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Guru Nanak Institute Launched With
Unique Vision To Offer Sikh Education,
Research To Diverse Communities
SURREY: With Sikh population exceeding
28 million (the fifth largest religious faith)
around the globe and making its mark in
communities in almost every country especially North America, a need was felt for an
institute to take post graduate Sikh studies to
diverse communities and backgrounds.
With this aim of inviting all those people who
want to learn about Sikh philosophy, history and teachings irrespective of their background and religion, a one of its kind Sikh
studies institute, has set its roots in BC.
The Guru Nanak Institute of Global Studies
(GNI) was officially launched this week with
an aim to provide a world-class infrastructure
and academic environment for research and
teaching on Sikh philosophy, history, literature, culture, and devotional music in an interdisciplinary manner.
The name Guru Nanak (the revealer of Sikhi)
is synonymous with equality, equity, justice,
compassion, open dialogue, spiritual revo-

lution, life-long learning, and emancipatory
teaching.
Embracing the principles of Guru Nanak,
GNI is committed to celebrating cultural diversity and a spirit of co-existence through

research, education and service. Not exclusive to the Sikh community, GNI welcomes
people from all communities, regardless of
their background, religion or beliefs.

Continued on page 09

Vancouver Drivers Pay Highest
In Hidden Gas Taxes: Report
Hidden gas taxes driving up pump price, Taxpayer’s
Federation demands scrapping some of these taxes

VANCOUVER, B.C.: The Canadian Taxpayer Federation’s 2022 Gas Tax Honesty
Report shows that Vancouver drivers are
paying the highest fuel taxes in Canada at
$1.98 per litre (April 2022 average), with
75 cents of the total being tax.
The tax bite includes B.C.’s two carbon
taxes, provincial and federal excise taxes,
municipal transit taxes and a federal sales
tax on top of all of the other taxes, said Canadian Taxpayer Federation in a release.
The first B.C. carbon tax is tied to the
federal mandatory minimum and costs 11
cents per litre of gasoline and the second
B.C. carbon tax is a government fuel reg-

ulation which adds about 17 cents per litre.
According to the report Victoria has the
second highest pump prices at $1.94 per litre. The rest of B.C. had gas prices that averaged $1.88 per litre. The report says that
the difference between those three regions
of B.C. can be partly explained by the transit taxes that are applied in Vancouver (18.5
cents per litre) and Victoria (5.5 cents per
litre). Newfoundland and Labrador had
the third highest prices nationally with gas
prices at $1.92 per litre.
Filling a family mini van in Vancouver
costs more than $50 extra in taxes.

Continued on page 08
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Another Indian International Indian-American Boy Bullied,
Student Dies A Tragic Death Choked At Texas School, Then SusI

A youth from Moga dies
after he drowned in a lake

n what could be
called a series of unfortunate events, another international student
has reportedly died in
Canada. This time it
was not an attack or a
shooting, it was death
by water.
The 20 year old
Navkiran Singh from
Moga was reportedly
drowned in the Credit
Valley River in Brampton in the Greater Toronto Area, various
media outlets have reported.
His body was taken out
by personnel of Brampton Fire and Emergency
Services on May 15.
The local police were
reported as saying, “A
man in his 20s, identified as Navkiran Singh
of Punjab’s Moga, was
found dead in the Credit River in Brampton,
Canada, on Sunday. The
body was fished out by
emergency personnel.
The police have started
investigations into the
case.
“It’s a huge tragedy to
see a young life being
snuffed out,” India’s
high commissioner to

Ottawa said of the death
of Navkiran Singh.
This is just the most recent example in a series
of such casualties that
have been reported in
Canada this year involving students from India.
Earlier, Indian student
Kartik Vasudev was
shot dead in Canada on
April 7. Kartik Vasudev
had moved to Canada in
January to pursue higher education. The police
identified the suspect as
Richard Jonathan Edwin, who was charged
with another homicide.
In
February
Harmandeep Kaur who was
working as a security
guard at UBC’s Okanagan campus was attacked by a man on the
campus and succumbed
to her injuries 2 days

after the attack. Kaur
had received her PR in
January.
According to a report in
Indian daily newspaper
Hindustan Times concerned over the trend
in fatalities within this
cohort, India’s missions
in Canada have reached
out to universities
across Canada to create
a database of students
from India and to map
their whereabouts. “In
addition, missions are
also coordinating with
community organisations and in particular,
with students’ associations at universities,
as they are the first
that become aware if a
student is tackling depression or behaving
abnormally,” the report
mentioned.

pended For 3 Day
A

video of an Indian American boy being
bullied by his Caucasian school mate has
gone viral.
In video, the Caucasian student is seen asking
the Indian-American boy to get up from his
seat. When the Indian-American boy refused,
he was choked and forcefully removed from
the seat.
North American Association of Indian Students posted this disturbing video on Twitter
identifying the boy and the name of the school
he was bullied. “Disturbing footage of Shaan
Pritmani, a middle school student, being assaulted and choked for over four minutes by
a white student. The incident took place in
a suburb of Dallas, Coppell Middle School.
Shaan received three days of suspension while
the assaulter received one day,” the Association posted on the Twitter.
The incident raises concerns about the safety and well being of Indians in schools in the
United States as well as the lack of proper support from school administration for situations
like these,” it mentioned.
Meanwhile, other students could be heard reacting to the violence but not stopping it, according to the video.
The authorities, however, chose to punish the
Indian-American student harshly by suspending him for three days while the aggressor
received a suspension of one day, parents of
Shaan, Sonika and Kamlesh Pritmani said,
PTI reported.
“I am deeply concerned about the safety of our
children and the message our school board,
our police department, is sending out by not
acting on this,” said Kukreja.
“We need fair treatment for every kid and we
need that bullying to be stopped,” said Pritma-

ni.
A petition has been signed under the name Assaults at school - Protect the victim. The petition says that the school called Shaan’s parents and informed them that their son had been
in an altercation with another student. The
school stated that the victim was at fault and
received a three day ISS, while the aggressor
only received a one day ISS.
The petition further mentions Shaan’s friends
shared the video of the assault with the parents
and reached out to school authorities, shared
the video and requested a reassessment. The
school informed the parents that they have
seen the video and there will be no change in
the course of action. The couple ISD SRO officer refused to file a citation because school
administration asked it not be written as there
have been too many bullying complaints lately.
The petition describes that the aggressor in
the video is on the wrestling team and can be
seen carrying out a very dangerous Carotid restrained on Shaan’s neck.

Continued on page 11
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BC Committed To Addressing Family Doctors’ Shortage,
But Not Through Privatization – BC Premier John Horgan
V

By Link News Desk

ICTORIA – BC Premier John Horgan
has reiterated government’s commitment to address the problem of family doctors’ shortage in BC. However, the premier
has made it clear that province will not take
the path of privatization in medical care.
“Our government is committed to addressing this problem, but one path we will not
take is privatization. Working with the other premiers, I have made it clear to the federal government that they must come to the
table to address the lack of federal funding in health care throughout the country,”
Horgan said in a statement after having a
discussion with Doctors of BC this week.
The calls to address family doctors’ shortage in the province have been growing
with various media outlets reporting shutting down of medical clinics in the Interior
Health region.
The family doctors’ shortage is being felt
across the province and over 38,000 people

have signed a petition started by Camille
Currie. The petition called Bring back our
Family Doctors and our Walk-in Clinics
reads, “Many individuals have been waiting for years to secure a family doctor,
without success. Now, with recent news
of more departures and closures on the Island and elsewhere, many more of us who
were fortunate enough to have had a family
doctor in our community are left without.
Walk-in clinics are disappearing, and families are being abandoned in their care of
the sick and the vulnerable.”
It also stated that 40% of family doctors in
BC are over 55. This means that within 5
to10 years, we will need to replace 40% of
our family doctors, in addition to addressing the already alarming shortage of family
doctors.
A Canadian tech company that publishes
wait times for walk-in clinics across the
country in its recent survey said patients in
BC and Nova Scotia have the longest wait
times across Canada compared to Ontario

and Alberta. “British Columbians have to
wait more than double the amount of time
(58 minutes) to see a physician at a walkin clinic, compared to Ontarioans who wait
an average of 15 minutes,” it said. It also
mentioned that BC’s average wait time increased by 15 minutes from 2019 to 2021.
The study found the cities with the longest
wait times across Canada were Victoria,
with 161 minutes, Kelowna (91 minutes),
White Rock (83), North Vancouver (74),
Vancouver (65), Maple Ridge (61), Burlington, Ont. (51), Port Coquitlam (49),
London, Ont. (49), and Grande Prairie,
Alta. (45).
Horgan acknowledged that the number of
British Columbians without access to an
in-person family physician is a real problem. “They are left waiting hours for medical attention that, for many, could have
been addressed with a visit to a family
doctor,” he said.
He also said that while this is a problem
across Canada, it is very acute here in
B.C. “I’ve heard from physicians throughout the province that they are both overworked and frustrated by the pressures
they are under, which are compounded by
the ongoing consequences of the pandemic.”
But he said this problem didn’t start yesterday. “In 2003, there were 437,000
people unattached to a primary care practitioner and, by 2017, that number had
doubled to 897,000. The impacts on B.C.
families are clear today.”
Previous governments too struggled with
this problem and according to him “some
efforts to address it were, unfortunately,
abandoned.”
But the premier assured that his government will not abandon British Columbians. “We have undertaken historic invest-

