some of our most loved actors, and
a story that resonates across all generations. It’s just the
perfect film to start the new year. The film leaves you
with a warm, fuzzy feeling about life. We can’t wait
to see how Gen Z feels about watching it as adults on
the big screen while millennials join in, singing
along and repeating all the dialogues
before the actors do.”
Reflecting on the film’s re-release,
Director Ayan Mukerji shared,
“This movie feels like my second
child, a part of my heart and soul.
More than a decade later, I can
confidently say that creating it was
one of the greatest joys of my life.
What we accomplished, despite its
perfections and imperfections, remains
a source of immense and lasting pride
for me.”
Yeh Jawaani Hai
Deewani is a coming-
of-age romantic
comedy-drama that
stars Ranbir Kapoor,
Deepika  Padukone,
Kalki Koechlin, and
Aditya Roy Kapur in
key roles. Apart from its
storyline and the cast’s
performances, the film
is popularly known for
its chartbuster songs
like Badtameez Dil,
Balam Pichkari, and
Dilliwaali Girlfriend
among others. Over
the years, the film has
achieved a cult status
and it will be interesting to
see if it proves to be a successful
re-release.

Honey Singh Endorses Fan’s Reel Claiming

Badshah Doesn’t Deserve To

‘Yo Yo Army Is With You"

0 Yo Honey Singh is in no mood to set-

tle his feud with fellow rapper and for-
mer collaborator Badshah. In his latest move,
Honey Singh endorses a fan’s Instagram Reel
arguing why Badshah doesn’t deserve to be a
singer.
Honey Singh fan’s Reel
Ridey Behl, a Honey Singh fan, who goes by
the Instagram handle @rideyay, posted an Ins-
tagram Reel in which he is addressed the audi-
ence. Ridey said in the video, “Recently maine
abhi ek Reel banayi thi Badshah ke upar.
Usmein kya hua ki Honey
Singh ne bhi like kari
hai wo. Maine ye bola
that ki Badshah In-
dian Idol ka judge
banne layak nahi.
Uske baad bhai
Badshah ke
itne saare

. y

fans aa gaye. Bhai mujhe DM
mein, comment section mein
itni gandi-gandi gaaliyan
likhne lag gaye. Jab Honey
paji ne like kari, tab Hon-
ey Singh wale fans bhi aa
gaye (I made a Reel on
Badhshah, which Hon-
ey Singh also liked.
I said that Badshah
doesn’t deserve to
be an In-

=
dian Idol
judge. Subsequently,
so many of Badshah’s fans
abused me in the comment
section and DMs. Af-
ter Honey Singh liked
the post, his fans also
jumped in).”

As it began to seem
that Ridey would

apologise for
his words, he
switched  gears.
“Badshah ke
jitne bhi fans

hain, main unse
haath jod ke mafi
mangta hu, ki aap
Badshah ke fans
ho. Aur main hath
jod ke ye bhi mafi
mangta hu ki maine
bola ki wo Indian Idol
ka judge banne layak

Be Singer:

'r,

nahi hai. Wo singer banne ke hi
layak nahi hai wo. Main ye bol-
na chahta hu ki nahi ho paega
aap se. Bhai gaali dene wali toh
baat hi nahi thi. Kya kara maine
zyada se zyada? Aaj Honey Oak
lagaya hai maine perfume, ab iss
par gaali doge tum mujhe? Nahi
na? Mere bathroom mein honey-
bees ka chhatta lag gaya hai. Ab
mujhe batao, gaali doge ispe? It’s
a regular thing kya? Ab batao,
Badshah ke ghar pe honeybees
ka chhatta nahi lagta kya kabhi?
(Id like to apologise to all Bad-
shah fans with folded hands that
they’re Badshah fans. I'd also
like to apologise that I said he
doesn’t deserve to be an Indian
Idol judge. In fact, he doesn’t de-
serve to be even a singer. What’s
the point of abusing me? If I say
I’ve applied Honey Oak perfume
today, will you abuse me? No,
right? There’s a honeycomb
in my bathroom. Will you
abuse me now? Tell me,

is Badshah’s home

added Ridey.

Honey Singh ex-

tends support
Honey Singh not
only liked Ridey’s previous Reel,
but also commented on the new
one. “Yo Yo Army is with you
li’ll bro! Don’t worry,” wrote
the singer. Ridey pinned Honey
Singh’s comment on his Reel.
Honey recently addressed his
feud with Badshah in an India To-
day interview. “People often ask
me about my fight or controversy
with Badshah. A fight happens
when both people are involved,
but for 10 years, one man kept
abusing me, making songs about
me, mocking my illness, and 1
never responded,” he said.
“It was only this year, in 2024,
that I started speaking up, and
that too because of my fans. They
sent me messages saying, ‘Please
speak up; this is about our dignity
Now.

< A immune to a honey-
! A comb?) (laughs),”

==

In October,

Motor Co., Ltd. held its
Honda 0 Tech Meeting
2024 in Tokyo, Japan
and introduced some
S of the next-generation
= : B e, Lt ! technologies to be applied
' REa\ : to the Honda O Series.
Honda is planning to

Continued from Page 21

Return of an lcon: All-New...

Honda

unveil a new Honda 0 Series
model at CES 2025, scheduled

for January 2025.
wwThis new model will be
the embodiment in product

form of the technologies and
electrification concept introduced
during the Honda 0 Tech Meeting.
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