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The Sikh community is renowned for its 
economic, social, and political contributions 
worldwide. Among its members are also 
brilliant scholars conducting cutting-edge 
research in various fields. To showcase and 
celebrate these accomplishments, the Guru 
Nanak Institute of Global Studies (GNI) 
held its third annual summit at Dhaliwal 
Banquet Hall in Surrey from September 
28-29. The summit served as a platform for 
exploring the future of the Sikh community 
and discussing pressing global issues.
Over two days, the event brought together 

scholars, professionals, community leaders, 
and students to delve into important topics, 
with a special focus on global food security 
and sustainability. Gian Singh Sandhu, 
president of GNI, expressed his vision for 
the institute, saying, “GNI is on its way 
to becoming a university. We’re currently 
accredited to offer six diploma programs 
and two certificate courses, all approved 
by the provincial government, ensuring 
the highest standards of quality. Our 
keynote speaker Dr Alastair Summerlee 
former president and vice-chancellor of 
the University of Guelph and Carleton, 

By Surbhi Gogia

Baltej Singh Dhillon, a respected community 
figure, former RCMP officer, and now a 
BC NDP candidate from the newly created 
Surrey Serpentine River riding, is urging the 
community to be informed before voting. 
He is emphasizing the importance of doing 
your homework: “My dear community, it’s 
time to wake up. Pay attention. Don’t just 
take it at face value. Dig into the facts, gather 
information, read and then vote for the party 
you believe deserves the responsibility of 
governing.”
Dhillon was attending the NDP Rally in Surrey 

at Aria Banquet Hall on Sunday, September 
29th. While speaking to the LINK post Rally 
where 1000s of NDP supporters gathered to 
listen to their leader David Eby, Dhillon said 
there was a lot of misinformation and it was 
important to research before casting a vote. 
Taking a dig at BC Conservative party leader 
John Rustad, Dhillon highlighted outlandish 
claims about vaccines based on conspiracy 
theories. He was referring to a clip, B.C. 
NDP shared, of Rustad saying he has regrets 
about getting the “so-called vaccine” for 
COVID-19. 

BC NDP Candidate Baltej Dhillon From New Riding Surrey-
Serpentine River Has Special Message For Community
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Rishi Nagar, a longtime host with 
RED FM  Calgary, was assaulted 

last week by two men in a parking lot in 
the 2800 block of Hopewell Place N.E., 
striking him repeatedly and forcing him 
to the pavement.
Red FM shared the news, On Sept 29th 
at 3 pm, our Host and News Director 
Rishi Nagar was attacked by 2 people. 
The complaint has been filed with the 
Calgary Police.”
A surveillance video captured the 
assault after Nagar had left a political 
event at the Rio Banquet Hall. The 
attack was halted when other men 
intervened and shielded a sitting Nagar, 
after which his assailants left.
Calgary police confirmed they attended 
the banquet hall around 3 p.m. on 
Sunday after reports of an assault. 
When officers arrived, they found one 
person with injuries consistent with a 

physical assault. He was not transported 
to hospital by EMS. 
Nagar held a press conference in 
which he gave the details of the events 
that led to his attack. He believes he 
was attacked as a result of previous 
reporting he did connected to ongoing 
extortion. He said, “Many of you are 
aware I have spent a significant portion 
of my career reporting on the growing 

issues of extortions and criminal 
activities affecting the South Asian 
communities because the hardworking 
and the successful members of our 
community are living under constant 
fear and threat. It is important for the 
media to play its role and provide 
unbiased journalism.”
Nagar informed CBC that the attackers 
told him they were upset with recent 
reporting his outlet did. He said the 
coverage in question revolved around 
two weapons-related arrests last 
Wednesday at the Dashmesh Culture 
Centre. 
Nagar, who was bandaged across the 
left eye, said the attack left him with 
painful eye injuries and have left him 
at risk of “retinal detachment.” But he 
said that he will not be silenced and 
continue to do unbiased reporting. 
“The physical injuries that I sustained 

including an injury to my eye the retina 
is under a risk of severe damage and 
these injuries are for sure painful but 
what wounds me more deeply is the 
intent behind this assault. It is a clear 
attack on journalism and on the free 
press. This was not a personal attack 
on me alone this was an assault on the 
very principles that bind us as a free 
and  democratic Society.”
 He further added, “I will not be silenced 
these cowardly actions will not deter 
me or my colleagues from continuing 
our work nor will they dissuade the 
Press from reporting on matters of 
public interest. They can break my eye 
not the resolve. “
Nagar is a one-time University of 
Calgary senator and a former member 
of the  Calgary Police Service’s anti-
racism committee.

There are 93 electoral districts 
New technology will be used this 

time to help voters with sight loss and 
other forms of disability
B.C.’s Chief Electoral Officer has 
issued the writs of election for the 43rd 
Provincial General Election. Final Voting 
Day will take place on Saturday, October 
19 in 93 electoral districts.
The writ of election is a formal order 
signed by the Chief Electoral Officer 
and the Lieutenant Governor that directs 
a District Electoral Officer to conduct 
an election. An election is called when 
the writ of election has been issued. In a 
general election, a writ is issued for each 
of the province’s 93 electoral districts. 

When they are returned, the election 
period is officially over.
There are lots of ways to vote from now 
until Final Voting Day on October 19. 
Eligible voters can vote at any  district 
electoral office  during office hours, 
by mail, at advance voting from October 
10-13, and October 15-16, or on Final 
Voting Day, Saturday, October 19, 2024.
New voting processes are being used to 
administer this election. This includes 
using networked laptops instead of paper 
lists to look up voters and cross them off 
the voters list. 
Networked laptops will be used to look 
up voters and cross them off the voters 
list, instead of paper lists. This reduces 

line-ups, makes the voting process more 
efficient and helps voters vote at any 
voting place.
Electronic tabulators will be used to count 
paper ballots. Tabulators are accurate, 
secure and efficient. They help us report 
results quickly on election night.
These changes mean that almost all 

ballots in the election will be counted 
on election night. In past BC elections, 
absentee and mail-in ballots could not 
be counted until final count, which took 
place about two weeks after election day. 
This delay was necessary to complete the 
manual, paper-based checks that were 
required to verify that the voters who cast 
these ballots were eligible to vote and that 
they had only voted once. The new voting 
process and the networked laptops allow 
us to perform these integrity checks much 
faster—almost in real-time. This means 
that around 98% of all ballots, including 
absentee and mail-in ballots, will be 
counted on election night.
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They Can Break My Eye Not My Resolve For Unbiased Journalism: 
Says South Asian Radio Host Attacked In Calgary 

BC’s Chief Electoral Officer issues formal order 
for 43rd Provincial General Election
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call Canada their home. Pun-
jabi language is now the third 
most spoken language both in 
Canada, in cities like Bramp-
ton, Edmonton, Calgary  and 
Metro Vancouver.    Punja-
bi was recognized as one of 
several second languages to 
be available in BC’s public 
schools. As things stand now, 
students in B.C.’s public 
schools are required to take 
one of six recognized second 
languages from grades 5 to 8 
. It is optional from grades 9 
to 12. Punjabi is one of these 
recognized languages.
PLEA would like to request 
that the second language re-
quirement for our students 
should be changed from 
the existing requirement of 
grades 5 to 8 as compulsory 
requirement to grades 4 to 7 
as compulsory and grades 8 
to 12 as optional. For Middle 
schools, it should be compul-
sory from grades 6 to 8 and 
optional from grades 9 to 12. 
Our reason for this is that 
in our current school sys-
tem there is a natural break 
from Primary to Intermediate 
grades- Kindergarten to grade 
to 3 being Primary and grades 
4 to 7 being Intermediate. As 
such, it should be made com-
pulsory from grades 4 to 7 
and optional from grades 8 to 
12. However, for the Middle 
Schools, it will make sense 
to have it compulsory from 
grades 6 to 8 and optional 
from grades 9 to 12.
Furthermore, PLEA requests 
that as Punjabi is the third 
most spoken language, the 
provincial government and 
the local school districts 

British Columbia’s election is in full swing. The 
three main political parties- NDP, Conservative 

and Green are very active in presenting their respec-
tive programs and policies to the electorate. On behalf 
of Punjabi Language Education Association (PLEA), 
I would like to bring to the attention of these parties, 
their candidates and their leaders some issues relating 
to Punjabi language in this province. 
Currently in B.C., close to 2 million Punjabi speakers 