Premier John Horgan Twitter
ments through team-based care in primary
care networks, community health centres,
Indigenous-led clinics, and urgent and
primary care centres to expand access to
public health care in this province.”
“Going forward, the provincial government has committed to working closely
with Doctors of BC on solutions, including a clear process with firm timelines in
order to make tangible progress on this
complex problem. Premier’s statement
came following a meeting with representatives from Doctors of BC, “I was
pleased to have the opportunity to express
how important primary care is to our
health-care system, as doctors provide us
with the confidence that someone will be
there to help us when we get sick.”
He said that the government and Doctors
of BC fully agree that British Columbians should be attached to primary care
and have predictable access to their physicians. “It is through continued dialogue
and co-operation with physicians that we
will be able to provide solutions to provide transformational change to B.C. by
building on our historic efforts. We can
only make progress when we work together. Going forward, the provincial
government has committed to working
closely with Doctors of BC on solutions,
including a clear process with firm timelines in order to make tangible progress
on this complex problem.
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GURMAT DOCTRINES (PART 2)
By Dr. Kala Singh

I

published Gurmat Doctrines (Part
1) last April in English on amazon.
com. That book covered topics like
Who is God, Gender of God, Abode
of God, What is Atma, Amrit Vela,
What is Anand, Psychology of Ardas,
Bhakti, Simran, Creation of universe,
Are we born with specific number of
breaths, Are we puppets in the hands
of God, Does God fulfil all our wishes,
What is Sachkhand, Purpose of human
life, Dharamraj, Chitr Gupat, Heaven,
Hell, Pavan Guru, Hukam, Rza, Bhana,
Garibi, What are Purable Karam and
how they affect us and Reincarnation.
As per feedback and topics suggested
by the readers, I have published 2nd
book Gurmat Doctrines (Part 2) this
year in April on amazon.com. This
book, also in English, is available on

amazon as EBook and Paperback.
This book covers topics like what is
Mann, Shabd Guru, Naam Simran,
Dwelling of God, What is Gurdwara, Gur Darshan vs Khat Darshan, Mukti, Sikh view of mental
health, Mental Health and Vaisakhi,
Religion and Politics, Guru Di Khushi, Meat eating, Ninda, Bhar Kachkaul Prasad Da, Euthanasia, Sexual
orientation and Gurmat, Muhurat,
Sangrand, Puranmashi, Did Bhagat
Namdev turned around the temple, Guru Tegh Bahadur Mera
Baid Guru Gobinda, Dhur ki Bani,
Staying positive during COVID
pandemic etc with relevant Shabds
in English and Punjabi from Guru
Granth Sahib.
Dr. Kala Singh is a columnist, Physician, social activist, motivational
speaker, radio, TV personality and a
Sikh scholar.
For more information Dr. Kala
Singh can be contacted at 604 327
5253 or kala.singh18@gmail.com
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May 23 declared
as Komagata
Maru Day of
Remembrance
V

Obituary: S Jarnail S Rattan

With heavy hearts, we are conveying to you
that S Jarnail S Rattan, whose ancestral village was TakhanWadh (Zila) Moga, Punjab,
after completing his worldly journey has
peacefully passed on May 18, 2022. He had
been living in Vancouver, BC since 1965.
His funeral will be taking place on Sat, May
28th at 2 PM at Five Rivers Funeral Home
located at 7410 Hopcott Road, Delta, BC.
His antam ardass will take place at Sat Guru
Ram Singh Sat Sang located at 5588 Joyce St,
Vancouver at 4 pm.
For further information please contact
Bobby Rattan (son) at
604-889-1091
Karnail Singh Rattan
(brother) at 604-324-1143
Harnek Singh Rattan
(brother) at 604-323-5222
Surjit Singh Rattan
(brother) at 604-218-0069.

ANCOUVER: The City of Vancouver has proclaimed and declared May
23, 2022 as “Komagata Maru Day of Remembrance ”
The proclamation read, “Proclaim and
declare that May 23 , 2022 as Komagata
Maru Day of Remembrance in the City of
Vancouver will help educate the community and remind us of how unique Canada’s
, British Columbia’s and Vancouver’s a
diverse makeup is. We are all richer when
we remember how special it is to have so
many different ethnic communities living
together.”
“I hope that it will help to connect Canadians , British Columbians and Vancouverites with their past to build a more
peaceful and tolerant tomorrow, said Mayor Kennedy Stewart.
“I would like to say thank you to the Respected Mayor Kennedy Stewart and Councillors City of Vancouver,” said Raj
Singh Toor, the grandson of one of the passengers on the
Komagata Maru, and vice president and spokesperson for the
non-profit Descendants of the Komagata Maru Society.
City of Vancouver will also be featuring the official event
on vancouver.ca with a video acknowledgement and writeup [feature the video that was made in 2021]. It will be providing social media acknowledgements through Facebook,
Twitter, and Instagram.
There will be illumination of City Hall and Burrard Bridge
in the colour [orange] on Monday, May 23 2022, Toor informed.
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Using Data To Tackle
Systemic Racism

Grants Available For Projects
Supporting BC Seniors

V

ICTORIA - Communities in British
Columbia are encouraged to support
seniors so they can live active and independent lives as $500,000 in a new round
of age-friendly grants are available for
application.
Examples of age-friendly planning priorities include equity, sustainability and the
creation of multi-sectoral partnerships.
Examples of projects include strategies
and plans to meet housing, transportation, climate and emergency-management
needs for a diverse population of seniors
in the community, as well as public spaces, parks and nature trails that are accessible and safe.
Local and Indigenous governments can
submit applications for 2022 grants to the
BCHC
until July 5, 2022. They may apply for a
Stream 1 grant for as much as $25,000
for age-friendly assessments and action
plans, or a Stream 2 grant for as much as
$15,000 for age-friendly projects.
“I encourage communities to apply for
an age-friendly grant to support our seniors,” said Mable Elmore, Parliamentary
Secretary for Seniors’ Services and LongTerm Care. “The opportunities available
through the age-friendly program are important in making sure seniors feel
connected to their community.”
The program is a partnership between the
provincial government and BC Healthy
Communities Society (BCHC), which is
taking over administration of the redesigned grant program.
Previously, the Union of B.C. Municipalities administered the Age-friendly Communities grant program.
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By Aman Singh,

R

Mable Elmore,
Parliamentary Secretary for Seniors’
Services and Long-Term Care

MLA for Richmond-Queensborough

ecently, our government introduced
Anti-Racism Data Legislation. I
am honoured to work alongside my colleague, Parliamentary Secretary for Anti-Racism Rachna Singh, whose tireless
work made this legislation possible.
This legislation is the first of its kind in
Canada, and was developed with extensive engagement with racialized communities, with more than 13,000 British
Columbians taking part. Systemic racism and colonial biases have shaped the
development and delivery of programs
and services for generations, and this
continues to hurt Indigenous Peoples
and racialized people throughout B.C.

We’ve heard from Indigenous, Black and
people of colour that it can be hard to focus people’s attention on a problem when
you don’t have specific information about
systemic barriers and the data to show it.
As government, we must do better. The
Anti-Racism Data Act charts a new path
forward in partnership with Indigenous
Peoples and racialized communities to
use and share data safely to help address
systemic racism and make government
programs and services work better for
more people.
When we know better, we can do better.
Having data that shines a light on where
barriers and inequities exist will help us
drive change both inside government and
beyond.
This data will highlight how racialized
people have faced barriers in accessing
programs like rental assistance and child
care benefits.

Continued on page 14

In 2020, 40 communities received
age-friendly grants, which is an increase
from 35 in 2019.
The Province also provides communities
that have completed steps toward becoming age- friendly with official recognition as an age-friendly British Columbia community.
For more information about the
Age-friendly Communities grant program, visit: bchealthycommunities.ca/
programs/age-friendly-communities
For more information about BC Healthy
Communities, visit: http://bchealthycommunities.ca/

Continued on page 30
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Vancouver drivers pay highest in
hidden gas taxes: Report
The Taxpayers’ Federation recently hosted its 24th annual
Gas Tax Honesty Day with press
conferences across the country to
inform about all the hidden taxes
Canadians pay every time they
fuel up.
“Drivers are fighting to afford
to drive to work and high taxes
are making it much worse,” said
Kris Sims, B.C. Director for the
Canadian Taxpayers Federation.
“Politicians in Ottawa and Victoria could make fuel prices more
affordable by scrapping some of
these taxes.”
The federal government calculates sales taxes after all the
per-litre taxes are added. This
tax-on-tax costs drivers an extra
4.1 cents per litre of gasoline, on

average.
“Prime Minister Justin Trudeau
says he will continue to increase
the carbon tax until it reaches
37.6 cents per litre of gasoline
within the next eight years.
Combined with the second carbon tax, the cost will rise to
about 50 cents per litre just for
the carbon taxes,” Sims said.
“It’s wrong for Trudeau to keep
raising the carbon tax when Canadians can barely afford to fuel
up their cars now,” said Franco
Terrazzano, Federal Director for
the Canadian Taxpayers Federation.
Taxes on diesel in B.C. outside
of Vancouver and Victoria are
59 cents per litre, including both
B.C. carbon taxes.
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Jagmeet Singh Urges
Government To Defend
Canadians Getting
Gouged At The Pumps

O

TTAWA – As
the price of gas
reached over two dollars
per litre in most parts of
the country today, NDP
Leader Jagmeet Singh
is urging the Liberal
government to help Canadians struggling with
the rising cost of living. While Canadians
are getting gouged at
the pumps, big oil and gas companies are making record
profits. In a Parliamentary motion, Singh is calling on the
Liberals to stop giving billions of dollars of public money
to oil and gas companies and reinvest those funds in renewable energy and solutions that make life more affordable
for Canadians.
“Canadians have been through
a lot in the last two years of the
pandemic. They’ve been isolated
from their loved ones and now,
the price of gas is so high people are cancelling the trips they
had planned to see their family
and friends because they simply
can’t afford the trip,” said Singh.
“While people are making these
sacrifices, oil and gas companies
like Suncor and Cenovus are
making record profits. Instead of
helping Canadian families with
the cost of living, the government continues to give billions
of dollars in subsidies to oil and
gas companies who are already
making a fortune. It makes no
sense. New Democrats are calling on the government to stop
helping to maximize corporate
profits and start defending Canadian families.”
The NDP is calling on the government to cancel all fossil fuel
subsidies by the end of this
year – including the new Carbon Capture Tax Credit – and
reinvest this money to help Canadians struggling with the extremely high cost of living and
in renewable energy.
“In order to help people make
ends meet, New Democrats
have proposed that the government double the GST tax credit
and increase the Canada Child
Benefit (CCB) for all recipients
by $500. This would mean middle-class and low-income Canadians would get between $500
and $1000 to help them pay their
bills. With these NDP proposals,
at least 40 per cent of Canadians
would get money back in their
pockets to help with their growing expenses,” Singh said.
“When times are tough, Canadian families pay the price. We
think that’s wrong. The government can stop handing over
Canadians’ money to companies
who are gouging people to maximize their profits and reinvest
that money in helping families,”
said Singh. “Tomorrow, the Liberals and Conservatives have a
choice – they can shovel more
of your money to big oil and
gas companies making massive
profits, or they can support the
NDP’s plan to get you and your
family the help you need.”   
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Guru Nanak Institute Launched With Unique Vision To Offer Sikh...
Board Chair, Gian Singh Sandhu explained, “We are committed to promoting our values of
service to humanity, cross-cultural understanding, the lifelong pursuit of learning, critical
thinking, and diversity in all its
forms. We will ensure equal and
open access to all prospective
students by alleviating funding
and other financial barriers. We
firmly believe that no student
should be denied education due
to a lack of financial means and
to support this philosophy we
have a very liberal scholarship
and bursary policy.”
Founded in 2021 to commemorate Guru Nanak’s 550th anniversary by prominent members
of the Canadian Sikh community, the Guru Nanak Institute
is a PTIB (Private Training
Institution Branch) approved,
non-profit education and research institute.
GNI is launching with three
programs: 1) Sikh Studies Diploma, 2) Punjabi Studies Certificate, and 3) Gurmat Music
Diploma, and applications for
all these programs are now
open At this point all programs
will be administered in an online learning environment,
however the Institute does aim
to make it an in-person learning platform in the future.
These programs are truly
the first of their kind across
North America and supported
by GNI’s faculty of globally
based university professors
from a variety of fields and disciplines, with strong representation from Canadian post-secondary institutions, along with
an academic board of educators
and researchers from Canada,
the USA, the UK and India.
Some names include Dr. Amritpal Kaur, a former Dean, Academic Affairs, Punjabi University, Patiala; Dr. Rita Kaur
Dhamoon is an Assistant Professor in Political Science, at
the University of Victoria; Dr.
Inderjeet Singh Mann, former
Assistant Professor of Political
Science at JNU Delhi; Dr. Harjeet Singh Grewal of University of Calgary etc.
The Sikh Studies Diploma is
the first of its kind in Canada.
Although many post-secondary institutions provide Asian
Studies with Sikh studies encompassed within that, this
program is specifically focused
on Sikhism from an academic
perspective, versus a religious
one. Students become acquainted with Sikh religious,
moral, and social values and
attain a critical appreciation for
theorizing religion and have a
solid understanding of the Sikh
ethos and how they connect
with social justice.
“I really appreciate that GNI’s
focus is on providing an authentic education, sharing the
ethos of Sikhi, versus focusing
on a religious bias. This is incredibly meaningful for me, as
I want to study the faith from
an academic standpoint. I also
really appreciate that they will

be discussing issues facing the
diaspora, instead of limiting the
discussion to the home country
of Sikhism, shared post-secondary student Paramvir Singh.
The Gurmat Music Diploma is
also the first of its kind in Canada. This program has a series
of courses to prepare students
for a career/path towards Sikh
music’s Shabad Keertan (spiritual hymn singing) tradition,
providing a combination of theory and practical performance
examinations. The courses will
allow students an option to take
vocal, instrumental (stringed instruments), or percussion (Tabla/
Jodi) streams.
The Institute is also committed
to being cost-effective with an
incredibly accessible pricing
model compared to similar private institutes and by providing
financial aid by way of scholar-

GNI Board Chair Gian Singh Sandhu
ships and bursaries to deserving
students, looking at not only academic achievements but family
income, community involvement and sports/other personal
achievements.
GNI will expand their program
offerings to include graduate

studies and is already in the process of finalizing MOU’s with
partner universities.
The announcement of the institute’s three programs was made
at Surrey City Hall Atrium in
presence of Surrey Mayor Doug
McCallum, Surrey Board of

Trade, President & CEO, Anita
Huberman, Downtown Surrey
BIA, CEO, Elizabeth Model and
Executive Director of SFU Surrey Campus, Stephen Dooley.
Former Deputy Minister of Education, David Byng said that he
was excited to support the Guru
Nanak Institute of Global Studies joining the ranks of British
Columbia’s post-secondary sector. “As our province becomes a
more diverse and inclusive society, GNI will be a tremendous
resource to both local and global
learners and is a fantastic addition to the post-secondary landscape.”
Applications for all programs are
now open, prospective students
can learn more about the courses
and apply at: https://www.gurunanakinstitute.ca/courses. For
more information, please visit
www.gurunanakinstitute.ca.
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STA’s 101 on Personal Injury Law
By Mel Chaudhary
Partner

mchaudhary@simpsonthomas.com
Phone: 604 697 3251
Simpson, Thomas & Associates

H

ave you been injured in an
accident or another harmful incident and are considering
suing the at-fault party but do
not know where to begin? Or
maybe you are unsure about
how a personal injury lawyer
can help you or what benefits
you may be entitled to receive?.
Today, I introduce you to the
fundamentals of personal injury law and provide you with an
overview of how a personal in-

jury lawyer can help you.
What is Personal Injury
Law?
Personal injury law (also known
as tort law) allows victims of
accidents or other wrongful incidents to file a civil lawsuit to
claim compensation for damages, like medical expenses and
wage losses. Compensation
not only covers existing medical costs but can also include
reasonable future expenses for
your care, such as medication,
equipment, ongoing rehabilitative treatment, assistance with
housekeeping and personal
care, etc. Personal injury law
is often associated exclusively
with bodily harm, but emotional damage, pain and suffering,
and PTSD are also included in
personal injury.
Types of Personal Injury
Claims
Accidents, intentional acts, de-

fective products, and defamation are all part of personal injury. Accidents include slip and
falls, medical malpractice and
motor vehicle accidents (subject to recent ICBC no-fault
legislation). Intentional acts
include activities that are purposely performed to harm you,
such as assault and battery.