TOP NEWS

Political parties urged to expand Punjabi Language programs in BC schools 

By Balwant Sanghera

should have appropriate messaging and information 
available to parents about the availability of Punjabi as 
second language in our public schools. 
Also, the province should ask the post secondary in-
stitutions to include teaching of Punjabi as a second 
language in B.C.’s public schools as part of the teacher 
training programs in their universities. In addition to 
that, the school districts and the province should assist 
with professional development opportunities for teach-
ers of Punjabi language. 
In certain schools/school districts, it may be difficult 
to have enough students or qualified teachers. As such, 
providing online Punjabi classes throughout the prov-
ince should be given careful consideration and support. 
In some of the Metro Vancouver schools/ school districts 
where there is a large number of students who may be 
interested in taking Punjabi, the process of determining 
their interests should start early in the calendar year so 
that the schools/School Districts get enough time to hire 
teachers, provide classrooms and other support struc-
ture to ensure the success of the Punjabi classes. At the 
secondary school level, it should be included at the time 
of course selection early in the new year that Punjabi is 
available as an option from grade 9 onwards.
  Incidentally, Punjabi is the tenth most spoken language 
in the world with more than 150 million speakers world-
wide. In Canada and many other countries, it has now 
become an asset in employment opportunities. PLEA 
urges all political parties to give serious consideration 
to these recommendations. 
(Balwant Sanghera is President, Punjabi Language Ed-
ucation Association (PLEA Canada)
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David Eby has released his plan of 
action to help people and families 

over the next four years. He is pledging 
to cut taxes for the middle class, open 
the door to homes people can afford, and 
make sure everyone gets good quality 
health care when and where they need it.
“It’s feeling difficult and uncertain out 
there for too many. It’s our responsibility 
to help people now, so you don’t just get 
by–you get ahead,” said Eby. “Our plan is 
built to tackle the biggest challenges you 
and your family are facing–from the cost 
of living and housing to strengthening 
your health care. John Rustad’s plan 
delays relief until 2029, and then gives 
more to owners of penthouses than 
everyday British Columbians.” 
David Eby’s  Action Plan For 
You commitments:
Help with your daily costs: $1,000 boost 
for household budgets with a middle-
class tax cut, each and every year. Eby’s 
plan will exempt an additional $10,000 

of individual income from tax every year 
– providing a tax cut of over $1,000 for 
households and over $500 for individual 
British Columbians. In 2025, Eby’s 
middle-class tax cut will be provided 

through a direct rebate.
Deliver homes you can afford: Cracking 
down on speculators and helping create 
300,000 more homes for the middle-
class.

Better health care for you: Hiring more 
healthcare workers than ever before and 
creating a second medical school to train 
the next generation of doctors. 
Make our streets safer:  Supporting 
people who need help while giving 
police the tools to keep assault weapons 
and handguns away from gangs.
Build a stronger economy–for 
everyone:  Expanding training 
opportunities for family-supporting 
jobs while fighting climate change and 
making polluters pay.
“John Rustad would help those who 
already have the most at a time when 
middle-class families are really 
struggling. That’s a risk people can’t 
afford,” added Eby. “In tough times, you 
deserve a government that’s on your side 
with a plan focused on what matters most 
to you. There’s a lot more work to do–
and I won’t stop until the job is done.”
For more information visit - https://www.
bcndp.ca/actionplan

New actions to allow families 
to practice cultural and 

religious funeral rituals
BC NDP candidate for Surrey – 
Serpentine River Baltej Dhillon, 
and candidate for Surrey North 
Rachna Singh announced a new 
commitment to remove barriers 
that prevent families from 
practicing their religious and 
cultural funeral rites after they’ve 
lost a loved one. The BC NDP 
will do this by working towards 
making ash scattering areas and 
sites accessible in waters across 
the province, beginning in Surrey.
“Losing someone you love is 
extremely difficult, and you and 
your family should be able to 
mourn with respect to your culture 
and traditions. You should be able 
to honour your loved ones,” said 
Dhillon. “That’s why the BC NDP 
would make ash scattering areas 
available, so you can send your 
loved ones off with the respect and 
dignity they deserve.”
Sikh and Hindu communities have 
long practiced last rituals that 
involve immersing the ashes of 
their loved ones in water. The BC 
NDP will work to remove barriers 
to these important rites across the 
province by working with local 
governments, First Nations and 
local communities, and taking 
into account any environmental 
impacts.
“When you’re already going 
through loss, the last thing that you 
should have to worry about is if 
you can or cannot say goodbye to 
a family member or a friend in the 
way they would’ve wanted,” said 
Singh. “Every community mourns 
differently, and the BC NDP is 
committed to respecting cultural 
practices across the province.”

TOP NEWSTOP NEWS

David Eby releases full election campaign 
in Surrey with focus to help people get ahead

BC NDP To 
Remove Barriers 

To Funeral 
Rites, Allowing 
Communities To 

Mourn Loved Ones
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The British Columbia election 
campaign officially began more than 

ten days ago and both major political 
parties are making promises to improve 
the healthcare system.
John  Rustad is promising significant 
changes to the healthcare system on behalf 
of the Conservative Party. These include 
sending people outside the province for 
care and expanding private clinics. Their 
website states they will “allow choice 
and competition in the delivery of health 
care services…”
We have had significant debate over 
the public vs. private healthcare system 
in British Columbia over the last few 
years.  In April 2023, Canada’s highest 
court refused to hear an appeal from a 
Vancouver-based physician who had 
been challenging the health-care system 

over access to private care. The Supreme 
Court of Canada’s decision ended Dr. 
Brian Day’s 14-year legal battle to allow 
patients access to private care even when 
the public system may not be able to offer 
timely care.
In 2007, BC’s Medical Services 
Commission (MSC) advised Dr. Brian 
Day of its intention to audit his for-profit 
medical clinics in response to patient 
complaints. Dr. Day responded with a 
Charter challenge to strike down key 
sections of the BC Medicare Protection 
Act. This law protects BC’s public health 
care system by banning extra-billing by 
doctors or clinics covered by the public 
plan.
Despite Dr. Day’s efforts to block the 
audit, the MSC proceeded with the audit 
in 2011 and found unlawful billings by 
Dr. Day’s clinics.
During the Supreme Court of BC trial, 
many physicians, health administrators 

and academics provided expert testimony 
about the problems of the private 
healthcare system.
Contrary to what advocates of private 
health care say, privately paying for 
health care is not banned in Canada. 
However, most provinces disincentivize 
healthcare professionals from working 
in the public and private systems at the 
same time to prevent taxpayers from 
subsidizing a private system that does not 
provide equitable patient access.
  Had Dr. Day succeeded, the Canada 
Health Act and its focus on equitable 
access would have been undermined. For-
profit clinics would have had unrestricted 
ability to charge patients  and the public 
purse while creating a private insurance 
market for health care.
Canadian evidence demonstrates that 
private, for-profit delivery of surgical and 
diagnostic services are more expensive 
than non-profit delivery, risks lower 
quality care and patient safety and 
destabilizes the public system by drawing 

on the same pool of limited health 
professionals. Many studies have shown 
that the expansion of for-profit facilities 
diverted resources away from public 
hospitals and, in turn, reduced provincial 
surgical volumes and increased wait 
times.
Health experts have long argued against 
private health care  in Canada, citing 
concerns that a two-tier system would 
favour patients who are wealthy enough 
to pay for “queue-jumping’’ private 
insurance, as well as doctors who could 
bill both the public and private systems. 
Rustad is advocating for private health 
clinics so that those with money can jump 
the line and get priority treatments while 
others wait their turn in the public system.
Rustad’s offer of  allowing choice and 
competition in the delivery of health care 
services is not much of a choice as it will 
lead to a two-tier healthcare system.
Harinder Mahil is a human rights activist 
and is secretary of Dr. Hari Sharma 
Foundation.

TOP NEWS

By Harinder Mahil

BC Election: Rustad’s proposals for changes in 
healthcare will produce a two-tier system 

The technology provides new services 
for voters with sight loss and other 
forms of disability. An Accessible Voting 
System will be available in every district 
electoral office as soon as possible after 
the close of candidate nominations on 
September 28. Voters will have the 
option to listen to an audio recording 
of the candidate list for their district 
and cast their vote by using a hand-held 
selector device, sip-and-puff straws or 

paddles. Voters using the system will be 
able to mark their ballot independently, 
and be confident that their choice will be 
counted accurately.
Election BC is urging voters to stay away 
from disinformation and misinformation. 
It is vital that British Columbians have 
accurate, factual information about the 
electoral process, especially information 
about where and when they can vote in a 
provincial election.

Continued from Page 03

BC’s Chief Electoral Officer issues...
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Marc  Miller, Minister of 
Immigration, Refugees 

and Citizenship, announced 
that the federal government has 
reached an agreement with the 
Government of Yukon to help 
temporary workers crucial to 
economic development in the 
territory eventually become 
permanent residents.
This temporary measure will 
give new work permits to up 
to 215  temporary workers 
identified and supported by the 
Government of Yukon to continue 
working while they process their 
permanent residence applications 
under the Yukon Nominee 
Program. 
“This agreement is a critical 
development that will allow 
foreign nationals to remain 
in the Yukon and continue to 

provide valuable contributions 
to our labour market until they 
are able to apply to the Yukon 
Nominee Program. I want to 
thank the Government of Canada 
for its support in implementing 
this collaborative approach to 
immigration in the territory. 
This temporary measure will 
help provide greater certainty 
for foreign nationals who call 
the Yukon home as we work 
to support their transition to 
permanent residency,” said Ranj 
Pillai, Yukon Premier.
Eligible individuals have to 
demonstrate that they meet the 
criteria and are expected to 
transition to permanent residence 
in 2025 and 2026. These skilled 
workers are filling key job 
vacancies in Yukon and are 
actively contributing to Canada’s 

economy and social diversity.
 To date, IRCC has worked with 
Alberta, Manitoba and Yukon to 
implement this measure in those 
jurisdictions. IRCC remains 
open to exploring options with 
all provinces and territories to 
transition a greater portion of 
current temporary residents 
to permanent residence while 
addressing their labour market 
needs.
  IRCC will continue to 
collaborate with provinces 
and territories to achieve our 
shared economic immigration 
objectives. “By giving new 
work permits for skilled workers 
in Yukon, we are not only 
supporting local labour market 
needs in critical sectors, but also 
giving more temporary residents 
a clear pathway to permanent 

residence. This agreement 
is a key step in our ongoing 
collaboration with provinces 
and territories to spread the 
benefits of immigration across 
the country, and strengthen the 
social and economic fabric of 
our communities. This option 
remains on the table for other 
provinces and territories who 
need to retain their skilled 
workers,” said Miller.