Defective products include injuries caused by products that
are defective or dangerous for
human consumption. And last
but not least there is defamation, which refers to actions
that cause harm to your image,
and can result in wage losses
and emotional suffering and
distress.

Elements of a Personal Injury Claim
You will need to get familiar
with multiple elements and
terms when you begin a personal injury claim. Although
every claim is different, plaintiff, defendant, settlement, and
liability are probably the most
recurrent terms you will hear
during your claim.
Plaintiff: A plaintiff is the person who was injured from a
wrongful act or accident and
initiates a claim against the
at-fault party in a court of law.
To simplify it, a plaintiff is the
person who starts the lawsuit.
Defendant: The defendant is
the person whose actions allegedly caused an injury or
loss to the plaintiff. The defendant is the person being
sued. In many personal injury
claims, the defence is funded
by an insurance company from
insurance purchased by the
defendant.
Settlement: A settlement
occurs when the defendant
and the plaintiff agr ee on
compensation to resolve the
claim. The defendant agrees
to pay this amount, eliminating the need for a judge to resolve the controversy.
Liability: In law, liability is
the legal responsibility of
the at-fault party to compensate the injured party. Sometimes, liability is 100% given to one party, but you can
also be found partially liable
for an accident. In this case,
the calculation of your settlement will be reduced by the
percentage of fault. E.g., if
you are 10% at fault, you will
recover 90% of the assessed
damages.
What Does a Personal Injury Lawyer Do?
Personal injury lawyers represent victims who have been
injured due to an intentional
or unintentional wrongful act
from either another person, a
company, entity or organization. They ensure your claim
is adequately presented, craft
a legal strategy, and negotiate
or litigate a fair settlement or
outcome. Having a personal
injury lawyer you trust is essential, as these claims can be
complex, delicate, and take a
long time to settle or resolve.
It is important you feel comfortable communicating with
your legal team. Learn more
about how a personal injury
lawyer can help you on www.
simpsonthomas.com.
Talk to STA’s Experienced
Personal Injury Lawyers
Simpson, Thomas & Associates has proudly and diligently served the victims of
accidents and wrongful incidents in BC for over 50 years.
If you have been injured and
want to know about making
a personal injury claim, do
not hesitate to reach out to
our legal team. You can call
604-229-6448 or fill out our
online form on www.simpsonthomas.com to request a
free legal consultation.
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2 Sikh Traders Shot In Pakistan, WSO Expresses Concern

I

n yet another case of targeted killing, two Sikh traders
were shot dead in broad daylight by unidentified armed
men in Pakistan.
The World Sikh Organization
of Canada has expressed deep
concerns over the targeted killing of the traders in Peshawar
district in Pakistan.
Ranjeet Singh (42) and Kuljeet
Singh (38), both shop owners
in the Batatal Bazaar were shot
dead by unidentified assailants.
According to reports, The Islamic State’s Khorasan unit
(ISIS-K) has claimed responsibility for the attacks.
This is the latest attack on Pakistan’s minority Sikh community over the past several
months. In September 2021, a
Sikh hakeem was shot dead in
his clinic in Peshawar. ISIS-K
also took responsibility for
that killing.
In March 2020, ISIS affiliated
terrorists attacked Gurdwara

Continued from Page 03

Indian
American Boy
Bullied Choked
At Texas...
This technique restricts blood
flow to a person’s brain by
compressing the sides of the
neck where the carotid arteries are located Shaan appears
to briefly lose consciousness at
the end of the neck choke maneuver.
In an email to parents, Coppell
ISD’s Superintendent Dr Brad
Hunt said in part, “Coppell
ISD is aware of a video circulating on social media showing
an incident at Coppell Middle
School North involving a physical altercation between two
students. Bullying, both verbal
and physical, as well as physical acts of aggression are never acceptable and do not align
with who we are at CISD and
our core values.”
The email said the incident
is being investigated and addressed by the school and the
district according to the CISD
Student Code of Conduct.
Marwa Elbially, the attorney
for the Pritmani family, denies
the accusations and says the violence should never have happened.
“The school can preach all it
wants that they’re antibullying
and place it on their website,
but they are sending a message
to this kid and the rest of the
student body that this behaviour
is acceptable,” said Elbially.
The petition also said that our
goal is to bring awareness
about the bullying and assault
problems in schools everywhere. All children deserve to
be safe at school.

Guru Har Rai Sahib in Kabul
and killed 25 Sikhs, including
four-year-old Tania Kaur.
WSO President Tejinder Singh
Sidhu said, “We are deeply
concerned for the safety of
Pakistan’s Sikh community.
ISIS-K continues to target
Sikhs in Pakistan and Afghanistan. We have been in touch
with members of Pakistan’s
Sikh community and they are
feeling vulnerable and unsafe.
They do not know if they will
return home safely, if they go
out.
“We call on the Government
of Pakistan to take immediate
steps to ensure the safety and
security of the Sikh community and to bring those responsible for these killings to justice.
We have seen a tragic exodus

of Sikhs and Hindus from Afghanistan because of targeted
attacks and discrimination and
it would be catastrophic to see
the same happen in Pakistan,”
he said.
Indian Ministry of External
Affairs has asked Pakistan to
sincerely investigate the brutal
killing of the Sikh traders and

take strict action against those
responsible for the “shocking
and deplorable” incident. External Affairs Ministry spokesperson Arindam Bagchi said
India had registered its “strong
protest” with Pakistan on the
continued “targeting” of members of the minority community in that country.

The Tribune reported that
Pakistan Sikh Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (PSGPC)
president Ameer Singh informed on phone that the attack appeared to be a conspiracy to target the minorities.
He said the deceased were at
their shops when the miscreants came and opened fire on
them. Both the victims were
only earning members of their
families. “In Pakistan, every Sikh shares integrity with
Pakistan but such types of incidents have a negative global
impact. I appeal to the KPK authorities to arrest the accused
and take stern action. There are
forces which attempt to harm
the brotherhood of Sikhs and
Muslims by indulging in such
crimes,” he said.
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Pacific Gateway Hotel Workers Receive
Community Support in Their Year-long Strike
L

By Harinder Mahil

ast Thursday, a number of
unions and community organizations participated in a rally in
support of Pacific Gateway hotel
workers who have been on strike
since May 3, 2021. Workers, represented by UNITE HERE, Local
40, have been on the picket line
every day to fight back against
mass terminations and economic
rollbacks.
The hotel terminated 143 employees during COVID-19 while
it was used as a federal quarantine site. A significant number of
affected workers are South Asian
women, some with up to 45 years
of service. The federal government ended its contract with the
hotel earlier this year after striking workers urged them to do so.
I was really pleased to see a number of Indo-Canadian community
organizations participate in the
rally. I saw representatives of the
South Asian Network for Secularism and Democracy (SANSAD),
the West Coast Coalition Against
Racism (WCCAR), and the Tarksheel Society at the rally. I am
sure some other organizations
were represented there as well.
Balwinder Cheema, who has
been employed at the hotel for 46
years, made a passionate speech
at the rally. She said: “This was
my first job and it will be my last
job. I will not give up and continue to show up at the picket line
until we win the strike.”
The rally at Pacific Gateway

comes on the heels of a settlement of the year-long Hilton
Metrotown labour dispute. Hilton
Metrotown agreed to a process
to return 97 workers terminated
during the pandemic to their jobs.
Most unionized hotels Canada

have made similar commitments
to protect workers’ jobs.
The 380-room hotel, owned by
PHI Hotel Group, fired a majority
of its employees while the hotel
was used as a quarantine facility for travellers arriving from

overseas. That included 90% of
its housekeeping staff, many of
whom are Indo-Canadians. One
of the affected room attendants
filed a human rights complaint
against the hotel last year on behalf of terminated women on the
basis of sex and race discrimination.
The termination of 143 employees during COVID-19 is a major
issue in the strike.
Most unions have boycotted the
hotel and pulled their business
to express their displeasure at the
hotel’s anti-union tactics.
The union is calling on management to reinstate all terminated
employees and offer them an
agreement enjoyed by other hotel
workers in British Columbia.

Pacific Gateway should be
ashamed for treating workers
with such disrespect. At a time
when there is a labour shortage,
the hotel should be resolving the
strike and reinstating all of its employees.
The lockout at Hilton Metrotown
was won with the support of the
trade union movement and community organizations. This strike
too will be won the same way –
with the support of the community.
Let us continue to support Pacific
Gateway workers and make sure
they win their just struggle.
Harinder Mahil is a community
activist and President of the West
Coast Coalition Against Racism
(WCCAR).

TOP NEWS

www.thelinkpaper.ca

SATURDAY MAY 21, 2022 A13

Navjot Singh Sidhu Gets 1-Year Jail Term In Road Rage Case

T

he Supreme Court has imposed a
sentence of one-year rigorous imprisonment on cricketer-turned-politician Navjot Singh Sidhu in a 1988 road
rage case. The cricketer-turned-politician
must surrender and serve a year’s “rigorous imprisonment”, the court said.
“Will submit to the majesty of law...,”
tweeted Sidhu.
On December 27, 1988, Sidhu got into an
argument with Gurnam Singh, a resident
of Patiala, over a parking spot. Sidhu and
his friend, Rupinder Singh Sandhu, allegedly dragged Gurnam Singh out of his
car and hit him. He later died in hospital.
In 1999, a sessions court in Patiala acquitted Sidhu citing lack of evidence and
giving him the benefit of the doubt.
On a petition challenging this verdict, the
Punjab and Haryana High court convicted Sidhu in 2006 of culpable homicide
and sentenced him to three years in jail.
In 2018, Sidhu approached the Supreme
Court, which said the case was over 30
years old and Sidhu had not used a weap-

1,000-fine.
Though the apex court had in May 2018
held Sidhu guilty of the offence of “voluntarily causing hurt” to a 65-year-old
man, it spared him a jail term and imposed a fine of Rs 1,000.
Noting that the hand can also be a weapon
by itself where a boxer, wrestler, cricketer, or an extremely physically fit person
inflicts a blow, the apex court said it does
believe that indulgence was not required
to be shown at the stage of sentence by
only imposing fine and letting Sidhu go
without any imposition of sentence.

on. Sidhu was only held guilty of assaulting a senior citizen, spared a jail term and
fined ₹ 1,000.
The family of the victim, Gurnam Singh,
requested the Supreme Court to review
its order and consider tougher charges.
The family had asked for graver charges
against Sidhu and a review of a 2018
order of the Supreme Court acquitting
him of murder charges and imposing a ₹

Obituary: Vijay Varsha Sidher

I

t is with great sadness
that the family of Mrs.
Vijay Varsha Sidher shares
the news of her passing
away on April 27, 2022.
Her antim sanskar was
held at the Riverside
Crematorium on May 9
in Delta, B.C.
Vijay was born in Lyallpur,
Pakistan. She completed
her Bachelors in Science followed by
her Masters in English Literature. Vijay
went on to become a science and English
teacher in a girls’ high school in Malpur,
Punjab. In 1977 she immigrated to Cana-

da with her husband, Dr.
Harmesh Sidher.
For twenty-three years,
Vijay worked as a public
servant with the BC government.
She volunteered with
several community organizations including: the
Vancouver and Surrey
Hindu Temple kitchens
every Sunday for many years, the Surrey
Art Gallery library and was instrumental in Vivek Canada activities towards
providing education to rural children in
India.

“The blow was not inflicted on a person identically physically placed but a
65-year-old person, more than double
his age. Respondent no.1 (Sidhu) cannot
say that he did not know the effect of the
blow or plead ignorance on this aspect,”
it said.
“It is not as if someone has to remind him
of the extent of the injury which could
be caused by a blow inflicted by him. In
the given circumstances, tempers may
have been lost but then the consequences
of the loss of temper must be borne,” the
court said.
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India Bans Wheat Export To Control Rising Domestic Prices

T

he Indian government has put
a curb on wheat export with
immediate effect as part of measures to control rising domestic
prices, according to an official notification.
“There is a sudden spike in the
global prices of wheat arising
out of many factors as a result of
which the food security of India,
neighboring and other vulnerable
countries is at risk,” an official
notification banning exports said.
It also clarified that wheat exports
will be allowed on the basis of
permission granted by the Government of India to other countries to meet their food security
needs and based on the request of
their governments.
The export of all wheat, including high-protein durum and normal soft bread varieties, has been
moved overnight from the “free”
to the “prohibited” category.
The decisions comes at a time

when India’s consumer price
index hit an eight-year high of
7.79% in April while retail food
inflation surged past 8.38%.
The ban on exporting wheat, according to government officials,
is because procurement of the cereal by government agencies has
plunged to a 15-year-low. Only 18
million tonnes have been bought
so far in the current marketing
season, as against the record 43.3
million tonnes in 2021-’22.
Global buyers were banking on
India for wheat supplies after exports from the Black Sea region
plunged since Russia invaded
Ukraine in late February.
The decision to stem the flow of
wheat for exports barely months
after the government went euphoric about India ‘feeding the
world’ came after procurement
for the 2022-23 season struggled
to reach the revised target of 19.5
million tonnes.

This target was itself, almost 56
per cent lower than the original
procurement estimate of 44.4 million tonnes.
According to India media procurement dropped as farmers sold
their wheat to private traders lured
by prices which were higher than
the state mandated MSP of Rs
2,015 per quintal.

Government purchases also suffered as overall wheat production in FY23 marketing year
dropped by at least 6 million
tonnes from an earlier estimate of
111.3 million tonnes.
Officials said that there are fears
that abnormally low levels of
stocks could keep flour prices
high in the coming months as

well as crimping Centre’s option
to intervene in the market to cool
down flour rates.
Wheat flour prices in the local
markets have flared up in the last
few weeks due to a shortage of
wheat.
According to media reports, the
all India monthly average retail
price of wheat flour (atta) was Rs
32.38 per kg in April, the highest
since January 2010, the earliest
month for which data are available.
After assessing the falling inventories, the government, a few
weeks back, decided to allocate
5.5 million tonnes of rice in place
of wheat to states for distribution
under the government’s free ration scheme (PMGKAY) for five
months starting May.
“This will immediately free up
around 5.5 million tonnes of
wheat which can then be used to
build up the stocks,” a senior official had said a few weeks’ back.

Continued from Page 07

Using Data
To Tackle
Systemic
Racism

With this data, we can make
changes to ensure people can
get fair access to programs
when they need them.
This data will also bring
awareness to where racialized people are being disproportionately targeted by
things like tickets and penalties, so that we can ensure
these charges are being applied fairly and impartially.
With this data, we can identify barriers and improve
programs and services. For
example, BC Housing has
started working with communities to collect disaggregated demographic data to
more accurately capture the
diversity of people who are
experiencing homelessness
across the province. This
data helped secure culturally
competent service providers
in communities where they
are most needed.
By making sure that communities are involved every
step of the way, we can protect against further harms and
work together to find meaningful solutions that work for
those most affected by systemic racism.
We know that this legislation alone won’t end racism,
but it’s an important step
forward. Our government
is committed to eliminating
racism in all its forms – from
systemic racism to the incidents of racist attacks and
hatred that we are seeing all
too often. Join us in coming
together to tackle racism in
all its forms.
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BC Home Sales Trending Toward Normal Activity

ANCOUVER: “Canadian mortgages have sharply increased,
surpassing 4 per cent for the first
time in a decade,” said BCREA Chief
Economist Brendon Ogmundson.
“With interest rates rising, demand
across BC is now on a path to normalizing. However, given existing
levels of supply, markets conditions
remain tight.”
Provincial active listings were 7.5
per cent lower than this time last
year, though listings are starting to

accumulate in some markets as demand fades. However, it will likely
take a year or more for the supply of
listings to return to balanced market
levels.
Year-to-date, BC residential sales
dollar volume was down 10.7 per
cent to $38.4 billion, compared with
the same period in 2021. Residential
unit sales were down 24.2 per cent
to 35,618 units, while the average
MLS® residential price was up 17.8
per cent to $1.078 million.