TOP NEWS

Canada, Yukon Sign Work Permits 
Deal For Temporary Workers

Ranj Pillai, Yukon Premier
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John Rustad, Leader of the Conservative 
Party of British Columbia, announced 

a transformative infrastructure and 
transportation  plan  under the banner 
“Get BC Moving.” Rustad criticized 
the NDP for neglecting vital infrastructure 
projects and imposing delays that have 
worsened bottlenecks, congestion, and 
inefficiencies across the province.

“After 7 years of the  NDP, aging 
infrastructure and inadequate public 
transit are dragging down daily life and 
our economy,” said Rustad. “While 
demand for all types of infrastructure 
continues to grow, the NDP has failed to 
fix the bottlenecks that exist today—let 
alone build what’s needed for tomorrow.”
Taking Transit Seriously - Extending 

SkyTrain to Newton
Rustad also addressed the public 
transit crisis in BC, where service gaps, 
unreliable routes, and safety concerns 
have left commuters stranded and 
vulnerable. He called out the  NDP  for 
neglecting transit  development  while 
demand soared.
“A growing population needs a growing 
transit network. We will extend SkyTrain 
to Newton in Surrey, fund key projects 
in the Transport 2050  plan, and ensure 
reliable and safe transit for all British 
Columbians,” said Rustad.
Conservatives will also prioritize regional 
transit, including Fraser Valley regional rail 
and expanded transit service in the Sea-to-
Sky corridor, as well as enhanced safety 
measures on public transit.
Connecting Communities - Expanding the 
New Pattullo Bridge
John Rustad also unveiled ambitious plans 
for the Pattullo Bridge, a critical connection 
between Surrey and New Westminster. 
Under the NDP government, the replacement 
bridge has been limited to four lanes, which 
fails to meet the growing demands of these 
two rapidly expanding communities. 
“The Pattullo Bridge is a key artery for our 
region, and the current four-lane design 
is simply not enough,” said Rustad. “As 
Surrey becomes the largest city in British 
Columbia, we need to think ahead and 
ensure we have infrastructure that meets 
both current and future needs. That’s why 
we will immediately expand the Pattullo 
Bridge to six lanes, providing the capacity 
required to reduce congestion and improve 
traffic flow.”
The Conservative Party’s  plan  to expand 
the Pattullo Bridge aligns with their 
broader vision to improve connectivity and 
infrastructure across British Columbia. By 
increasing capacity, this initiative will not 
only relieve pressure on surrounding roads 
but also foster economic growth, improve 
safety, and ensure that British Columbians 
can move efficiently and reliably between 
key communities.

Replacing the George Massey Tunnel 
Without Delay
Rustad also announced his commitment 
to addressing one of British Columbia’s 
most pressing infrastructure challenges: the 
replacement of the George Massey Tunnel. 
The current tunnel has been a source of 
chronic traffic congestion and safety concerns 
for years. Under the NDP government, plans 
to replace the tunnel have faced repeated 
delays and setbacks, causing frustration for 
commuters and businesses alike.
“It’s time to stop the delays and indecision 
that have plagued the replacement of the 
George Massey Tunnel,” said Rustad. 
“This outdated tunnel is a bottleneck that 
is hurting our economy and the daily lives 
of those who depend on it. We will replace 
it with a new, high-capacity crossing at the 
earliest possible date.”
“A Conservative government will take 
action where the NDP has stalled,” Rustad 
added. “We will deliver a new crossing that 
works for the people of British Columbia—
without further delay.”
By prioritizing the replacement of the George 
Massey Tunnel, the Conservative Party 
aims to ensure that critical infrastructure 
upgrades are completed swiftly, enhancing 
connectivity and supporting the economic 
vitality of the entire region.
Reliable Funding for Reliable Transit
Rustad emphasized the need for reliable 
funding for public transit, pointing out that 
TransLink is struggling under an outdated 
financial model. 

TOP NEWS

Continued on page 09

Making Surrey First Class: John Rustad unveils plan to 
invest in infrastructure in Surrey
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John Rustad, Leader of the 
Conservative Party of British 

Columbia, today announced a bold 
new plan to end ICBC’s monopoly 
and bring fair, competitive car 
insurance to drivers across the 
province. Rustad emphasized the 
need to give British Columbians 
choice in their insurance options 
while ensuring fairness for all 
drivers—young and old—and 
better support for accident 
victims.
“ICBC is a bloated monopoly,” 
said Rustad. “After years 
of mismanagement, British 
Columbians are stuck with a 
broken system. On top of that, 
David Eby and the NDP have 
stripped away the rights of 
accident victims to fight for the 
support they need to rebuild their 
lives. That’s not just wrong, it’s 
cruel.”
 Ending the ICBC Monopoly
The Conservative Party of BC’s 

plan will end ICBC’s monopoly 
on basic auto insurance, allowing 
competition in the marketplace 
to drive down costs and improve 
services for drivers.
“British Columbians deserve the 
freedom to choose the insurance 
plan that works best for them, 
rather than being forced into a 
broken monopoly,” Rustad said.
By opening up the market, the 
Conservative Party will bring in 
new competition, which will lead 
to lower prices, better customer 
service, and improved options for 
all British Columbians.
 Fairness for Younger and Older 
Drivers
Under the current system, younger 
and older drivers often face 
unfairly high rates simply because 
of their age. Rustad committed 
to ensuring rate fairness for all 
drivers, so no one is priced out of 
the market based on age alone.
“Under ICBC’s monopoly, too 

many young people are being 
forced off the road by unaffordable 
insurance premiums,” Rustad 
said. “We will make sure that 
everyone—whether you’re 18 or 
80—has access to fair, affordable 
insurance rates.”
  Restoring Rights for Accident 
Victims

Rustad also condemned David 
Eby’s decision to strip accident 
victims of their right to fight for 
the support they need. Under 
the NDP’s no-fault insurance 
system, many individuals with 
life-altering injuries have found 
themselves unable to receive the 
support they deserve.

“David Eby’s no-fault system 
leaves accident victims out in 
the cold,” Rustad said. “The 
Conservative Party will make 
sure that anyone with life-
altering injuries has the right to 
representation and the ability to 
fight for the support they need to 
get their lives back on track.”
 A New Era of Competitive Car 
Insurance
Rustad concluded by reaffirming 
the Conservative Party’s 
commitment to reforming BC’s 
broken insurance system and 
giving drivers the freedom they 
deserve.
“The time for ICBC’s monopoly 
has come to an end. It’s time for 
real choice, fair rates, and support 
for those who need it most. The 
Conservative Party will deliver an 
auto insurance system that works 
for British Columbians, not the 
government’s bottom line.”

TOP NEWS TOP NEWS

Rustad’s plan doesn’t 
include a single dollar to 

pay for the ongoing Skytrain 
extension to Langley, or his 
promise to expand it to Newton. 
He couldn’t answer questions 
from reporters about the cost of 
that or  any of the projects he’s 
promising. That’s because he’s 
not planning to actually build 
them - just like before.
When John Rustad was a 
BC Liberal MLA in 2008, 
he promised to extend the 
Skytrain out into Surrey and 
Langley. Rustad and the BC 
Liberals completely abandoned 

that promise. David Eby and 
the Surrey team of BC NDP 
MLAs are getting the project 
done.
“John Rustad promised to build 
Skytrain in Surrey before, and 
he broke that promise to the 
people of Surrey,” said Brar. 
“After he abandoned Surrey 
before – why would we believe 
him now?”
People need action now and 
David Eby and the BC NDP 
are taking action to build the 
transit that people in Surrey 
need today. Work on the 
Surrey-Langley Skytrain is 

underway and today David Eby 
announced the BC NDP will 
build Bus Rapid Transit from 

Surrey Centre through Newton 
to White Rock, along King 
George Boulevard. This new 
dedicated rapid transit lane can 
be built much more quickly, 
and allows future development 
of fixed rapid transit such as 
light rail transit or Skytrain.
“Once again, John Rustad is 
making promises to Surrey that 
he has no plan to keep,” said 
Brar. “If anything, his plan to 
cut spending shows that he’ll 
cancel or delay projects like 
the Surrey-Langley Skytrain. 
That’s a risk people in Surrey 
can’t afford.”