The British Columbia Real Estate Association (BCREA) reports
that a total of 8,939 residential unit
sales were recorded by the Multiple
Listing Service® (MLS®) in April
2022, a decrease of 34.9 per cent
from a record April 2021. The average MLS® residential price in BC
was $1.065 million, a 12.9 per cent
increase from $943,765 recorded in
April 2021. Total sales dollar volume was $9.5 billion, a 26.5 per cent
decline from the same time last year.
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“IBADAT AUR MOHABBAT”
Book of ‘Ashk’ Launched

Events In My City

Britannia Mine Museum’s Summer Exhibit
T

he
Britannia
archives, the exhibit
Mine Museum
showcases previouswill launch their new
ly unseen objects,
summer exhibit with
photographs,
and
a nostalgic historical
films which highthrowback to how
light the wholesome,
Britannia residents
unique community
enjoyed their recreculture and tradiational life during
tions that strengththe mining days, and
ened the remote
how social gathertowns and made Briings helped strengthtannia an enjoyable
en and build the replace to live.
siliency of a remote
The “More than a
Britannia Mine Museum’s historical recreational
mining town.
Mine: Recreation in
photos of a Maypole dance (circa 1939) and the
Running from May
a Mining Town” exheated swimming pool at Mount Sheer (circa 1951).
20 to September 5, the
hibit is available via
“More than a Mine:
general admission
two mining communities, Mount
Recreation in a Mining Town”
tickets and annual memberships,
Sheer Townsite and The Britansummer exhibit rediscovers what
which are available online at
nia Beach. Drawn from the murecreational life was like at the
www.britanniaminemuseum.ca.
seum’s historic collection and

Surrey Art Gallery Celebrates Spring With Fresh Local Art

S

urrey Art Gallery is hosting
Arts Council of Surrey’s annual summer juried exhibition ARTS
2022 on display from May 7 until
July 24. Admission is free.
The Arts Council of Surrey presents the 38th juried exhibition
showcasing the diverse artistic talents of established and emerging
visual artists from across the Lower Mainland at Surrey Art Gallery.
Jurors were tasked with selecting
from over 200 entries to identify

the final fifty-two works, including painting, drawing, fabric work,
sculpture, and video.
This year’s edition of ARTS will be
exhibited both on the Arts Council
of Surrey’s website and throughout
the Surrey Arts Centre. Both emerging and established artists submitted work in an open competition.
Artworks on display range from
traditional paintings of landscape
and animal life to stop-motion animation.

Everyone is invited to celebrate
ARTS 2022 at the Gallery’s summer
opening reception on June 19. This
will also launch the mobile interactive shadow installation Mere Phantoms: Shadows Without Borders
that kicks off the afternoon with an
artist talk at 2 p.m. Formal remarks
begin at 3 p.m. with acknowledgment of the ARTS 2022 award recipients. Registration for this event
is required on the Gallery’s website
at surrey.ca/artgallery.

T

he third selection of
Hindi poems of Hardev Sodhi ‘Ashk’-“Ibadat Aur Mohabbat” was
launched by Hindi Literary Society of Canada
on May 8, 2022 at Shanti
Niketan, Laxminarayan
Mandir in Surrey. Ashk
is an accomplished writer and has made valuable
contribution to popularize
the South Asian literature
in Canada.
Emigration to new country makes it difficult to
retain old connections but
Ashk being an ethnic writer has maintained the delicate balance by picking up
the social, religious issues
of India and contemporary
themes of Canada. He has
an engaging diversity of
feelings, emotions, and
views which he has fearlessly expressed in poems.
Extremism of faith and
terrorism gives Ashk unlimited pain, and he openly advocates for universal

peace, brotherhood, compassion, and harmony.
His love for nature and
environment is quietly
reflected in his poems.
He composed beautiful
songs, dohe and ghazals to
portray his inner devotional and spiritual feelings in
simple language.
The book review was presented by Harish Masand
(Suchitra Joshi’s paper),
Krishan Bector and President of Hindi Parishad
Acharya Dwivedi, and
Ashak recited some pieces from his book. It was
followed by Kavi Goshthi/
Mushaiyra which was
presided by Dr. Jagmohan Humar of Ottawa,
conducted
successfully by Pushplata Sharma
and Reshma Misra. Hari
Varshney thanked all.
People appreciated the poems of Jagmohan Humar,
Neema Manral, Jitendra
Kumar, and Firoz.
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Politicians Need To Wake Up To Affordability Plight
By Franco Terrazzano and Kris Sims

T

here was a clash between reality and
the federal Liberal Twitter account
last week.
The self-congratulatory tweet claimed
Liberals have been “making life more
affordable” since 2015.
When Canadians look at gas prices, grocery store receipts and mortgage payments, that claim might raise some eyebrows.
Does life feel more affordable now
than it did seven years ago?
Here’s what the numbers say.
The price of food jumped by nine per
cent over the year, the cost of homes skyrocketed and many people can’t afford to
fill their cars to get to work.
In 2015, the price of gasoline in Vancouver was $1.02 per litre. Now it’s more
than doubled, costing $2.20 per litre.
That’s more than $240 to fill a pickup.
Taxes are a huge factor in gas prices.

While global unrest increases the price
of oil, and a lack of pipelines chokes supply, taxes make it worse.
In Vancouver, 75 cents per litre of the
pump price is taxes, including two carbon taxes.
In 2015, there was no federal carbon tax.
Now, it’s 11 cents per litre of gasoline.
People pay the carbon tax on home heating and the carbon tax is also on diesel.
That means we pay more for groceries
and everything else delivered to us on a
truck.
The feds try to explain away that reality by pointing to rebates, but the Parliamentary Budget Officer has concluded
the carbon tax is a “net loss” for most
families.
That analysis doesn’t include a second
federal carbon tax embedded in fuel
standards that’ll be in place by Christmas
this year. It’s estimated to add 11 cents to
the price of a litre of gas by 2030.
Within the next eight years, the two

carbon taxes are going to cost about 50
cents per litre of gasoline.
Taxes are making life less affordable
now, but Canadians should be worried
about future affordability because today’s deficits are tomorrow’s taxes.
In 2015, the federal debt was $616 billion. By the end of this year, the debt will
have doubled to $1.2 trillion.
Every month, taxpayers are paying more
than $2 billion in interest on the debt. By
2025, the PBO expects interest charges
to exceed $40 billion per year, more than
double the cost at the onset of COVID-19.
The cost to buy a home has jumped since
2015.
Back then, the cost of a detached home
in London was $282,229. Today, those
same homes cost more than $793,000.
Deficit spending has made inflation
worse, which in turn has prompted domestic investor groups to park their money in real estate to hedge against inflation, adding to the rising cost of homes.

And the feds have been slow to demand
good results in exchange for taxpayers’
money transferred to city halls that are
strangling new home builds.
Simon Fraser University research shows
a Vancouver home requires 18 inspections and five more for the garage. The
city’s building permit fees are
also twice the average rate than
in U.S. cities.
Why did Ottawa hand more
than $3.9 million to the
City of Vancouver in 202122 though the Community
Building Fund, when that
city hall is making it nearly
impossible to build homes?
Then there’s inflation.
In 2015, inflation was 1.1 per
cent. That means things like
new tires or a pound of apples
cost about one per cent more
than they had a year before.
Today, inflation is at 6.7 per
cent. The Trudeau government
is making inflation worse with
big deficits because the Bank
of Canada prints money to
buy government debt, creating more dollars chasing fewer
goods, which intensifies inflation.
A 6.7 per cent inflation rate is
the highest since 1991.
Interestingly, it was about a
year after that high inflation
that Bill Clinton won the White
House with the slogan: “It’s the
economy, stupid.”
The top issue in Canada today
is resoundingly: “Affordability, stupid.”
Franco Terrazzano is the
Federal Director and Kris
Sims is the B.C. Director of
the Canadian Taxpayers Federation
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2022 Surrey Women in Business Awards