Rustad’s record shows he will never build Skytrain to Newton 
and he’ll cancel the extension to Langley, says Jagrup Brar

BC Conservatives promise to End ICBC Monopoly 

Continued from Page 08

Making Surrey 
First Class: John 
Rustad unveils... 
He committed to fully funding TransLink 
for two years and auditing and reforming 
its financial model to ensure long-term 
stability.
Permanently Banning Bridge 
Tolls,  NDP  Road Pricing, and new Gas 
Taxes
Rustad made it clear that drivers, 
alongside transit users, would never again 
have to worry about unnecessary fees 
and punitive penalties. The Conservative 
Party of British Columbia has committed 
to permanently banning bridge tolls, the 
costly  NDP  road toll scheme, and new 
Gas taxes.
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The Progressive Intercultural 
Community Services Society (PICS) 

has appointment two new directors to 
its leadership team as the organization 
continues to expand its services and 
outreach within the community.
Dr. Raminder Kang has been appointed as 
the Director of Settlement & Integration 
Services. With nearly twenty years of 
experience in the social service sector, 
Raminder began his career as a front-line 
worker and has recently served as Senior 
Manager for Settlement and Integration 
Services at PICS. He is actively involved as 
a volunteer with the Inter-Cultural Online 
health Network (iCON), a community-
driven initiative that promotes chronic 
disease prevention and management for 
multicultural communities across British 
Columbia.
In addition, Kang has served as a Master 
Trainer with the Chronic Disease Self-
Management Programs offered by 

the University of Victoria, delivering 
workshops across the province. He also 
hosts a daily two-hour evening talk show 
on South Asian Radio, allowing him to 
stay attuned to community issues and 
concerns. Raminder holds a Bachelor of 
Science and a Master’s degree in Arts, and 
he serves on the Board of Directors for 
The Canada Urdu Association, promoting 

the Urdu language in British Columbia.
Kanika Mehra has been appointed 
as Director of Youth Programs and 
Community Services. With over seven 
years of experience in the non-profit 
sector, Kanika brings a wealth of 
expertise in program development, project 
management, and strategic planning. Her 
commitment to supporting clients from 

diverse cultural backgrounds enables her 
to facilitate employment opportunities and 
life skills training, fostering successful 
integration into Canadian society. 
Kanika holds multiple professional 
designations, including PMP, PMI-
RMP, PMI-PBA, and PMI-ACP, which 
reflect her strong foundation in project 
management, risk analysis, business 
strategy, and agile methodologies. Since 
joining PICS in 2018, her passion for 
youth empowerment and community 
advocacy has made a lasting, positive 
impact on both the organization and the 
communities it serves. 
These appointments are an exciting 
development for PICS Society, reinforcing 
its dedication to enhancing community 
services and support for individuals and 
families in need. 

PICS Society Appoints Raminder Kang, Kanika Mehra as New 
Directors to Strengthen Community Leadership

Kanika Mehra Raminder Kang

Continued from Page 03

They Can 
Break My 
Eye Not My 
Resolve For 
Unbiased... 
He is a well know media 
personality in Calgary. 
Messages of support poured 
from across Canada once the 
news of his attack spread. 
Pierre Poilievre on his social 
media said, “Horrified by this 
violent assault on journalist 
Rishi Nagar. Glad to hear he 
is on the road to recovery. 
Freedom must prevail over 
fear. Bring home safe streets. 
I encourage anyone with 
information on this attack to 
contact local police.”
Alberta premier Danielle 
Smith said, “I am deeply 
saddened to hear about the 
recent attack on Rishi Nagar, a 
respected journalist and news 
director at RedFM. In Alberta, 
we value freedom of the press 
and the safety of all citizens. 
Violence and intimidation 
against anyone, especially 
those who work tirelessly 
to inform the public, have 
no place in our society. My 
thoughts are with Rishi, his 
family, and colleagues during 
this difficult time, and I wish 
him a full and speedy recovery. 
Let’s continue to stand together 
against violence and uphold 
the values of respect and safety 
for all.”
Jyoti Gondek, mayor of 
Calgary, said, “My family has 
known Rishi since 2013, when 
Red FM Calgary took to the 
airwaves. We were shocked to 
learn about this vicious attack 
on a man with such compassion 
for humanity, and such 
journalistic integrity. I spoke 
with him today to offer support 
on behalf of Calgarians.”
Calgary police said, currently, 
no suspects are in custody. “As 
this is an active investigation, 
no further details are available 
at this time.”
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Dave S. Hayer and Isabelle Martinez 
Hayer have started Named Endowed 

Fund to help communities with The Rotary 
Foundation of Rotary International.
It provides general support to the World 
Fund, SHARE, Rotary Peace Centers or 
general support to a global grant developed 
around the world in one of 7 Rotary 
International’s areas of focus:  Peace 
Building and Conflict Prevention/ 
Resolution, Disease Prevention and 
Treatment, Water Sanitation & Hygiene, 
Maternal and Child Health, Basic 
Education and Literacy,  Supporting 
Environment, Community Economic 
Development.

Only a portion of the earnings are used 
annually for program spending. 
Hayer’s were presented special 
Endowment Pins by Rotary International 
President Mário César Martins de Camargo 
(2025-2026) and President Holger Knaack 
(2020-2021) and Endowment Major Gifts 
Adviser of The Rotary Foundation Carol 
Tichelman on September 21,2024 in 
Toronto at Rotary International’s Action 
Zones 28 & 32 Conference.
Learn more about the Rotary’s Endowment 
Fund and to start your  Named Endowed 
Fund by giving minimum donation of 
$25,000US visit website:  https://www.
rotary.org/en/rotary-endowment

For one night only on October 5th, 
two-time Oscar-winning composer 

and songwriter A.R. Rahman will join the 
Vancouver Symphony Orchestra and the 
Vancouver International Film Festival, 
for  An Evening with A.R. Rahman: 
Stories and Music from his Career.   The 
international superstar  will provide a 
keynote and performance with the VSO 
at the Orpheum, with music spanning his 
legendary career composing for some of 
Hollywood and Bollywood’s biggest hits.
This special concert presented by the 
VSO and VIFF is part of an exciting 
new collaboration between the two 
organizations that celebrates the 
connection between music and film. Both 
mediums use emotion and rhythm to 
create immersive experiences, enhancing 
the storytelling and mood of a narrative. 
In Vancouver, music and film are 
deeply intertwined, reflecting the city’s 
vibrant cultural scene and contributing 
significantly to its economy, and identity 
as a hub for innovation. 
A marquee event of VIFF and highlight 
of the VSO season, An Evening with A.R. 
Rahman will share his life’s journey with 
fans    through a new and custom-made 
presentation which blends storytelling 
and song. The legendary artist will invite 

audiences behind the scenes of his greatest 
works, sharing insights to his process and 
stories from his remarkable career, and 
perform segments of his scores live with 
the VSO, with clips from the fan-favourite 
films projected on the Orpheum’s big 
screen.  
A.R. Rahman’s career has been adorned 
with a staggering list of achievements, 
making him a true luminary in the industry. 
Rahman’s scoring and composition for 
Hollywood includes notable works like 
‘Slumdog Millionaire’, ‘127 Hours’, 
‘Pele’, ‘People Like Us’, ‘The Hundred 
Foot Journey’, ‘Messenger of God’, 
‘Million Dollar Arm’, and many more. The 
pinnacle of Rahman’s global recognition 
arrived in 2008 with the astounding 
success of ‘Slumdog Millionaire’, earning 
him two Academy Awards, two Grammys, 
a Golden Globe, and a BAFTA, among 
many other accolades.
His orchestral compositions have been 
played by renowned orchestras like 
the London Philharmonic Orchestra, 
Los Angeles Philharmonic Orchestra, 
Birmingham Symphony Orchestra, and 
others. 
“BMI is proud to sponsor A.R. Rahman’s 
concert with the Vancouver Symphony 
Orchestra and the Vancouver International 

Film Festival,” said Tracy McKnight, 
BMI’s VP of Creative, Film, TV & Visual 
Media. “Supporting the remarkable works 
of our composers and songwriters is at the 
heart of what we do, and we’re thrilled 
that the VSO and VIFF are giving A.R. 

a platform to showcase his exceptional 
musical artistry and extraordinary talent.” 
An Evening with A.R. Rahman: Stories 
and Music from his Career: Saturday 
October 5, 2024; 8pm at the Orpheum; 
VancouverSymphony.ca or 604-876-3434

TOP NEWS

Dave S. Hayer and Isabelle Martinez Hayer start 
Fund to help communities 

A.R. Rahman to perform with the Vancouver Symphony 
Orchestra in a special concert
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TORONTO, ON : Toronto Metropolitan 
University (TMU) has announced 

it has received a $1 million gift from 
Canadian entrepreneur and philanthropist 
Surjit Babra and his wife Remy Babra, 
to help establish TMU’s new School 
of Medicine in Brampton. The news 
coincides with the  announcement of 
applications opening for TMU’s new 
School of Medicine on Wednesday, 
October 9, 2024, with the school set to 
welcome its first cohort of MD students in 
September 2025.
“Surjit and Remy have identified a vital 
need in our communities, and I am grateful 
for their partnership in addressing it. Their 
investment will support a new generation 
of doctors who are culturally respectful, 
technologically advanced, committed to 
team based care, and prepared to transform 
our healthcare system,” says Mohamed 
Lachemi, president and vice-chancellor of 
TMU. 
The donation marks a significant 
investment in the future of 
healthcare by supporting the 
opening of the first new medical 
school in the Greater Toronto 
Area in over a century. The 
capital project led by Diamond 
Schmitt will transform the 
former Bramalea Civic Centre 
into a state-of-the-art medical 
school that will be home to 
medical students and a primary 
care clinic. 
Located in Brampton, a 
diverse and rapidly growing 
community shaped by increased 
immigration, TMU’s School 
of Medicine will address 
healthcare disparities and 
increase primary care capacity, 
particularly in underserved 
populations.
“I believe everyone has the 
right to a doctor, and yet not 
everyone has one. With our 
aging population and a limited 
number of new doctors, 
investing in medical students 
is crucial,” says donor  Surjit 
Babra,  Chairman and CEO of 
SkyLink Capital Corp.
As a pipeline to the medical 
profession, TMU’s new 
School of Medicine has 
adopted equitable student 
recruitment processes and 
holistic admissions based on 
academic performance and life 
experience. The school will 
purposefully admit equity-
deserving students and identify 
applicants interested in primary 
care practice, particularly in 
medically underserved areas.
“Training innovative, 
inclusive physicians starts at 
recruitment. With that in mind, 
we have developed intentional 
application and admissions 
processes that have the school’s 
mission at their core, and that 
reflect community and societal 
needs.This generous gift will 
help the school realize its 
commitment to fostering equity 
and diversity in healthcare,” 
said Dr. Teresa M. Chan, Dean, 
School of Medicine and Vice-
President, Medical Affairs.
The Babra family’s early 
and generous support will be 
proudly recognized through 
the naming of the school’s 

largest classroom, the Surjit and Remy 
Babra Classroom, an active learning space 
designed to foster innovative, engaging 

and interactive learning experiences. 
The  School of Medicine at Toronto 
Metropolitan University  opens in 

July 2025. The school will offer 94 
undergraduate seats and 105 postgraduate 
seats.

The Babra family. From left: Manpreet, Surjit, Remy, Gagandeep and Pritpal.

TOP NEWS

Canadian entrepreneur Surjit Babra invests $1 million in Toronto Metropolitan 
University’s new School of Medicine and the future of healthcare
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With active inventories 
hitting levels not seen in 

10 years and sales 30 per cent 
below the 10-year average, 
Fraser Valley real estate is 
building towards a buyer’s 
market if sales continue to lag.
The Fraser Valley Real Estate 
Board recorded 982 sales in 
September, down by eight per 
cent over August and by more 
than 10 per cent over September 
2023. Again, seasonally adjusted 
sales were the second slowest in 
a decade in the Fraser Valley.
“With three rate cuts already 
and more expected before the 
end of the year, buyers are 
watching the market closely to 
time their purchasing decisions,” 
said Jeff Chadha, Chair of the 
Fraser Valley Real Estate Board. 
“The current conditions should 
favour buyers, particularly in the 
detached market, however until 
we start to see some movement 
in asking prices, properties will 
continue to sit on the market for 
extended periods as both buyers 
and sellers await the next rate 
announcement.”

On Saturday, October 5, join HUB Cycling, Punjabi 
Market Collective, Lime, and Mobi by Rogers for 

a community celebration at the Ross Street Gurdwara 
in Vancouver, followed by a fun bike and scooter ride!
9:30-11 AM
Free bike tune-ups
Test ride bikes from @mobibikeshare
Try out a complimentary @limebike e-scooter and join 
the ride!
11 AM-1 PM
Bike or scooter to the Punjabi Market and back, with a 
guided mural tour along the market stretch.
Bring your own bike or hop on a complimentary Lime 
e-scooter for the ride.
lunch at the Gurdwara
Everyone is welcome! If you’re ready to ride or roll, 
don’t forget to register here: Pedaling Towards Equity 
Event. 

From October 9 to 14, Canada 
Soccer’s 2024 Toyota 

National Championships, will 
be held at Newton Athletic 
Park, marking the tournaments 
100th  edition. Over 12 top 
amateur soccer clubs from 
across Canada, including Holy 
Cross, FC St John’s, Gloucester 
Celtic FC, and United Surrey 
SC, will compete for the Men’s 
Challenge Trophy and Women’s 
Jubilee Trophy.  A total of 36 
games will showcase the talent 
of these elite adult teams.
“Hosting the 100th edition 
of the Toyota National 
Championships in Surrey is a 
proud moment for our city,” 
said Mayor Brenda Locke.  “We 
look forward to welcoming 

Canada’s top soccer players and 
fans from across the country 
to be part of this milestone 
event. Our city’s commitment 
to world-class sports facilities 
and vibrant community spirit 
continues to make us a leader in 
sports tourism. This tournament 
is not just a testament to soccer 
excellence, but to Surrey’s 
position as a growing hub for 
elite sporting events.”
During the tournament, 
attendees and local residents can 
enjoy an exciting lineup of 
free family-friendly activities, 
including live performances, 
games for children, food trucks, 
and more. For details, visit 
the event page.
As part of the Focus Newton 
initiative, these events aim 
to increase family-friendly 
activities and make public 
spaces livelier and engaging. 
Learn more at  surrey.ca/
focusnewton.
“Surrey Football Club is 
incredibly proud to host the 2024 
Canada Soccer Toyota Nationals 
Challenge/Jubilee Trophy on 
the momentous occasion of its 
100th anniversary,” said Sarb 
Lidder, Executive Director of 
Surrey FC.

TOP NEWS

Continued from Page 01

Illicit Cannabis sale leads to forfeiture order related to two Surrey properties
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HUB Cycling, Punjabi 
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Street Gurdwara to 
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Canada Soccer’s 100th Toyota 
National Championships return 

to Newton Athletic Park

Sluggish Sales 
And Rising 

Inventories See 
Fraser Valley 

Moving Toward 
A Buyer’s 
Market
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Harliv Singh Cheema And Masood Mohammad Charged With 
Orchestrating A 2023 Shooting In Calgary

Calgary Police has charged 
Harliv Singh Cheema 

and Masood Mohammad 
with conspiracy to commit 
murder in relation to a  brazen 
shooting that occurred last year.
At approximately 2:45 p.m., 
on Saturday, Sept. 30, 2023, a 
driver called police to report a 
shooting involving two vehicles 
that occurred on westbound 
Glenmore Trail, near 37 Street 
S.W. Both vehicles fled the 
scene prior to police arrival and 
no injuries were reported.
Approximately 30 minutes 
later, police were called to a 
residence located in the 100 
block of Seton Passage S.E., 
for reports a man had been 
shot while parking his vehicle. 
Upon arrival, officers located 
one man suffering from gunshot 
wounds. He was transported to 

hospital in serious condition. 
It is believed the suspect fired 
multiple rounds during the 
shooting in Seton, with stray 
bullets striking four surrounding 
residences, before fleeing the 
scene in a stolen vehicle.
Both shootings had targeted the 
same victim and were believed 
to be connected to organized 
crime conflict in Calgary. On 
Wednesday, Oct. 18, 2023, one 
man was arrested and charged.
Despite these charges, our 
investigators remained 
committed to determining if 
anyone else was involved in 
the shootings. Due to the level 
of violence displayed, multiple 
investigative strategies were 
used, and a significant number 
of resources were dedicated to 
this investigation.

As a result, two men are 
now facing charges for their 
involvement in the shooting that 
occurred on Glenmore Trail, 
as well as their involvement 
in planning the shooting that 
occurred in Seton.
Masood MOHAMMAD, 30, 
of Calgary, has been charged 
with attempted murder and 
conspiracy to commit murder. 
MOHAMMAD will next 
appear in court on Monday, Oct. 
7, 2024.
Harliv Singh CHEEMA, 20, 
of Calgary, has been charged 
with conspiracy to commit 
murder and accessory after the 
fact to an indictable offence. 
CHEEMA will next appear in 
court on Monday, Oct. 7, 2024.
“Our job is to hold everyone 
responsible for violence in 

Calgary accountable, and 
our efforts do not stop at 
the individual who pulls the 
trigger,” said Acting Insp. 
Roland Stewart of the OCOM 
Section. “This investigation is a 
direct example of the dedication 
and tenacity of our organized 
crime investigators, who spend 
months collecting evidence 
to progress an investigation 
despite unco-operative victims 
and attempts to evade police.”
“We continue to target 
o rg a n i z e d - c r i m e - r e l a t e d 
violence in Calgary through 
the use of intelligence, 
investigation, enforcement 
and suppression. Investigating 
organized crime offences 
can be complex due to the 
level of pre-offence planning 
involved, attempts to destroy 

evidence, active efforts to 
evade police detection and 
historically unco-operative 
victims and witnesses. Despite 
these complexities, our Service 
continues to target anyone 
involved in organized crime, 
no matter how much time 
has passed, and will dedicate 
resources to hold individuals 
accountable, especially 
in situations that have put 
members of the public at risk,” 
Stewart said
Anyone with information about 
organized crime in Calgary 
is asked to contact police by 
calling 403-266-1234.  Crime 
Stoppers  also offers rewards 
for information. Tips can also 
be submitted anonymously to 
Crime Stoppers through any of 
the following methods:

New listings rose in September, 
up 21 per cent to 3,352, an 
increase of 17 per cent year-
over-year. Overall inventory 
increased five per cent from 
August to September to 9,045, 
up 39 per cent over last year. 
The combination of declining 
sales and rising inventories has 
helped to create balanced, and 
in some cases, buyers’, market 
conditions in the Fraser Valley.
“We know the demand is there 
among Fraser Valley buyers,” 
said Baldev Gill, CEO of the 
Fraser Valley Real Estate Board. 