he Surrey Board of Trade hosted
the 13th Annual Surrey Women in
Business Awards Luncheon, with Presenting Sponsor Prospera Credit Union
to recognize the hard work of Surrey’s
businesswomen and their contributions to
the community.
Master of Ceremonies Keri Adams of
CTV Vancouver led the afternoon’s program. Over 400 guests enjoyed presentations by Major Vicki Ferg of the Canadian Armed Forces, and Keynote Speaker,
sponsored by DP World Canada, the Honourable Jody Wilson-Raybould. Jody delighted the crowd as she shared her lessons in leadership, followed by a book
signing.
“The Surrey Women in Business Awards
recognizes women that are making Surrey
such a dynamic and vibrant city,” said Anita Huberman, President and CEO, Surrey
Board of Trade. “The Surrey Women in
Business Team through the Surrey Board
of Trade are revving up the recognition
and opportunities for women in business.”
The energy and excitement was
contagious throughout the audience as the following winners were announced in six
categories in order by photo
image:
Professional
Category:
Kathrin Matadeen, TD
Bank (not able to attend, TD
representative accepting on
her behalf)
Following her undergraduate
degree and MBA, Kathrin
Matadeen began her career at
TD Bank in 2001. Currently,
Kathrin is the Vice President
for Commercial Banking at
TD. She leads a team of 34
banking professionals serving
the needs of local businesses
by offering customized services to help business owners meet their financial goals.
Outside of work, Kathrin sits
on the Downtown Surrey BIA
Board of Directors, is the National Co-Lead for TD Business Banking Women in Leadership Committee and serves
on the School of Business
External Program Advisory
Committee of the University
of the Fraser Valley and on the
Abbotsford Community Foundation Finance Committee.
Emerging Leader Category:
Rochelle Prasad, SPARK
Foundation
Rochelle Prasad is the Founder of SPARK Foundation, a
non-profit organization that
offers life education programs
to young people across Canada.
She is the youngest committee member on the City of
Surrey’s Community Service
Committee and the Provincial
Committee on Diversity in Policing. Rochelle was awarded
the Top 50 Change Makers in
Canada by Globe and Mail,
International Princess Diana
Award, Canada 150 Award
in Leadership, Surrey’s Top
25 Under 25 Award, and the
Governor-General
Sovereignty Award. She is also the
author of Because We Can, a
book about taking action for
a better world that genuinely
starts with oneself. She is also
a United Nations Sustainable
Development Goal advocate.
Social Trailblazer Catego-

ry: Florence Sufen Kao, DIVERSEcity
Community Resources Society
Florence Sufen Kao came to Canada in
2007 with a world of experience as a senior HR manager. Her first job was at
SUCCESS before she transferred to DIVERSEcity as a Labour Market Settlement

Worker in 2010. Today, Florence is the
heart and soul of DIVERSEcity’s Immigrant Entrepreneur Program. As the program lead, she organizes and coordinates
the program, develops curriculum, hosts
workshops, liaises with funders, facilitators and partners, does outreach and mar-

keting, and handles the one-on-one client
self-employment counselling facilitation.
As a result of her hard work, the program
was recognized with a National entrepreneur CANIE Award for service.
Not-for-Profit Leader Category: Vandna Joshi, DIVERSEcity Community Resources Society
Vandna Joshi serves as Manager of Employment Programs at DIVERSEcity Community Resources Society. This client-centred organization supports newcomers and
other diverse communities in building the
life they want in Canada. As a senior manager, Vandna oversees the funding, development, implementation and outcomes of
most employment programs offered at the
non-profit. She strives to support and encourage the women at DIVERSEcity, both
staff and clients, with the tools and knowledge they need to succeed in their own
right and offers guidance and her heart to
create a compelling, loyal and hard-working team that sees high retention rates.

Continued on page 30
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SRK on daughter
Suhana’s debut: Be kind
and giving as an actor
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Katrina to hubby
Vicky: You make
everything better
M

M

umbai:
As
his
daughter Suhana is
all set to make her acting
debut with the film ‘The
Archies’, superstar Shah
Rukh Khan on social media shared some advice for
her next big step.
Shah Rukh, who shared a
poster of ‘The Archies’,
penned a heartfelt note for
his daughter and asked her
to be “kind and giving” as
an actor.
He wrote: “And remember @suhanakhan2 you
are never going to be perfect....but being yourself is
the closest to that. Be kind
and giving as an actor....the
brickbats and applause is
not yours to keep.
“The part of you that gets
left behind on screen will
always belong to you....u
have come a long way
baby....but the road to peoples heart is unending....
stride forth and make as

many smile as you can.
Now let there be Light....
Camera and Action!” The
‘Archies’, which has been
adapted from the famous
comic series of the same
name, has been revealed.
The film, produced by
Zoya Akhtar and Reema
Kagti’s Tiger Baby Films
will feature the children
of some of B-town’s most
widely known faces.
Apart from Suhana, the
cast also includes Agastya
Nanda, who’s the grandson of Amitabh Bachchan
and Jaya Bachchan, and
the late actress Sridevi and
Boney Kapoor’s younger
daughter Khushi Kapoor.
In addition, the film will
also star Mihir Ahuja,
Dot, Yuvraj Menda, and
Vedang Raina in key roles.
The young actors will play
the beloved characters
from the hugely popular
Archie Comics.

BOLLYWOOD

umbai: As it was Bollywood
heartthrob
Vicky Kaushal’s birthday,
his ladylove and actress Katrina Kaif shared a loved-up
post for her husband on social media.
Katrina took to Instagram,
where she shared two pictures posing with Vicky
from their holiday in New
York. In the first image, he
is seen hugging his beautiful wife, while in the second
he’s seen lightly kissing her
in a romantic manner.
“New York wala birthday
my love (heart emoji) Simply put.... You make everything better,” Katrina wrote

as the caption.
Vicky also shared a string of
pictures from his birthday
celebrations and thanked
everyone for the love-filled
messages sent to him.
“Swinging into the new year
with my favourite people.
My heart’s filled with utmost
joy and gratitude. Thank you
everyone for sending me all
your love and warm wishes.
Pyaar pyaar aur bahut saara
pyaar.”
On the work front, Vicky has
the untitled Laxman Utekar
movie, the Sam Bahadur biopic by Meghna Gulzar, and
the comedy film ‘Govinda
Naam Mera’ in his kitty.

Kannada Actress Samyukta
Hegde’s Bikini Poses Go Viral
B

engaluru: Kannada actress
Samyukta Hegde’s bikini poses
at Dubai have gone viral on social
media. Traditional Kannada audiences who are not exposed to such
a glamorous presentation have gone
crazy about her clicks.
“Not sure if I was beating the heat or
raising temperature!” Samyukta captioned her hot photograph. Samyukta
made her debut with super hit ‘Kirik
Party’ movie opposite Rakshit Shet-

ty.
She had won Filmfare Award for
Best Supporting Actress in Kannada
for the movie. She had made her debut in Tamil language with ‘Comali’
along with Jayaram Ravi and Kajal
Agarwal.
Samyukta Hedge had also participated in reality shows ‘MTV Roadies’,
‘MTV Splitsvilla’ and ‘Big Boss
Kannada’. She was runner up on
‘MTV Splitsvilla’.
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Sonal Chauhan: There’s
A Reason Why ‘F3’ Trailer
Doesn’t Show My Character

H

yderabad: Sonal Chauhan plays a
pivotal role in the upcoming ‘F3’
which she believes was intentionally
kept aside in the theatrical trailer which
was released a couple of days ago.
The actress, who has previously appeared in Telugu films such as ‘Legend,’ ‘Pandaga Chesko,’ ‘Dictator,’
and ‘Ruler,’ shared her thoughts on the
comedy entertainer at a media interaction.
Talking about her role in ‘F3’, Sonal
said, “There’s a reason why the trailer makes no mention of my character
in ‘F3’. It’s a role that will catch you

offguard. There is a twist in my character.”
“That’s why my character’s nature is
hidden in the trailer. My character, I
am confident, will keep the audience
thoroughly entertained”.
Having tried a role with full-length
comedy, Sonal mentions that making
people laugh is no joke.
“This is my first major comedy role.
Playing a role that was purely entertaining was difficult. To be able to
entertain with comedy isn’t a joke”,
Sonal said.
Sonal also mentioned, “Because
this is my first comedy role, I was
a little nervous. Before we started
shooting, I asked the director if I
should watch some comedies. He
told me to unwind and enter the
set without doing any homework.
He is the type of director who takes on
our roles and emotes
every scene.”
“I am confident that
the audience will
be thoroughly entertained by my
character”, Sonal
conveyed.
Anil Ravipudi’s
directorial ‘F3’
starring
Venkatesh and Varun Tej will release in theatres
on May 27.