Continued from Page 14

Sluggish 
Sales And 
Rising 

“After months on the sidelines, 
buyers want to get into the 
market but many also need to 
sell before they can buy. When 
you factor in affordability 
challenges and the anticipation 
of more interest rate cuts, we 
are seeing persistent weakness 
in the market. In conditions 
like these, we encourage buyers 
and sellers alike to talk to their 
REALTOR®  to assess the risks 
and opportunities before making 
a decision.”
Across the Fraser Valley in 
September, the average number 
of days to sell a single-family 
detached home was 35, while for 
a condo it was 37. Townhomes 
took, on average, 30 days to sell.
Benchmark prices in the 
Fraser Valley dipped again in 
September, with the composite 
Benchmark price down 1.4 per 
cent to $978,800.
MLS  HPI Benchmark Price 
Activity
Single Family Detached:  At 
$1,501,100, the Benchmark price 
for an FVREB  single-family 
detached  home decreased 1.5 
per cent compared to August 
2024 and decreased 1.3 per cent 
compared to September 2023.
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Western Community 
College  has 

announced the newest 
addition to their team in 
Surrey, British Columbia, 
Canada. Effective 
October 1, 2024,  Anita 
Huberman  will be joining 
them as their Chief Public 
Affairs Global Officer and 
Board Chair.
Huberman brings with 
her a remarkable career 
spanning over 30 years, 

including 18 years as the 
President and CEO of the 
Surrey Board of Trade, and 
currently as an Honorary 
Captain of the Royal 
Canadian Navy. Known 
for her visionary city-
building leadership, she has 
championed initiatives that 
have had a lasting impact 
on the business community 
locally and nationally, 
instigating change through 
her advocacy at all levels 

of government. Her efforts 
have made Surrey a thriving 
centre of commerce. 
Huberman’s continued 
commitment to community-
building aligns perfectly 
with Western Community 
College’s mission to create 
economic opportunities for 
learning and growth.
In her new role, Anita will 
lead  Western Community 
College’s  global public 
affairs strategy, focusing on 

strengthening their external 
relationships, enhancing 
their global presence, and 
furthering the College’s 
commitment to community 
engagement. As Board 
Chair, her vast experience 
in governance and advocacy 
will guide Western 
Community College 
through its next phase 
of growth, helping them 
expand their influence both 
locally and internationally.

Anita Huberman Announced as Chief Public Affairs Global 
Officer of Western Community College

The City of Surrey’s Tree 
Lighting Festival 2023 and 

Fusion Festival 2023 have won 
a total of seven national and in-
ternational awards this year. The 
awards were presented by the In-
ternational Live Events Associa-
tion (ILEA), the principal associ-
ation representing creative event 
professionals globally, and the 
Canadian Special Events Awards, 
Canada’s premier recognition 
program for the event and meet-
ing industry.
 “These prestigious awards are a 
testament to the creativity, hard 
work, and passion of our commu-
nity and of our staff,” said May-
or Brenda Locke. “Surrey Tree 
Lighting Festival and Fusion 

Festival truly highlight the spirit 
of our city — where diversity, 
inclusion, and innovation come 
together to create unforgettable 
experiences for all. We are in-
credibly proud of these achieve-
ments and are excited to continue 
building a vibrant cultural land-
scape for our residents and visi-
tors.”
  Surrey Tree Lighting Festival 
received the Best Public Event 
Award from ILEA’s Vancouver 
Chapter. This award recognizes 
the festival’s inaugural expansion 
to a two-day event in 2023. Now 
entering its 14th  year, Surrey 
Tree Lighting Festival will return 
to Surrey Civic Plaza for two 
days on Saturday, November 23 

and Sunday, November 24 from 
12 p.m. to 8 p.m. Performers and 
activities will be announced in 
late-October.
 Surrey Fusion Festival 2023 re-
ceived the following awards:

 Best Diversity, Equity and Inclu-
sion for a Public Event (ILEA)
Best Innovation for a Public 
Event (ILEA)
Best Public Multi-Day Event 
(ILEA)

Best Public Event (ILEA, Van-
couver Chapter)
Best Diversity, Equity and Inclu-
sion for a Public Event (ILEA, 
Vancouver Chapter)
Best Event for a City or Munici-
pality – Community Impact (Ca-
nadian Special Event Awards)
 Since its inception in 2008, Sur-
rey Fusion Festival now boasts 
15 awards, underscoring its sig-
nificant impact locally and inter-
nationally.
  Applications are now open 
for holiday market vendors, 
non-profits, exhibitors, sponsors 
and performers to participate in 
Surrey Tree Lighting Festival 
2024. Apply today at  surrey-
treelighting.ca.

City of Surrey Wins Seven Prestigious Awards for Signature Events
The awards recognize Surrey Tree Lighting Festival and Surrey Fusion Festival on local and international levels.
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The world’s bestselling roadster does 
not have many competitors under the 

$40,000 price point and continues to be 
the Apex predator  when it comes to  full 
on- road  open top fun. It is the ultimate 
affordable roadster. For  2024, the GS-P 
trims has a new asymmetric limited-slip 
differential  and a new  DSC-Track mode   
There is a mild exterior refresh and the 
interior gain a new 8.8-inch infotainment 
display with  Alexa  and  touch capabil-
ity for Apple CarPlay or An-
droid Auto apps.
The gorgeous two 
-seater comes in 
two versions  with 
a black soft top 
roof you can 
pull up or down 
with one hand. 
Or there is the 
extremely cool   
RF (Retract-
able Fastback) 
version with a 
power hard top that opens 
with the push of a button in 13 seconds. 
Power is courtesy of a 181 horsepow-
er  SKYACTIVE 2.0-liter four-cylinder 
engine developing  7,000 rpm and 151 
pound-feet of torque at 4,000 rpm. Max-
imum engine speed is 7,500 rpm and 
torque has been increased from low to 
high engine speeds, with faster response 
times for the engine. The transmission is 
either a six-speed manual gearbox or a 
six-speed automatic transmission avail-
able on all models. The  MX-5 range 
starts with the GS Model at $33,900,  
GS-P at $38,900 and the top GT model 
at $41,300  plus destination and taxes. 
The Mazda MX-5 RF is the retractable 
hardtop version of the MX-5 and starts 
at $44,900 - $47,600. 
     We tested a 2024 Mazda MX-5 GSP 

with the six- speed manual transmission. 
Also added as part of the GS-P package 
was: Limited Slip Differential (LSD), 
LED headlights with signature lighting, 
LED Daytime Running Lights, and LED 
rear combination lights. . Its speedy bits 
for the manual equipped version include 
: Bilstein sports  dampers, limited-slip 
differential, and front strut tower brace 
for better cornering and handling.
Interior wise there is a: 7” colour touch-
screen display with Mazda noise com-
pensation technology. Sound is managed 

by a 9-speaker Bose pre-
mium audio system 

with AM/FM/HD 
radio (in-

cluding,  

speakers and subwoofer 
in driver’s and passenger’s head- r e s t s ) 
Heated seats (three settings), Heated ex-
terior mirrors, and Noise-isolating wind-
shield are also part of the package. 
The optional Sport Package also add-
ed performance Brembo front brakes, 
17-inch forged BBS wheels, and sporty 
Recaro NAPPA Leather and Alcantara 
trimmed seats for the much- needed  
grip and bolstering when cornering. The 
wonderful Aero Grey Metallic paint fin-
ish was an extra $300.
Two average-sized adults will feel snug 
and comfortable in the cozy cabin. The 
MX-5 interior highlights include simple 
legible gauges and well-designed ergo-
nomic controls that remains true to its 
roots with the focus on being a driver’s 
car. Interior storage is tight, this being a 

small narrow roadster - there are two re-
movable cupholders, a small center con-
sole/arm rest and a cubby hole under the 
bottom of the center stack that can take a 
phone or wallet. Sadly, the trunk is min-
iscule at only 121L cargo capacity. Take 
soft squishy bags! 

The driving experience is so pure in 
the MX-5, that even novice drivers can 
carve corners with precision and skill. 
The steering is light and very responsive 
with excellent feedback. It is the epitome 
of point and shoot driving. 

NEWS
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Post clip Rustad has been asked 
multiple times about the video 
and his stance on the COVID-19 
vaccination program during a 
news conference on Monday. 
He repeatedly dodged the 
questions  but said the previous 
inability of unvaccinated doctors 
and nurses to get their jobs 
back in B.C. was a “horrendous 
problem.”
Dhillon also criticized BC 
Conservative party for supporting 
the  anti-democratic bizarre 
and dangerous views. NDP has 
claimed that some Conservative 
candidates have advanced anti-
democratic conspiracy theories 
that the 2020 election was stolen 
from Trump and that the January 
6 riots at the capitol are a hoax 
orchestrated by Democrats. BC 

NDP leader Eby also wrote to 
Rustad in an open letter, urging 
him to drop candidates who Eby 
said have “dangerous and extreme 
views.”
Dhillon said, “A party that is 
openly racist, and believes in 
conspiracy theories —that’s not 
who should lead us. David Eby, 
our Premier, even sent a letter 
urging Rustad to disown such 
candidates. 
Dhillon expressed grave concerns, 
calling the risk of such leadership 
the “Rustad Risk.” On his 
experience in law enforcement, 
Dhillon emphasized his party’s 
dedication to combating 
organized crime and illicit wealth. 
“This is the party that has taken 
strong action against money 
laundering and organized crime. 

He also highlighted the addition 
of 250 new RCMP officers and the 
creation of a new gang homicide 
team to address violent crime in 
the province.
When asked about his priorities 
for his riding, Dhillon who has 
been a resident of Surrey for 35 
years beamed with pride, “I live 
in an amazing community with 
diverse voices excited for this 

election. They see a government 
that, in just six years, has done 
more than others did in over a 
decade. We’re giving people a 
chance to return to normalcy.” 
He acknowledged the challenges 
of inflation and interest rates 
but reassured voters that even 
during tough times, his party had 
supported them with what they 
needed to make it through. 

Dhillon remains hopeful that 
his party will continue to bring 
progress, admitting that while 
there’s more to be done, the BC 
NDP is committed to facing 
challenges head-on. “Families 
are struggling, some can’t afford 
homes or groceries, but they 
know this government has a real 
plan, not just press releases,” he 
said.
Regarding specific projects 
for Surrey Serpentine, 
Dhillon pointed out ongoing 
improvements in schools, 
housing, and healthcare, 
particularly a new hospital 
coming soon. He emphasized 
that while there’s a lot left to do, 
much progress is already visible. 
He also spoke passionately about 
the importance of Surrey, noting 
that under previous governments, 
the city was neglected, but now, 
it’s receiving the infrastructure 
support it desperately needs.

discussed building an excellent university 
from scratch.  Dr. Summerlee’s address 
drew a sharp contrast between for-profit 
and non-profit institutes, who face entirely 
different challenges.”
From research on environmentally friendly 
housing to Sikh scientists’ contribution 
in the field of global field production, 
reconstructing Zafarnama, or discussing 
mental health of the Sikh population, 
the Sumit offered a unique platform to 
exchange ideas and foster collaboration 
amongst various age groups.
Dr Kulvinder Singh Gill from Washington 
State University who has published 
over 200 scientific papers, developed 4 
wheat varieties developed rapid breeding 

methods and many more ground breaking 
research, talked about Sikh scientists’ 
contribution to global wheat production. 
A key panel discussion focused on the 
challenges faced by international students, 
particularly those from India. Panelists 
addressed how for-profit universities often 
exploit these students, neglecting their 
mental health and overall well-being. 
The discussion made it clear that there 
is an urgent need for policies to support 
international students emotionally and 
psychologically. The summit organizers 
committed to conducting further research 
on the issues raised and submitting policy 
recommendations to the government.
Breaking the stigma surrounding mental 

health in South Asian households was 
another vital topic, addressed by Dr. Nimrat 
Kaur Bahiya, a psychologist and faculty 
member at Coventry University in the UK. 
She highlighted how mental health issues 
are often ignored within Sikh families in 
the UK, stressing the importance of open 
conversations on the subject.
Dr. Harpreet Singh, a research scholar 
from Harvard University, presented his 
study on Guru Gobind Singh’s Zafarnama, 
analyzing it in the context of various 
languages and grammatical structures. 
Dr Sagarjeet Singh, a practicing physician 
and a research scholar from Pakistan 
brought attention to the plight of the Bagri 
Sikhs of Pakistan, revealing that 56% of 
Bagri Sikh children in Pakistan never 
receive formal education.
Well-known community members and 
scholars from Canada like Baljit Singh 

from Saskatchewan University, Wally 
Oppal, former Justice of BC’s court of 
appeal, Rumneek Joah, Associate editor, 
Press Progress and Anupreet Sandhu 
Bhamra, UBC faculty member universities 
participated in a panel discussion on 
Canadian political landscape. Federal 
Minister Harjit Singh Sajjan, also 
participated in the Summit.
The summit not only emphasized 
academic achievements but also focused 
on highlighting the global impact and 
contributions of Sikhs. Gian Singh Sandhu 
said, “We have identified key areas to 
highlight, and every year we change the 
focus to keep the discussions fresh and 
relevant.” The research presented at the 
summit will be published in the coming 
months, allowing people from around the 
world to benefit from the insights shared at 
this gathering.
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Richmond RCMP is warning the public 
following reports of a Bitcoin extortion 

scam targeting Richmond residents, part of 
a larger trend across the Lower Mainland.

In all three reported cases, the fraudster 
contacted victims through social media 
platform, demanding approximately $2000 
in Bitcoin. The scammers threatened 
to release personal information—such 
as victims’ full address, phone number, 
occupation, and compromising photos—if 
the ransom was not paid. In some cases, 
images of what appears to be victims’ 
residences were also included in the 
extortion message.
These frauds are extremely distressing 
because they involve legitimate personal 
information that scammers have 
obtained, says Corporal Adriana O’Malley, 
Richmond RCMP Media Relations 
Officer.  Thankfully, all of the victims 
recognized the scam and did not pay. 
However, with the sensitive nature of the 
information, it’s easy to see how someone 
could fall prey to such tactics.
Richmond RCMP offers the following tips 
to help protect against online scams:

Familiarize yourself with social media 
privacy settings, and consider limiting who 
has access to your personal information 
(i.e. friends list, location);
Be skeptical of unexpected messages, 
especially those that attempt to pressure or 
scare you;
Don’t comply with any threats;
Cease all communication with the 
individual if you suspect fraud;
Deactivate (but do not permanently delete) 
any accounts used to communication with 
the fraudster;
Report the incident to police.
To learn more about fraud trends in 
Canada and ways to protect yourself visit 
the Canada Anti-Fraud Centre website.

Richmond RCMP warning local 
business following alleged theft of 

trailers involving stolen semi-trucks.
Since September 20, 2024 Richmond 
RCMP have received three reports 
involving alleged thefts of trailers from 
local businesses. Through the subsequent 
investigations, it has been determined 
these thefts involved the use of four 
semi-trailers that were reported stolen out 
of Delta and Richmond. The two semi-
trucks from Delta have been recovered, 
however, the ones from Richmond are still 
outstanding.
“While we cannot conclusively link these 
thefts at this time, there are a number 

of similar factors that lead us to believe 
further thefts may occur which is why we 
are warning our local businesses,” says 
Sergeant Russel Yugai, Richmond RCMP 
Serious Crime Support Unit, “It is apparent 
the individuals involved in these thefts 
have knowledge around semi-trailers and 
commercial shipping operations which is 
why we are recommending that businesses 
put additional measures in place to protect 
their trailers and containers. This could 
include adding GPS trackers, having on-
site security or hardening general security 
measures around your business.”
The three alleged thefts targeted locations 
including;
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Thefts Of Trailers Involving Stolen Semi-Trucks

Bitcoin extortion scam surfaces in Richmond



SATURDAY Oct 5, 2024 A25www.thelinkpaper.ca

Gurbani teaches us that life is a gift 
from the Divine, and we should use 

it to achieve our purpose, which is to help 
the needy and ultimately merge with his 
creation.
	 As per a new practice, the 
Sunset Indo-Canadian Seniors’ Society, 
Vancouver celebrated jointly the birthdays 
of their three members on Thursday 
September 26. 
Daljit, born on September 5,  1923, now 101 
years,  is a living legend of Mark Twain’s 
saying, “Patriotism is supporting your 
country all the time, and your government 
when it deserves it.” He was born in 
village Pandori Ladha Singh, Hoshiarpur 
(Punjab). His grandfather, Niranjan Singh, 
and father Gurdev Singh took active part 
in Gadar Movement. They penned many 
patriotic poems which Daljit recites by 
heart at every meeting of the Sunset 
Society. Daljit’s father came to Canada 
in 1931, and he followed him in 1951. He 
was married to Pritam Kaur in 1955. They 
have a son and a daughter living in Toronto 
and Vancouver, respectively. 
Harchand Singh Dhaliwal turned Ninety-
one  on September 27th. Born in village 

Deegrian, Jalandhar (Punjab) he joined his 
father Dharam Singh in Vancouver  in 1954. 
His wife Tej Kaur and son Herb Dhaliwal 
joined him in 1958. Herb was the first Indo-
Canadian Federal Minister for two terms 
in Prime Minister Jean Chretien’s Cabinet. 

Unfortunately, Harchand lost his vision 
in 1975. He  exemplifies the following 
quote that “Light cannot be understood 
without the wisdom of darkness.” At 91, 
he recognizes hundreds of people by their 
voice. He recites Punjabi folklores by heart 
at Society’s weekly meetings. 
Dinesh Kumar Malhotra was born on 
September 10, 1954, now 70,  in Jagraon 
(Punjab). He passed his M. A (Economics)  
from Punjab University, Chandigarh and  
joined the State Bank of India, Jagraon 
in 1977. He also passed a prestigious 
examination of Certified Associates of 
Indian Institute of Bankers. As a rare 
case, he served  for 37 years in the same 
Branch and  retired as Liaison Officer in 
2014. He was awarded three times by 
the Chairman, SBI for his outstanding 
services. He migrated here in 2016. 
He held prominent posts in the local 
Rotary Club. He donates approximately 
Rs.70,000/-, his one month’s pension to 
Guru Nanak Sahara Society, Jagraon. The 
Society helps almost thirty poor families 
by way of financial and food help. His 
grandfather Vaid Diwan Chand was a 

freedom fighter  and father Kulbhushan 
Dev took active part in social service. 
His wife Kitty Malhotra, a gold medalist 
in M.A. (Physical Education) from 
Punjabi University retired as Principal 

from government school. They have 
two daughters and a son in Vancouver. 
Presently he is the Treasurer of the Sunset 
Society. He is an example of “Those are 
happy who do the most for others”. 
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Seniors celebrated at Sunset Indo-Canadian Society

By Zile Singh
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You say the phrase ‘world’s richest actor’ 
and the usual suspects pop into your head. 