After ‘KRK’,
Samantha
In Talks
For Another
Pan-India
Collaboration
H

yderabad: Samantha Ruth Prabhu, who
recently appeared in Tamil multi-starrer ‘Kaathuvaakula Rendu Kaadhal’, is apparently on a signing spree.
The ‘Majili’ actress is said to have signed another biggie, which she intends to make offi-

cial
soon.
Samantha has reportedly signed a film that will be
directed by a young filmmaker,
while her upcoming mythological love saga ‘Shakunthalam’
will launch her in the pan-In-

M
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Shekhar Suman’s ‘India’s
Laughter Champion’ Replaces
Kapil Sharma’s Show

umbai: The popular face of entertainment Shekhar Suman is all set
to make the audience laugh with his show
‘India’s Laughter Champion’ that will replace ‘The Kapil Sharma Show’.
Shekhar will be joined by Archana Puran
Singh on the judges panel. He says: “I am
extremely gung-ho about ‘India’s Laughter Champion’.”
Shekhar adds: “This
is show is aimed
at making you
forget all your
worries,
let
loose and laugh
out loud, that is
much needed.
The contestants
are all set to
tickle your ribs
and I am positive
that the audience
will enjoy this show
thoroughly.”
“ I t ’s

also great to collaborate with
Archana for this reality show and
the viewers can surely expect
a trip down nostalgia lane
with us.”
Previously, Shekhar had
taken to Instagram to
inform the audience
that he will be
back on TV soon.
The two have shot
the promo and
the show will go
on floors later this
month.

dia space. For
the time being,
the producers have kept
the details of the yet-to-belaunched film under wraps. Samantha has also signed a web
series deal with Prime Video. Samantha will play an unusual role
in ‘Yashoda,’ which is directed by

the
d u o
Hari
Shankar
and Harish Narayan.
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Aamir Khan Flaunts His Footwork In New Video,
Reminds Ravi Shastri To Revisit ‘Lagaan’
M

umbai: Aamir Khan, who is leaving no
stone unturned to promote his upcoming
film ‘Laal Singh Chaddha’, was recently seen
in a video where he was asking for a chance to
play for one of the IPL teams.
The video soon went viral as it opened up a
new wave of discussion.

Following the hullabaloo, the TV channel
took to its social media and uploaded a reaction video putting Aamir Khan on the spot on
Friday.
One of the news anchors from the channel
asked ex-India coach Ravi Shastri if Aamir
had a chance in the IPL, to which the former India cricketer replied in jest, “He looks
good in the nets. Probably needs to spend
some time on his footwork. But should get
into most teams (sic).”
Reacting to the same, Aamir Khan shot an-

Nothing More Beautiful Than A Film
That Connects People:
Fatima Sana Shaikh
On ‘Modern Love:
Mumbai

M

umbai: Actress Fatima Sana Shaikh is
enjoying the appreciation she has been
receiving from the audience for her performance in ‘Raat Rani’ from the anthology series ‘Modern Love: Mumbai’.
The actress has given a realistic
performance that is being noticed by viewers and critics.
Fatima in ‘Raat Rani’ plays
the character of an open-hearted, flamboyant girl Laali, who is
heartbroken because of her partner’s
betrayal but then emerges as a self-loving girl. “I am very happy to see that the
audience is connecting with the character and
its even more special because now people are
reaching out to me and sharing their stories
and telling that Laali has inspired them to
cross the flyover and there is nothing more
beautiful than a film that connects people
and inspires people and I am just humbled
by everybody’s love.”

other video of him where he can be seen pulling off some excellent footwork. In the video,
Aamir uses his quick-witted sense of humour
and says, “Ravi, I am a little disappointed

since you didn’t like my footwork. I think you
have not watched ‘Lagaan’. Now watch me
again. I think every team would be lucky to
have me. Recommend me well, it will be fun”.
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Scott Eastwood Returns To ‘Fate Of
The Furious’ Universe With ‘Fast X’

Continued from Page 25

2022 Surrey
Women in...

Corporate/Leadership Category:
Alexandra Haukaas, PCB Freight
Management Ltd.
Alex Haukaas is a logistic professional who has been in the freight
forwarding, Non-Vessel-Operating
Common Carriers (NVOCC), and
brokerage industries for over 18
years. She has worked in all modes of
transportation, including air, ocean,
rail, and project cargo. She oversees
over 10,400 shipments a year. She
is currently the Operations Manager
at PCB Freight Management Ltd., a
position she assumed during a global
shipping crisis caused by the pandemic. In addition to her day job,
she has served on the BC Kids Help
Phone – Home for the Holiday Committee and volunteers at South Meridian Elementary as Co-Vice President of the PAC and as Emergency
Preparedness Coordinator.
Entrepreneur Category: Maria
Santos-Greaves, Surrey Hearing
Care
Maria Santos-Greaves is the President and Operations Director of
Surrey Hearing Care Inc., which provides comprehensive hearing care
services, including thorough hearing
evaluations, a complete line of digital hearing aids, assistive listening
devices, and counselling. With over
25 years of experience and sheer determination, Maria built a clinic from
the ground up. Initially only having
one location with three staff, Surrey
Hearing Care now has four locations
with 15 diverse employees. Maria is
a member of the Board of Directors
of the Multicultural Helping House
Society, a non-profit organization
that provides help to new immigrants
in Canada.

HOLLYWOOD

L

os Angeles: Scott Eastwood, who
starred in the ‘Fate of the Furious’ - the
2017 edition of the ‘Fast & Furious’ franchise, is set to return to the franchise as
part of the cast of ‘Fast X’, reports ‘Deadline’.
The actor joins an ensemble that also includes Vin Diesel, Michelle Rodriguez,
Tyrese Gibson Jason Momoa, Charlize
Theron, Brie Larson, Alan Ritchson, Nathalie Emmanuel, Michael Rooker, Daniela
Melchior, Jordana Brewster, Sung Kang,
Ludacris and Cardi B.
‘Fast X’ is the latest film in a globe-trotting
action franchise from Universal Pictures
which has grossed over $6 billion worldwide. Details with regard to its plot are being kept under wraps.

As per ‘Deadline’, Eastwood will reprise
his role as Little Nobody, the right-hand
man of Kurt Russell’s Mr Nobody, who
helped Dominic Toretto (played by Vin
Diesel) track down the cyber-terrorist Cipher played by Theron in the franchise’s
eighth film, ‘Fate of the Furious’. Whether
Russell will also return to the franchise is
not yet clear.
Louis Leterrier is directing the upcoming
film following Justin Lin’s exit days into
production, from Lin and Dan Mazeau’s
script. Diesel, Lin, Neal Moritz, Jeff
Kirschenbaum and Samantha Vincentare
are producing.
Scott Eastwood is the son of Hollywood
icon Clint Eastwood and he acted in his
father’s 2008 movie ‘Gran Torino’.

Jason Momoa to star in ‘Shots! Shots! Shots!’
L

os Angeles: ‘Dune’ star
Jason Momoa has been
signed to star in the action-comedy spec ‘Shots!
Shots! Shots!’ The film will
be penned by Matt Mider and
Kevin Burrows, with its plot
currently under wraps, reports
‘Deadline’.
As per ‘Deadline’ the film, the
rights of which have been acquired by Universal Pictures,
is also yet to zero down on a
director. Momoa and producing partner Jeff Fierson will
produce alongside Rideback’s
Dan Lin and Jonathan Eirich, with Mider, Burrows and
Ridebacks’ Ryan Halprin exec
producing. Universal Pictures’
Executive Vice President Matt
Reilly and Creative Development Executive, Jacqueline

Garrell will oversee the project
on behalf of the studio.
Momoa, who leads Apple
TV+’s sci-fi drama series
‘See’ was also recently seen
in James Gunn’s HBO Max
series ‘Peacemaker’. He’s perhaps best known for his turn
as ‘Aquaman’ in Warner Bros
franchise with sequel ‘Aquaman and the Lost Kingdom’
as well as his turn as Dothraki chieftain Khal Drogo on
HBO’s ‘Game of Thrones’.
The actor has also appeared
on series including ‘Frontier’,
‘The Red Road’, ‘The Game’
and ‘Stargate Atlantis’. He
will also soon be seen in Francis Lawrence’s adventure pic
‘Slumberland’, Christian Camargo’s Western ‘The Last Manhunt’ and Universal’s ‘Fast X’.
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