Some of the most successful actors in the world 
- the likes of Tom Cruise, Johnny Depp, Dwayne 
Johnson and Shah Rukh Khan - have to be the 
wealthiest too. And sure, they are among the 
wealthiest but not the absolute richest. That 
honour goes to a man who has just one hit film 
series, and yet towers above these superstars. 
The world’s richest actor is...
Tyler Perry is the surprise name that sits atop the 
list of the world’s richest male actors. The actor, 
filmmaker, and playwright is a billionaire. As 
per multiple sources (Bloomberg, Forbes), he is 
worth around $1.4 billion ( ₹11,500 crore), more 
than any other male actor in the world. Another 
surprising name - comedian Jerry Seinfeld - 
comes in next with a net worth of $1 billion.
The two are followed by superstars Dwayne 
Johnson ($890 million), Shah Rukh Khan ($870 
million), and Tom Cruise  ($800 million). Perry 
is best known for creating and portraying the 
character of Mabel ‘Madea’ Simmons in the hit 
comedy franchise Madea. The series comprises 
of 12 live-action films, 11 plays, and a bunch of 
TV appearances. But Perry has done little work in 
films apart from this series.

Aamir Khan and his mother  were seen 
visiting  his first ex-wife Reena Dutta’s 

residence on Wednesday morning after the death 
of her father. On Thursday, Aamir was seen with 
his entire family visiting Reena for the last rites of 
his former father-in-law. 
Aamir and family visit Reena
Not only Aamir, but his and Reena’s children – 
actor Junaid Khan and entrepreneur Ira Khan--
were also seen at the last rites of their maternal 
grandfather. Ira was accompanied by her husband 
and fitness coach Nupur Shikhare. Aamir’s second 
ex-wife and filmmaker Kiran Rao was also seen 
with the family. She was spotted looking distressed 
and chatting with Junaid. Aamir was also spotted 
hugging Ira and Nupur, as Kiran looked on.
About Aamir, Reena, and Kiran
Aamir married Reena in 1986. They had two 
kids – Junaid and Ira – before splitting up in 
2002. Later, he began dating Kiran, who was an 
Assistant Director on his 2001 production debut 
and seminal historical drama Lagaan. 

World’s Richest Actor 
Has Only One Hit But 

$1.4 Billion Net Worth, Is 
Richer Than Tom Cruise 

And Shah Rukh Khan

Aamir Khan Hugs Daughter 
Ira Khan At Reena Dutta’s 

Father’s Funeral; Kiran Rao, 
Junaid Khan Also Attend
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Actor  Ananya 
Panday recently opened 

up about a dramatic way 
of dealing with breakups 
– burning photographs of 
her ex. In a recent interview 
with Galatta India, she said 
revealed that this helped her 
release frustration and move 

on from past relationships.
It is interesting to note that 

Ananya’s real-life coping 
mechanism sounds 
familiar to the reel 

version of  Kareena 
Kapoor’s character Geet 

from Jab We Met.
Dealing with heartbreak

Talking about how she used 
to deal with her breakups while 

growing up,  Ananya  shared, “I 
don’t do that now (burn photos of 
her ex), but I have done it. It’s not 
like I’m the only person on earth 
who has done this. A lot of people 
have. It’s a nice way to release your 
frustration.”
In the interview, she also 
emphasised that she has since 
become more mature while dealing 
with her emotions and likes to 
focus on self-growth. “Just deal 
with it. Nothing is permanent. You 
will figure it out. It will get better 
and knowing that is good enough,” 
she added.
When it comes to her love life, 
she was rumoured to be dating 
actor Aditya Roy Kapur. While they 
never confirmed their relationship, 

they were spotted together on 
movie outings and foreign holidays. 
At present, she is said to be dating 
Walker Blanco.
Ananya Panday’s work file
Ananya entered Bollywood with 
Student of the Year 2 in 2019. 
She went on to star in films such 
as Khaali Peeli, Gehraiyaan, 
Dream Girl 2, and Kho Gaye Hum 
Kahaan. She was also seen in the 
web show, Call Me Bae, which was 
recently released on Prime Video 
India. Now, she will be seen in 
Netflix India film CTRL, in which 
she plays a content creator who 
uses Artificial Intelligence to delete 
her ex from her memories, till the 
AI takes over.

BOLLYWOOD
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Warning To Local Businesses Following...

Ananya Panday 
Used To Burn Photographs Of Her Ex 
To Deal With Breakup

Ahan Shetty has joined the cast 
of JP Dutta’s  Border 2  as one 

of the soldiers in  Sunny Deol’s 
battalion. Ahan and Sunny took to 
their Instagram handles to make the 
announcement. The former penned an 
emotional post dedicated to his father 
Suniel Shetty who featured in the 1997 
war-drama. 
Ahan Shetty honours Suniel Shetty’s 
legacy
In the video introducing Ahan, his 
voiceover can be heard as he says, 
“Jise paar nahi kar paata dushman 
wo na to koi lakeer hai, na deewar, 
na khai. Aur kya hai ye border? Bas 
ek fauji aur uske bhai hain (What is 
that path which cannot be crossed by 
enemies? It is neither a line, nor a 
wall. What else is this border? Just a 
soldier and his brothers).”
Ahan captioned his post as, “Border 
is more than a film—it’s a legacy, an 
emotion, and a dream come true. Ironic 
how life works—
my journey with 
Border started 
29 years ago, 
when mom 
visited dad 
on set while 

pregnant with me. I grew up hearing 
OP Dutta’s legendary stories, holding 
JP uncle’s hand, and sitting by @
nidhiduttaofficial side. I never realized 
how much those moments would 
shape my love for cinema and the 
Indian Armed Forces. Now, being part 
of Border 2 is an absolute honour.”
Ahan Shetty expresses gratitude to 
JP Dutta
He further wrote, “JP uncle, thank you 
for continuing to hold my hand, I hope 
to make you very very proud. Nidhi, 
your hard work brought this dream to 
life, thank you for all that you are and 
do. Bhushan Sir, thank you for trusting 
me with this opportunity, I’m eternally 
grateful. @anurag_singh_films sir, I’m 
excited to work under your guidance. 
Working with @iamsunnydeol sir is a 
blessing, and I can’t wait to share the 
screen with @varundvn who I look up 
to as an older brother. As a huge @
diljitdosanjh fan, sharing the screen 

with him is surreal. And to you, 

Ahan Shetty Dedicates Emotional Post To Suniel Shetty As 
He Joins Sunny Deol’s Border 2: ‘A Legacy, An Emotion’

The formula is delightfully 
simple and works. Beautifully 
engineered handling, a reward-
ing six-speed manual and a re-
sponsive four-cylinder engine 
providing adequate power all 
works. Enough said. The six-
speed manual transmission’s 
clutch is weighty only to a point 
as to give the driver feedback 

while the shifter effortlessly 
“snicks” from one cog to an-
other. The GS-P new asym-
metric limited-slip differen-
tial   DSC-Track mode allow 
for more planted tail out and 
ground force performance.
The sense of speed is what 
matters most in a Mazda MX-
5. This is the Miata’s greatest 

trick and always has been. ex-
periencing thrust through the 
torque-rich power band (90% 
of all the torque is on tap be-
tween 2,000 and about 6,500 
rpm) is addictive. The Perfor-
mance Bilstein dampers and 
pumped up Brembo brakes 
add to the supple handling and 
confident, no fade braking.

Downsides are few, the interior 
will be tight for the larger bod-
ied. And there is little storage 
in this tiny car. The MX5-GS-P 
with the Sport Package is the 
ultimate combination for per-
formance buyers, offering a 
an almost perfect factory-pre-
pared track-ready car. Note, 
the Mazda   comes with a man-

ual or automatic transmission 
so non-stick drivers will not 
miss out.. There is a reason 
the  MX-5 is the best-selling 
roadster in history- It is called 
FUN!
2024 Mazda MX-5 GSP MRSP 
Priced from $38,900. 
Price as evaluated - $44,595.
Website: www.mazda.ca 

A closed and gated business in the 
area of Viking Way;
An open and gated business with 
security in the area of No 8 Rd;

A closed and ungated business in 
the area of Burdette St.
The total value of good stolen is 

in excess of $ 60,000.00

These investigations remain active and on-going 
investigations. Anyone who may have witnessed, 
or have information regarding these investigations, 
is asked to call Richmond RCMP at 604-278-
1212 and quote file number 2024-30003. Should 
you wish to remain anonymous, please contact 
Crimestoppers by phone at 1-800-222-TIPS 
(8477) or visit them online at www.solvecrime.ca.

Papa—everything I am is because of you, and I’ll 
do my best to honor the legacy you’ve worked 
so hard to create (heart emoji) Maa Shakti (hand 
emoji) Jai Hind.”
Sunny Deol while announcing Ahan’s casting 
in Border to shared the same video and wrote, 
“Welcoming Fauji @ahan.shetty to the Battalion 
of #Border2.”
About Border 2
Border 2 will be set in the same location as the 
Battle of Longewala and is scheduled to begin 
shooting in October this year. It is planned to 
be released on January 23, 2026. The 
prequel released in 1997, was 
set during the period of 
the India-Pakistan War 
of 1971 and featured 
actors Sunny, Jackie 
Shroff and Akshaye 
Khanna in pivotal 
roles. Ahan’s father 
Suniel portrayed 
the character of 
BSF Assistant 
Commandant Bhairon 
Singh in the movie.
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